
// 
t f 



Israel set to free 1,100 Palestinian prisoners 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (R) — Israel said on Wednesday it 
would free about 1,100 Palestinian prisoners under a peace deal 
with lire Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO). Israeli Army 
Radio said they would be released next week. ••The next release of 
Palestinian prisoners will amount to approximately 1,000 or 1,100 
prisoners, Israeli spokeswoman Aliza Goren said. Mr. Goran 
said she did not know when the prisoners would be let go but army 
ra®o said an Israeli cabinet committee took the decision on 
Wednesday u) free them in the middle of next week. A month ago 
the army said Israel was holding some 4,100 Palestinian prisoners. 
Palestinians say the number is closer to 5,000. “At this stage 
prisoners will not be released who murdered or wounded Israelis 
a justice ministry statement said. Prisoner releases, while criticised 
by many Israelis, aim to bolster confidence on the Palestinian 
street in PLO leader Yasser Arafat's peace moves with Israel. 
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CAIRO (AFP) — The Arab League on Wednesday called on the 
international communit>' to pressure Israel into allowing Palesti- 
nians lo build homes in annexed East Jerusalem. The league 
highlighted in a statement “the need for international cooperation 
and pressure on Israeli to make the Jewish state remove obstacles 
to the right of Palestinians in Jerusalem to obtain housing. ’’"The 
policy of forced immigration and settlement used by Israel in the 
occupied Arab territories has been declared an illegal action by the 
international community." “It is a flagrant violation of human 
rights, threatening regional peace and undermining development 
in the region" the statement said, after being approved by Arab 
housing ministers meeting in Cairo. The statement, to be 
presented to a U.N. housing conference in Istanbul in June, 
stressed the “need to allow Palestinians in Jerusalem to build 
houses and get permits to build to preserve the Arab character of 
the town as well as the historic Arab-Islamic vestiges.” 
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Syria, Israel resume peace talks in Israel quits 



the U.S. after a six-month hiatus 


Both sides 
stress need to 
go forward 


WYE PLANTATION, 
. ; Maryland (Agencies) — Af- 
ter a six-month break in 

S talks, Israel and Syria 
:d into negotiations 
' Wednesday in a remote for- 
: - mer plantation outside of 

J Washington to isolate nego- 
tiators from the media, 
like the Bosnian peace 
~ - talks in Ohio last month, 
these negotiations are to be 
held under a strict media 
- blackout far from reporters' 
... prying questions. 

Negotiators made no com- 
. _■ ment as their cars swept into 
" the 18th century plantation, 
now converted into a confer- 
: cnee centre. 

Both sides have stressed 
that this round will seek only 
- - . to set broad outlines for fu- 
' - ture talks, skirting the con- 
; tentious issue of an eventual 
Israeli withdrawal from the 
---“.I Golan Heights. 

Hopes for real progress 
"* were heightened on both 
sides, especially afte* Syrian 
President Hafez A1 Assad 
- made a rare public statement 
* in Cairo over the weekend 
. saying be wanted to speed up 
7 . the four-year-old peace pro- ' 
cess. 

“I believe that (Israeli 
Prime Minister Shimon) 

• Peres wants to deal with 


more openness ... this is what 
the Americans told us and 
this is what we concluded 
from his statements,” Mr. 
Assad told a news confer- 
ence. 

“We do have expectations 
of the negotiations this time 
from the Syrians,” Mr. Peres 
said in a television interview 
on Tuesday. “Perhaps not 
the substance, but the atmos- 
phere from Damascus is posi- 
tive." 

The atmosphere of the 
talks is expected to be fos- 
tered by the remote meeting 
site, chosen in pan to keep 
negotiators away from the 
hungry media outlets of 
Washington. Participants will 
sit around a bare mahogany 
table in front of a crackling 
fire at River House, a build- 
ing at a conference centre 
about an hour's drive from 
Washington. 

There were no assigned 
seats around the table, State 
Department spokesman Glyn 
Davies said on a press tour of 
the facility a few hours before 
negotiators arrived. “This is a 
preliminary meeting, so 
we’re going to go light on the 
protocol," he said. 

Asked why the windswept 

(Continued on page 7) 



U.S. State Department officials give the media a tour 
of the conference room and the table at the River 
House on Wednesday where peace talks between 


Israel and Syria started. The talks will be held under a 
-blanket news blackout (Reuters photo) 


Lebanon conditions return to peace 


talks on progress on Syrian track 


BEIRUT (R) — ^^CETJaHW^ly on Lebanon’s negotiations 
said on Wednesday Israel with the Jewish state, 
must make clear its position “I hope we can hear in the 
on withdrawing its troops appropriate time dear state- 
from South Lebanon for meats on the internationally 
peace talks between the two recognised borders and on an 
countries to start again. Israeli full withdrawal that 
Foreign Minister Fans allows the Lebanese state to 

Bouez said success in Israeli- extend its authority over all 

Syrian talks, which began on its territories," Mr. Bouez 
Wednesday in the United told a news conference. 
States, would reflect positive- “I believe Israel has to 


submit practical proposals acceptable peace,” Mr. 
allowing for negotiations ... Bouez added, 
statements that consist a real “Lebanon will be perpared 
invitation for the resumption to take part again in the 
of talks,” Mr. Bouez added, peace process as soon as as 
“We will follow very care- the Syrian-Israeii talks have 
fully the Syrian-Israeii talks reached an understanding, 
and if there is success in these and not necessarily even an 
talks it will reflect on the accord, and as soon as we are 
Lebanese-Israeli track and aware of the modalities of an 
will make us more confident Israeli retreat on the Syrian 
in our hope to reach an Golan," he told journalists. 


Ramallah 


RAMALLAH, West Bank 
(Agencies) — Israeli troops 
in Ramallah ended 28 years 
of occupation in a matter of 
minutes on Wednesday, com- 
pleting the handover to 
Palestinian rule of six West 
Bank towns under a historic 
accord. 

Hundreds of residents 
waved flags, cheered and 
hurled stones at departing 
Israeli jeeps as Palestinian 
police entered the town's 
police station and raised the 
Palestinian flag. 

“We have taken over,” the 
Palestinian governor of 
Ramallah, Abu Firas Liftawi, 
said outside the police sta- 
tion. 

Israeli Cabinet Minister 
Yossi Beilin hailed the pull- 
out as an important milestone 
in Israeli-Palestinian rela- 
tions. 

“For years people like me 
have dreamt of this day when 
we would not control another 
people," he told Reuters. 
“Daily issues of the Palesti- 
nians are their responsibility 
from today on.” 

The town of Ramallah .just 
12 kilometres north of Jeru- 
salem, has extra significance 
to many Palestinians. 

“Redeployment from 
Ramallah has special import- 
ance. It has traditionally been 
an economic and political 
centre and it is very close to 
Jerusalem,” said Marwan 
Barghouti, a prominent 
member of PLO leader Yas- 
ser Arafat's Fateh organisa- 
tion. 

“I feel very happy the 
occupation is coming to an 
end in our land," he added. 

Ten minutes after the 
Palestinians took over the 
police station, they moved 
into Ramallah’s military 
headquarters, surprising 
everyone with the speed of 
the takeover from Israel. 


“We just came here and 
found them gone. They left 
unexpectedly early. I am very 
happy, we are all happy," 
said "anoiher Ramallah resi- 
dent Raja Barghouti. 

Israel has in the last three 
months handed over Jenin, 
Nablus, Tulkarm, Kalkilya 
and Bethlehem as part of its 
September accord with the 
PLO to expand Palestinian 
autonomy beyond Gaza and 
Jericho, areas handed over 
last year. 

“This is the beginning and 
not the end," said former 
Palestinian spokeswoman 
Han an Ashrawi, who was 
working in Jerusalem at the 
time of the handover but 
whose house looks out onto 
Ramallah police station. 

"I didn't miss redeploy- 
ment and the celebrations, 
because I'm going to live 
them," she insisted. 

Israel's West Bank army- 
commander, Major General 
Gabi Ofir, called on his 
Palestinian counterpan Haj 
Ismail Jabr to maintain order 
so that Jews living nearby 
would feel safe. 

"We want from you com- 
plete security in the city of 
Ramallah so that the Jews of 
Psagot can sleep in peace." 

Jewish settler leaders living 
near Ramallah said they were 
worried about their personal 
safety despite a bypass road 
Israel has paved for settlers 
so they won’t have to drive 
through town. 

Settler leader Pinchas Wal- 
lerstein said it took his chil- 
dren 90 minutes Wednesday, 
instead of the usual 20, to get 
from their home in the settle- 
ment of Beit El to Jerusalem 
on the bypass road. 

He said that for the first 
time, the children were 
driven in an armoured bus 

(Continued on page 71 


Mediation efforts between 
Yemen, Eritrea run into trouble 


Deputies complain 
of price hikes 

By Sa’eda Kilani reasons. 

Special to tbc Jordan Times 


Yemen, S. Arabia 
to discuss borders 

DUBAI (R) — A Yemeni 
- team arrived in Saudi Arabia 
on Wednesday for talks on 
' reestablishing border posts 
. between the two countries, 
- the official Saudi press agen- 
cy said. Earlier this month, 
Yemeni sources reported 
fresh clashes along the dis- 
puted border but the Saudi 
defence ministry said they 
were nntroe. Senior Yemeni 
and Saudi officials held talks 
■■■: in the wake of the reports to 
review progress in the work 
. . . of committees charged with 
demarcating the border and 
boosting economic and other 
ties. 

Arafat leaves 
Oman 

'; ;S MUSCAT (AFP) — Palesti- 
•: nian leader Yasser Arafat left 
here on Wednesday after 
=-’: : agreeing with Oman to open 
diplomatic offices in each 
other’s territories, officials 
said. Mr. Arafat, who held 
talks here on Tuesday with 
' Oman's ruler, Sultan 
Qaboos, hopes to visit Saudi 
Arabia as soon as King Fahd 
has recovered from an illness 
that has kept him in hospital 
* ’ since November, Nabil Abu 
Rudeina, a senior PLO offi- 
cial said. The PLO leader is 
seeking to mend ties with 
Oman and other Gulf Arab 
nations angered by his per- 
ceived support for Iraq in the 
- 1991 Gulf war. 

Russian official 
visits Iran 

TEHRAN (AFP) — Russian 
Deputy Prime Minister Oleg 
Davidov is on an official visit 
here to discuss Jong-tenn 
technical and economic coop- 
eration with Iran, including 
the construction of a nuclear 
power plant, an official said 
Wednesday. Mr. Davidov, 
who arrived Tuesday, held 
talks with Iranian Economic 
Minister Morteza Moham- 
mad Khan and they decided 
to have joint commissions 
from the two countries pre- 
pare documents on financial 
and technical cooperation. 


DUBAI (Agencies) — Ye- 
men and Eritrea were dead- 
locked on Wednesday in their 
dispute over three strategic 
Red Sea islands which an 
Ethiopian mediator warned 
was becoming increasingly 
“explosive.” 

Ethiopian Foreign Minister 
Seyoom Mesfin said neither 
side was prepared to puli 
back troops from the 
strategic Hanish archipelago 
and it would be difficult to 
push for a peaceful, political 
settlement. 

Eritrean President Issaias 
Afeworki, in comments pub- 
lished by newspapers in 
Qatar, was even more down- 
beat. He said attempts by 
Ethiopia and Egypt to medi- 
ate in the conflict would lead 
to nothing. 

Despite the negative 
assessment, Eritrea said it 
wbuld release on Thursday 


ANKARA (R) — Turkish 
parties on Wednesday set ab- 
out forming an oddball secu- 
lar alliance to block Islamists 
from taking power after 
weekend elections but the 
animosity between party 
leaders already signals prob- 
lems. 

“I believe there will be a 
coalition soon — there are no 
top-level meetings at the mo- 
ment but behind-the-scenes 
work is going on," said an 
aide to Prime Minister Tansu 
Oiler. 

“But I don't think the 
coalition can last long' and I 
can foresee new elections in 
less than two years," he told 
Reuters. 

Ms. Ciller’s True Path Par- 
ty (DYP) and the rival con- 
servative Motherland Party 
(ANAP) came in together 
behind the Islamists in Sun- 
day's elections, taking 
around 40 per cent of the 
vote between them against 
the Islamist Welfare Party's 
21.32 per cent. 


195 Yemeni soldiers captur- 
red during a battle last week 
for the Red Sea island of 
Hanish A1 Kabir. 

Girina Asmerom, the fore- 
ign ministry director for Afri- 
ca, told AFP: “Starting 
tomorrow morning (Thurs- 
day), they will be in the 
bands of the International 
Committee of the' Red 
Cross." 

Eritrean forces captured 
Hanish A1 Kabir on Dec. 18 
after a three-day battle in 
which nine soldiers were kil- 
led. 

In Sanaa, a Yemeni official 
renewed threats of military 
action to recover the volcanic 
island. 

"The Yemeni people are 
angry. They are pushing the 
leaders towards the military 
option to recover Hanish Al 
Katpr,” said the official, 
speaking on condition of 


Analysts fear a further 
power vacuum in Turkey — 
where there has been only 
stop-gap rule since Ms. Cil- 
ler's right-left coalition col- 
lapsed in September — if the 
conservatives cannot unite. 

Ms. Ciller and ANAP lead- 
er Mesut Yilmaz announced 
on Tuesday that they had 
agreed on an alliance, with 
backing from one or two left- 
wing parties in the new five- 
party parliament. 

The alliance, dubbed 
ANAYOL, has been long 
called for by the business 
community and media to deal 
with Turkey's economic ills 
such as 80 per cent annual 
inflation and slow privatisa- 
tion. 

But deep rivalry and re- 
sentment between Ms. Ciller 
and Mr. Yilmaz stopped 
them uniting in September to 
replace the collapsed govern- 
ment. ANAP and the left led 
the way in sinking Ms. Cil- 
ler’s minority rule in a par- 
liamentary vote of confi- 


anonymity. 

He accused Eritrea of in- 
stalling sophisticated moni- 
toring and jamming equip- 
ment on the Dahla archipela- 
go, 400 kilometres north of 
Hanish Al Kabir. 

The official press in Sanaa 
warned that Yemen bad not 
ruled out force. The daily Al 
Jumhuirya, urging the gov- 
ernment not to show weak- 
ness of fear, said: “Yemenis 
are capable of recovering 
their despoiled rights by 
other means." 

In public, however, the 
government said it was satis- 
fied with the progress of 
mediation attempts. 

Mr. Afeworki, in contrast, 
told the Qatari newspapers 
Al Arab and Al Watan that 
mediation “will lead to no- 
thing because Eritrea be- 
lieves that the Hanish 
archipelago belongs to it his- 


dence. 

Their rival bids for tbe top 
post could stop them again. 

“Since all four leaders are 
saying ANAYOL there 
should noimally be no gov- 
ernment problem,” col- 
umnist Bilal Cetin wrote in 
the liberal Yeni Yuzyil daily. 

“But there is a very serious 
problem that no one has yet 
mentioned who will be prime 
minister in this govern- 
ment?... The tactical battle 
between Ciller and Yil- 
maz has already begun.” 

Mr. Yilmaz, apparently 
more concerned that Ms. Cil- 
ler does not regain her post, 
said late on Tuesday a third 
person majr have to be 
chosen as prime minister to 
avoid a leadership battle. 

“I would be happy if Ciller 
is persuaded to join a coali- 
tion under my premiership,” 
Mr. Yilmaz told a television 
news programme. 

“But she has the right to 
object. In this case, we would 
have to agree on someone 


torically." 

The Ethiopian president, 
who described the mediation 
attempts as “straightforward 
diplomatic activity.” defied 
Yemen to produce docu- 
ments proving its ownership 
of the islands and said his 
government had its evidence. 

His government denied re- 
ports that its forces were in- 
volved in a skirmish early 
Tuesday with Yemeni forces 
on the island of Jebel Zogar 
in the archipelago, saying 
they had not responded to 
firing from Sanaa’s troops. 

Asmara and Sanaa are also 
in dispute over Jebel Zogar 
and the neighbouring island 
of Lesser Hanish. 

They all form part of 
archipelago of nine islands 
which guards the strategic 
straits of Bab Al Mandab at 


other than the two of us." 

He kicked off the alliance 
talks by meeting leftist leader 
Bulent Ecevit, which analysts 
say is a manoeuvre to grab 
the initiative and present a 
united front against Ms. Cil- 
ler. Her party won more seats 
despite being fraction? of a 
percentage point behind in 
the popular vote. 

Mr. Yilmaz is due to meet 
Mr. Ecevit again on Thurs- 
day, while no further talks 
with Ms. Ciller were im- 
mediately scheduled. 

Israel concerned over 
Islamists' win 

In Tel Aviv, Israeli Prime 
Minister Shimon Peres was 
concerned over the rise of 
Turkey's Islamist Welfare 
Party in weekend elections 
and hoped the state would 
remain secular. 

“There is no doubt we are 
following with concern the 
rise of the fundamentalist 
party in Turkey," Mr. Peres 
told Israel radio. 


Damascus 

Declaration 

ministers 

meet 

DAMASCUS (AP) — 
Eight Arab foreign minis- 
ters began a two-day meet- 
ing Wednesday to discuss 
the Middle East peace pro- 
cess and other major issues 
affecting the Arab World. 

Syria expects to secure 
support for its position in 
peace negotiations with 
Israel, which were sche- 
duled to resume in 
Washington Wednesday af- 
ter a six-month stalemate. 

Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farouk Al Sharaa said he 
was optimistic about the 
renewed negotiations, but 
did not elaborate. 

Ministers from tbe six 
member Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC) — Saudi 
Arabia, tbe United Arab 
Emirates, Kuwait, Qatar, 
Oman and Bahrain — were 
joined by the foreign minis- 
ters of Egypt and Syria for 
the parley. 

All these states are mem- 
bers of the so-called 
Damascus Declaration 
group, which was formed in 
the immediate aftermath of 
the 1991 Gulf war to de- 
velop security and political 
links. They were allied 
against Iraq after it invaded 
Kuwait in 1990. 

Under the initial agree- 
ment in March 1991, Syria 
and Egypt, which have the 
two most powerful military 
forces in the Arab World, 
were to provide troops to 
defend the Gulf states in. 
return for financial aid of 
up to S10 billion. But that 
agreement was soon 
shelved and remains so. 

Still, Saudi Arabia's fore- 
ign minister. Prince Saud 
Al Faisal, said when he. 
arrived in the Syrian capital 
that the meeting will en- 
dorse a document for joint 
action on key issues. He 
did not elaborate. 


AMMAN — Deputies 
Wednesday showered the 
government with complaints 
over price hikes and poverty 
during a Lower House of 
Parliament session that en- 
ded before schedule because 
it lost quorum. 

But the government main- 
tained silence over the com- 
plaints, which were raised be- 
fore the House started its 
debate of the Draft Labour 
Law and the House’s draft 
bylaws. 

Some deputies, focussing 
on their constituencies’ 
needs, urged the government 
to take action to put an end 
to the continuous rise in 
prices and help in alleviating 
poverty in the Kingdom. In 
the question/answer period at 
the beginning of the session, 
Deputy Hatem Ghazawi 
complained from what be de- 
scribed as the farmers' poor 
situation due to the country’s 
importation of the same fruits 
and citrus fruits that are pro- 
duced by Jordanian farmers 
in quantities that meet the 
local demand. 

"(The government) has re- 
cently allowed the importa- 
tion of (1200 tonnes of) bana- 
nas though there is a balance 
in supply and demand of this 
commodity in the local mar- 
ket,” deputy Ghazawi said: 
"We fear that this method 
would be applied again." 

“I hope our borders would 
be closed in front of the 
importation of citrus fruits to 
boost the confidence of the 
Jordanian farmers, who im- 
patiently await the coming of 
this season to sell their own 
production,” he continued. 

Islamic Action Front De- 
puty Mohammad Haj pro- 
tested against the confisca- 
tion of olive oil which Jorda- 
nian travellers who come 
from the West Bank bring 
with them.” He said the 
travellers bring the oil as gifts 
to their parents and friends 
and not for commercial 


Another IAF Deputy, Bas- 
sam Emoush, complained 
from what he saw as the steep 
rise in prices. He said that the 
prices of more than 150 com- 
modities, including basic 
commodities such as milk, 
eggs and meat have risen to a 
large extent while some 
brands of medicine were not 
available in the drugstores all 
over the Kingdom. 

“The citizen is complaining 
now in a gentle way and is 
adopting legal methods.” Dr. 
Emoush said. 

“I hope the Cabinet would 
convene in an urgent meeting 
to discuss the issue and draft 
a proposal to put an end to 
the merchants' monopolies 
and (control of) prices," he 
said. “I am sure Prime Minis- 
ter Sherif Zeid Ben Shaker 
would respond positively to 
this demand." 

During the session, the 
House also discussed the 
draft Labour Law, which was 
sent back by the Senate after 
it introduced amendments to 
some of its articles. The 
House approved some of the 
Senate's changes but rejected 
others. The draft law will 
now be referred back to the 
Senate for endorsement. 
However, if the Senate in- 
sisted on all amendments, 
then both Houses will con- 
vene in one session to discuss 
the draft law. 

The House resumed dis- 
cussions of its proposed new 
bylaws but the debate was cut 
short as the session lost 
quorum prompting House- 
speaker Sa'ad Hayel Srour to 
end it. The House agreed last 
week to make Wednesday's 
session a lengthy one to 
speed up work on the draft 
bylaws. Last Sunday, the ses- 
sion ended before schedule 
because of the loss of 
quorum. 

The discussions of most of 
the bylaws articles, which 
govern the work, perform- 
ance and the powers of the 

(Continued on page 7) 
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says will not quit GCC 


CAIRO ( Agencies) — 
Qatar's lorei^r; ir.inis&r said 
Wednesday his country 
would not withdraw from a 
Gulf Arab alliance over a 
dispute with powerful neigh- 
bour Saudi Arabia but would 
work to overcome differences 
with its neighbours. 

Qatar's delegation wniksd 
out of the Gulf Cooperation 
Council (GCC; summit ear- 
lier this rr.ohth in protest st 
tbe appo:r.:mer.i oZ a Saudi 
national. Jam? el A1 Hu- 
jilaa, as secret-general in- 
stead of Doha’s candidate. 

It further ar.gered its allies 
by threaten: r. 2 to boycott all 
GCC ir.i otner Arab meet- 
ings that Mr. Hur’an — who 
is to assume his post in March 
— attends as secretary- 
general. 

“Qatar wi:! r.o: withdraw 
or boycott v'j hope to 
solve this issue in a brotherly 
framework between Qatar 
and Saudi Arabia and in the 
cooperation ;cun«l, because 
strong and deep ties bind us,” 
Foreign Minister Sheikh 
Hamad Bin Jcssim Al Than! 
told reporters after meeting 
Egyptian president Hosni 
Mubarak. 

"We think we v/fil over- 


come this crisis with the wis- 
dom of the leaders in the 
GCC. Qatar does not want to 
prolongs this issue or make 
too much of it,” he added. 

Sheikh Hamad's visit to 
Cairo is part of Qatar's di- 
plomatic offensive to break 
Doha's growing isolation in 
the region since it boycotted 
the summit's closing session 
in Oman Dec. 6. 

He visited the United Arab 
Emirates (UAE) and Oman 
— Qatar's traditional suppor- 
ters in the GCC — earlier this 
week to diffuse the crisis but 
said Doha had not changed 
its stance. 

Bahrain, which like Saudi 
Arabia and Kuwait is often at 
odds with Qatar, turned 
down a request by Sheikh 
Hamad to visit Manama. 

After tbe summit walkout, 
Mr. Mubarak told Qatar that 
it would be the loser from any 
bocott and advised it against 
widening any differences in 
the alliance. He did not 
attend the Cairo news confer- 
ence, which Sheikh Hamad 
held with his Egyptian coun- 
terpart Amr Musa. 

Sheikh Hamad told repor- 
ters: “We are talking of some 
legal points. In any grouping. 


such as the European Union 
or others for example, points 
of difference arise but this 
does not mean there are 
problems or a crisis,” Sheikh 
Hamad said. 

The former Qatari emir. 
Sheikh Khalifa Bin Hamad 
Al Thani, who was deposed 
by his son in a bloodless 
palace coup in June, is on his 
own regional tour. 

On Wednesday, he held 
talks with Bahraini leaders in 
Manama to- drum up sup- 
port to help him regain pow- 
er. 

Sheikh Khalifa arrived in 
Bahrain on Monday from the 
United Arab Emirates. 

The official agency GNA 
said he met Wednesday with 
the head of the chamber of 
trade and industry AJi Ibn 
Yussef Fakhro and other 
members of the organisation. 

Housing Minister Sheikh 
Khaled Abdallah Al Khalifa 
took part in die talks in which 
Sheikh Khalifa stressed the 
“historic relations between 
the two countries, mainly in 
the area of commerce.” 

On Tuesday the Sheikh 
was guest of honour at a 
banquet organised by the 
Bahraini Crown Prince 


Sheikh Hamad Ibn B$a AT 
Khalifa. 

According to members of 
his group. Sheikh Khalifa will 
travel to Saudi Arabia from 
Bahrain and then to other 
countries of the six-nation 
Gulf Cooperation Council 
(GCC). 

Kuwaiti Foreign Minister 
Sabah Al Ahmad Al Sabah 
said in remarks published by 
newspapers that he would be 
“welcome” if he went to 
Kuwait. 

The deposed ruler said 
Sunday in Aba Dhabi that he 
would return to his country 
soon to take up the reins of 
power again. 

Sheikh Hamad said die re- 
ception the GCC states have 
given the former emir may be 
connected to Qatar’s row 
with them. 

“I assure you that the 
situation in Qatar is more 
than stable and we are not 
harmed by Sheikh Khalifa’s 
tours. We wish him well and 
and hope be will consider rest 
during this trip and that he 
thinks of the possibility of 
returning to his country 
Qatar,” Sheikh Hamad" 
added. 
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oc:u.*:z: Jeru- 
salem a-’.F?: — A con- 
fident:'! Isr?.?!i army 
manual issued to troops 
serving an tire West Bank 
describes Palestinian police 
as “illiterate” and “trigger 
happy,' - stale radio said 
Wednesday. 

A con;- of the 32-page 
manual' dried “Recom- 
mendations for Israeli sol- 
diers ir. ttelr -stations with 
Palestinian police was 
obtained by the radio. 

The cover of the manual 
reads “confidential” and 
includes the emblems of 
the Israeli army division 
posted c n the West Bank 
and the Israeii-Palestinian 
Liaison Committee. 

On e page with the head- 
ing “Who Is the Palestinian 
policeman,” he described 
as “Hfiferste." and “trigger 
happy.” and “does not 
know the Oslo (peace) 
accords but win quibble on 
each of its points." 

The manual adds the 
Palestinian policeman “is 


inian police ‘illiterate, Policemen cross I Al Quds editor jailed 
• happy ’ — Israel army into self-rule areas for ‘offending’ Arafat 

By Tareq Ayyoob signed by Israel and tbe ft 


incapable of reading a map, 
which can be used 16 our 
advantage to put up bar- 
riers in various sectors.” 

“The Palestinian police- 
man has a short memory, 
likes to play with his gun to 
show off his virility, only 
reacts to gat instincts and 
not reason, and gives eva- 
sive responses,” the m arm- 
el said. 

According to the authors 
cf the army guide, “Palesti- 
nian police act like gangs- 
ters and will not hesitate to 
take the side of protestors 
in clashes with Israeli sol- 
diers.” 

“The Palestinian police 
officer must be forced from 
his bed when an incident 
requires bis presence in the 
field.” the manual says. 
“His rank is given arbitrari- 

'y ~ . 

General Gaby Ophir. 
commander of Israeli 
troops in the West Bank? 
confirmed the existence of 
the manual, but said it was 


written a year ago and jias 
since been withdrawn. 

“This year the relations 
between Israeli soldiers 
and Palestinian police has 
been very positive. We 
plan to collect all these 
manuals because their con- 
tents are no longer valid,” 
be said. 

An army spokesman said 
that “Palestinian police are 
not described in a racist 
manner in the manual." 

After the manual was 
publicised, tbe council of 
Jewish settlers on the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip, cal- 
led on the government to 
“seriously reconsider the 
point describing Palestinian 
police as trigger happy be- 
fore providing them with 
more weapons.” 

The Peace Now move-, 
ment said the manual 
should be immediately 
withdrawn and a new ver- 
sion printed “because of 
new realities on the ground 
and the good cooperation 
between the two sides.” 


By Tareq Ayyoob 

Special to tbe Jordan Times 

AMMAN — About US 
Palestinian policemen cros- 
sed into the seif-rale enclave 
of Jericho to join the Palesti- 
nian police force deployed to 
maintain peace and order in- 
the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip, Palestinian Ambassa- 
dor to Jordan Omar Khateeb 
said Wednesday. 

The group, which came 
from Jordan, Sudan, Yemen 
and Iraq, is expected to be 
followed by another consist- 
ing of 115 police officers are 
scheduled to cross King Hus-_ 
sein Bridge Thursday, Mr. 
Khateeb said. ----- 

“In few days, we will re- 
ceive a new list of the Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) officials .whom tbe 
Israeli a uth o ri t i es approved 
their return to the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip,” Mr. 
Khateeb said in a telephone - 
interview with the Jordan _ 
Tinies. . .. 

The entry of the group 
comes in fine with accords 


signed by Israel and tbe 
Palestine National Authority 
(PNA), which b controlling 
the self-rale areas in Gaza 
and the West Bank. 

- Israel started puffing oat its 
troops from major Palesti- 
nian cities in the West Bank, 
ending 28 years of occupation 
and paving tbe way for 
Palestinian police to take 
control in tbe cities of Jenin, 
Tulkarem, Kalkilya and 
Bethlehem. Israel was sche- 
duled to vacate Ramallah 
Wednesday. 

The Israeli redeployment 
from Hebron is expected to 
take place in Mazdr.' 

P alestinians in tbe West 
Bank and Gaza Strips mdud- 
ing Arabs in East Jerusalem, 
are expected to take part in- 
poDsJto be held Jafit- to 
elect 83 members “for the 
self-rule council, which will 
govern the self-rule areas. 

Mr. Khateeb told the Jor- 
dan Tones that some units of 
the Jordan-based Palestinian 
liberation Army will enter 
the West Bank soon. No date 
was given for their entry. 


JERUSALEM (R) — Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) security forces have . 
arrested an editor at die 
Palestinian newspaper A) 
Quds for not printing a report 
about PLO Chairman Yasser 
Arafot on the front page, 
journalists.- and security offi- 
cials said Wednesday. 

A journalist at Al Quds, 
tbe top circulation Palesti- 
nian daily, said Maher Al 
Alami was summoned to 
PLO-ruled Jericho by secur- 
ity officials on Monday but 
had not returned to Jem-, 
salem. 

Security officials confirmed 
that Mr. Alarm, an editin’ .at 
the Jeras^lesarbsKed daily for, 

Ghali 
meets 
Kuwait — 


20 years, bad been arrested 1 
'but -refrained from giving 
. reasons.. .. . . 

“Officials from Arafat’s 
office called Alarm on Sun- 
day night and asked him to 
print a report on a meeting 
between Arafat and the 
Greek Orthodox patriatch on 
tiie first page,” the journalist 
said. “But by mistake and 
because tbe first page was 
loaded with Arafat news, the 
report was published inside.” 

Mr. Arafat visited Beth- 
lehem to join Christmas 
celebrations on Saturday, 
'days after Israeli troops, witb- 
_drew under a September 
accord expanding Palestinian 
autonomy in the West Bank. 

PLO officials said Mr. Ara- 


^ — fat was received by Patriarch 
Theodoras I who gave Mr. 
Arafat symbolic custody over 
TTnistian holy rites Tn Jeru- 
salem. 

“Apparently this was im- 
portant for Arafat, and he 
wanted the report on the 
paper’s first page/’ said the 
journalist, who asked not to 
be identified. 

Mr. Arafat’s authority has 
shown increasing intolerance 
■ with the press since its 
takeover in 1994. Al Quds 
and other .Jerusalem and 
Gaza based newspapers have 
been closed more than once 
and several journalists were 
— wrested in the past 18 
months under Palestinian 
^ .tide. ..... J * ... . 


Egrai’s militant violence in ’95 takes highest toll ever emir 


Islamist lawyers 
demand jailing 
of actress Yousra 


‘G’o- _u 

CAIRO iA5?' — Muslim 
militant Science ;n Egypt 
took its highest :c”. c.cr in 
ii V5. is cTr extremists 
and police heightened their 
:ar:tia!ans to eliminate one 


Bu: z.s i»m government 
loci; :n- upper asnti in the 
d i:\is z: rornr, 
dimenuil.Nl: changed iac- 
lics by a string oi 

dramatic attacks abroad, 
sia.'tir.g v'i:h a faiied 
attempt to assassinate Pres- 
ident Kesni Mubarak. 

A total e: 930 people 
have bee.- !-- ; !!ed in militant 
vio'er.ce rir:ca Mtrch 1992: 
375 of s— :i::s year, up 
from ZS3 in !994 and 700 in 
1993. according to ar. AFP 
tally of police reports. 

Violence dropped off to- 
wards the enc of 1995. 
from -r, average 58 people 
killed ir.on.tnly from. Janu- 
ary to August, down to 17 a 
monvfj rr on: 

po!’*cc;r»en died in 
1595 — 97 compared to 105 
the year be; :~e — while the 
number c r .-St re mists killed 


rose from 135 in 1994 to 
187. 

But killings of civilians 
leaped to 91, more than 
twice the previous year. 

“Success against (mili- 
tants) inside Egypt, which 
has foiled their criminal 
plans, has led the terrorist 
leaders to target Egyptian 
symbols and interests 
abroad,” Interior Minister 
Hassan Al Alfi said in 
November. 

The June 26 gun ambush 
on Mr. Mubarak in 
A.ddis Ababa, claimed by 
tbe main Egyptian militant 
group Gamaa Isiamiyah, 
marked a turning point for 
Cairo’s strategy against ex- 
tremists, as it began target- 
ring their “international 
anus." 

Egypt blamed Sudan for 
supporting the attack, from 
which Mr. Mubarak 
escaped uninjured, and ac- 
cused it of serving as a. 
training ground for mili- 
tants in Egypt. 

Meanwhile, Mr. Mubar- 
ak warned nations that 


Egypt accuses of harbour- 
ing militant leaders, espe- 
cially Britain, Denmark 
and Switzerland, saying 
they would “pay a heavy 
price one day.” 

‘These terrorist are ac- 
tive on British soO where 
they hold meetings and 
give orders for missions. 
All the attacks have been 
planned from outside" 
Egypt, Mr. Alfi said in 
November. 

Efforts to win extradition 
of militants also focused on 
Yemen and Pakistan, 
which tbe Cairo press 
charges is the home to 600 
Egyptian extremists. More 
than 10 militants have been 
returned since Pakistan 
signed a treaty with Egypt 
in 1994. 

The Gamaa and Jihad, 
Egypt’s other main extrem- 
ist guerrilla group, re- 
sponded with a string of 
attacks abroad in late 1995: 
The bombing of Egypt’s 
embassy in Pakistan, killing 
17, the murder of an Egyp- 
tian 'diplomat in Geneva 


and a bombing in Croatia. 

The International Justice 
Group, a new formation 
reported to group Jihad, 
Gamaa and other militant 
leaders abroad, vowed to 
shed “waterfalls of blood” 
in its campaign against 
Egypt and “countries plot- 
ting with iL” 

.. Meanwhile, inside Egypt 
security forces harshened 
their campaign and suc- 
ceeded in eliminating large 
numbers of Gamaa - and 
Jihad leaders. 

Ground zero for violence 
was southern Minya pro- 
vince, where several towns 
have been under a crippling 
curfew for over a year. 

Despite heavy blows 
from police, militants have 
doggedly - kept up their 
attacks only to vanish into 
the shelter of sugar cane 
fields. In September, mili- 
tants decapitated a civilian 
victim and hong his head in 
a village market. 

“Both sides changed tac- 
tics this year and decided to 
work for the total liquida- 
tion of the other,” human 


rights lawyer Hisham 
Mubarak told AFP." 

Tbe first of many militant 
leaders fell in April when 
police shot dead Bashir 
Kamal, the Gamaa bead of 
all of sooth Egypt, after a 
10-month manhunt. 

Since then several “ma- 
jor plots” have been 
broken up, said by police to 
be directed from Sudan, 
including a plan to blow up 
■ parliament daring a speech 
by Mr. Mubarak in Decem- 
ber in which 54 were 
arrested, including a natur- 
alised British citizen. 

Although 25,000 mili- 
tants are in prison by on- 
official counts, "arrests 
. were fewer this year be- 
cause police focused more 
on elimination and there 
were fewer cadres left to 
arrest,” Hisham Mubarak 
said. 

“Next year will see a 
temporary period of calm 
. as militants reevaluate their 
situation. But afterwards 
violence will return even 
stronger,” he predicted. 


KUWAIT CITY (AFP) — 
U.N. Secretary General 
Boutros Ghali Wednesday 
held talks with Kuwaiti rulers 
on his first trip to the Gulf 
emirate since being 
appointed in 1992. 

He met with Emir Sheikh 
Jaber Al Ahmad AJ Sabah 
and Crown Prince Sheikh 
Saad Al Abdallah Al Sabah 
as well as parliamentary 
speaker Ahmad Al Saadun, 
the official agency KUNA 
said. 

Their talks were domin- 
ated by tbe issue of the 600 
Kuwaiti prisoners of war held 
by Iraq, and the return of 
Kuwaiti property taken by 
Iraqis during their seven- 
month occupation which en- 
ded in February. 1991. 

Dr. Ghali, who arrived late 
Tuesday, was also to discuss 
Iraq’s implementation of 
U.N. resolutions -adopted af-' 
ter its August 1990 invasion 
of Kuwait. 

On Thursday the U.N. 
secretary general is due to 
inspect tbe U.N. observation 
mission for Iraq and Kuwait 
(UNIKOM) along the two 
countries’ common border. 


Cairo (AP) — Two Islamic 
fundamentalist lawyers went 
to court Wednesday to de- 
mand imprisonment for one 
of Egypt's most famous 
actresses for appearing 
“almost naked” in magazine 
cover photos. 

The case brought in a mis- 
demeanor court in the Nile 
Delta is the latest in a line of 
. suits_ by fundamentalist 
lawyers against films, books 
and even movie posters 
which they say violate Islamic 
standards. 

The legal battle has accom- 
panied a campaign by MusKm 
radicals to impose Islamic 
rule in Egypt which has left 
more than 870 people dead 
since 1992. Secular intellec- 
tuals have charged the revolt 
has made officials wary about 
standing up to law suits as a 
moderate expression of Isla- 
mic activism. 

The suit by Abdul Fatah El . 
Wtirafcy and Ayman Abu) 
Fetoub charges pictures of 
tiie actress Yousra in tbe 
weekly Arabic magazine 
Cinema and People of Nov. 
18 violate Egypt’s publica- 
tions law. 

“The picture is scandalous, 
i almost naked, which goes 


completely against morals, 
art, tiie law and the Islamic 
laws.” the attorneys said in 
their written presentation to 
the court. 

Yousra’ s two pictures on 
the magazine cover are tame 
by Western standards, show- 
ing her in silk negligees with 
her arms and legs bare. 

Tbe lawyers also accused 
three of toe magazine’s edi- 
tors of violating the publica- 
tion law, which allows prison 
sentences of up to two years 
and fines up to 500 pounds 
($147) for distributing inde- 
cent publications or pictures. 

The court in Damanhour, 
130 kilometres north of 
Cairo, look no action 
Wednesday, postponing the 
case to Feb. 4 for administra- 
tive reasons, lawyer El 
Waraky told the Associated 
Press. He and Abul Fetoub 
are from Damanhour. 

Tbe pictures in question 
were scenes from Yousra’s 
latest film, “birds of dark- 
ness.'’ The successful movie 
is one of several with come- 
.dian Adel Imam that speak 
out against Islamic extrem- 
ism. A suit was also filed 
charging the film unfairly 
portrayed, attorneys. 
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Assemblies Of God Cfcurdb, Tel 

632785. 

Sc. Jmeph Church Tel 624590. 
Cbcccb of tbe AnaoBcUttai Tel. 
657440. 

9c la Salle Chart* Tel. 661757 - 
Temsauda Church Tel: 622366 
Church of (he Anmmcfartkw Tel. 
623541. 

AfigBon Church Td. 652826, 
Armenian CaihoBe Church Td. 

771331. 

Armniu Orthodox Church Td. 

775261. 

St. Eptardm Church TcL 771751. 
-Amman Lntmadoail Church Td. 

652526. 

Erangeflca! Lutheran Church Tel: 
S24328. 

Geraaa-flptafchtg En ■ ngrHra l Con- 
Krcsatfco Tel: 845457 
The Chimcfa of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-Day Salats Td. 654932 
Church of Ntzarcue Tel. 67569 1. 
The ETUgeUcsl Local Church ta 
Amman 
Td. SI 1295 


JORDAN TIMES DAILY GUIDE AND CALENDAR 


WEATHER 


tin sunjdkd by l 
of Mcicorafogy. 


tbe Depart- 


S:. fcjsry sf NarrstS Church 
9*eifleh. !■:!. SIC740 


It will be relatively hoi and skies 
dear- It will be foggy in tbe early 
morning. Id Aqaba, it will be partly 
cloudy and seas calm. Winds will be 
north westerly moderate. 

MinJMax. temp. 


Amman 5/14 

Aqaba AYHA 

Deserts 3 / 12 

Jordan VaDcy 9/23 

Yesterday’s high temperatures: 
Amman 13 Aqaba 22, Humidity 
readings: Amman 30 per cent. 
Aqaba 32 per cent. 

USEFUL 
TELEPHONE - 
NUMBERS 

NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Hanna Mansour 750197 

Dr. Adnan Zaghkwl 898140 

Dr. Jamal Jfcamb 847351 

Dr. Abdul HadiTayyim .... 620115 

Firas pharmacy 66191 2 

Fcrdows pharmacy ,778336 

Al Asctna pharmacy 637055- 

Nainnikb pharmacy ......... 623672 . , 

Al Salam pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 644945 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

Nairpnjh pharmacy 623672 

Najib pharmacy 847632 

StBUh 

Dr. Ahmad Qami 281741 

Al Quds pharmacy (— ) 

ZAJtQA: 

Dr. Samir Luwzi 989601 

KhaTifch pharmacy 985417 


EMERGENCIES 

Food Control Centre 637111 
QvO Defence Department 661111 
Gvfl Defence lmmedhtc . • - 

Rescue - 630341 

Qirfl Defence Emergency 199 

Rescue Police 192,621111,637777 

Fat Brigade 617101 

Blood Bank 775121 

Highway Police 843402 

TraffiePMice 896390 

Pnlfe Security De pim ac u t 630321 

Hotel Complaints — 605800 

ftioeCompbiats 667176 

Water and Sewerage 

Comp lain ts 897467 

Amman Municipality 
Complaints .................. 787111 

Telephone Infor ma tion 

(directory assistance) 121 

Overseas Calls 010230 

Central Amman Telepho ne 

Repairs 7 ... ,T?.t623101- 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661 TOl - 

JordanTdevmon 773 II L 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Ekcviaty Authority 

815615 

Electric Power 

Company 636381 

RJ Flight Information .... 08-53200 
Queen Aha Ind. Airport 08-53200 


HOSPITALS 


AMMAN: 


Hussein Medical Centre 813813/32 
Kbagdi Maternity, J. Amu 

644281/6 

AkSeh Maternity, J. Amu. 

642441/2 

J atari Amman Maternity .... 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine, Sluaeistuii 607071 

Shmeisani Hospital 669131 

University Hospital ...... 845845 

AJ-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

The Islamic, AbdaB 666127/37 

Al-AUuAbdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen ... 777101/3 
AJ-Basbir, J. Ashnfieb 775112/26 

ArmyJMarka 891611/15 

Queen Aba Hospital .... 60224050 

Anal Hospital 607155 

The Arab Centre for Heart and 
Special Surgery 865199 

ZARQA: 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 
l__ZanjaJiatfc»al fkuphaj 

— -ftm-Slna- Hospital ..7...V |o9)986732 
Al H0m Modem Hospital (09)990990 
□USD: 

Princess Basma Hospital (02)275555 

OfMtCathofic Hospital (02)272275 

Ibn AINafecs Hospital (02)247100 

AQABA: 

Princess Haya Hospital (0313141 11 

QUEEN AUA - 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPOHT 


This mfoonatioo is suppUcd-bytr 
Royal Jordamh (RJ) afonaaboa 
d qmGu c af at tbe Queen AH* for 
temaiumai Aiipott Tel. ( 08)53200- 
S, where it shoetd always be vert- 
fled. 


AHBVAU 

Royal Jordanian (RJ) 

Flights 

(Terminal 1) 

ten 

Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RJ 

17:29 Sanaa HU 1 

te29 Dbahran, Rludfa (RJ 1 

te38 New Delhi (RJ 

BeirutfRJ) 

IMS ........... Muscat, Dubai (RJ) 

lfc2» - Colombo (RJ) 

1625 London (RJ) 

1&45 New York, Amsterdam (RJ) 

■ 17:35 .Moscow (Rfl 

- AUBsniRij' 

18:46 CaabteK*rTuoa(fy ) 

19:11 Bangkok, (RJ) 

19:15.... Al 'Am, Abu Dhabi (FJ) 

19-J5 RomeiRJ) 

ten Lamaca (RJ) 

91M Jeddah (add) (RJ) 

Otfiur Flight* (Terminal 2 ) 

~~I2M Abu Dhabi. DohafGF) 

13fc46 Stariqab(AH) 

1*66 Riyadh (SV) 


20:16 

iaaaJ... 
23:» ...:. 
-01t|5 
•126 


- Doha(Q7) 

- Dubai (EK) 

.. Paris. Damascus ( AP) 

Bdrm(ME9 

Cairo (MS) 

Istanbul (TK) 

: London. (KJ) 

Amsterdam (KL) 


DEPARTURES 
Royal Jordanian (RJ) 
nigiite 
(Tanninall} 

•605 Beirut (RJ) 

>7:15 Moscow (RJ) 

nab.... Abu Dhabi, Al* Am (RJ) 
1120 ... Amsterdam, Qricaeo(RJ) 

1125 Montreal, Toronto (RJ) 

11:15 :~Romc(RJ) 

1226 PuiilRJ] 

1225 London (BJ) 

12:15....... Athens (RJ) 

- - Jeddah (Add) (RJ) 

26:16 Cairo (RJ) 

2M5 Lamm (RJ] 

> M . 15. uijiiw. j .—Bahrain. DofaatRJ] 

..2^*5 Kuala LnnqMr, Jakarta (RJJ 

Ollwr Fllgltte (twnSnM 2 ) 

te®* Bdnit. London (BAJ 

•7=45 Bonn (ME 

Abn Dhabi, Al 'Ain, Muscat (GF1 
1326 — Algiers (AH] 

17:15 Dubai (EK 

21:16 - - Cairo (MS] 


Amsterdam (KL) 


JB1AZ RAILWAY TUUH 

■D^foaa «. &Q0 «j&.etety Monday 
Air.Dtama 5$0p.m- every Monday 
Dep.D«BNeui 7-30 ajn.erciy Sunday 
Arr.Aaanm — 5fl0pji.ererySond*y 

market prices 

MpperfktwcT price in Sb per kg. 


Apple 

Bunin 

Banana {Mobu 
Banana (impor 

C«W»gc 

Carrot 

Cauliflower .... 


700(300 


Grape Fruit .... 

-1 /rnn w ... 

Mamjw (la^) 
Marrow (mull) 

. Onion (necn) ., 
Omon(my) — 
Onuse ........... 

Pepper (hot) - 
Pepper (sweet) 

Potato — 

Radish — 


‘'String Beanr 

Tangerine 
Tomato ......... 


f) — 620 

wonoo 

W0/ 50 

260/150 

— 110/50 

20CV 120 

350 020- 

200/ 100 

750000 

220/150 

250180 

__7~12Q/80- 

230/150 

220150 

230/ 150 

540/400 

260/180 

260180 

260/ 180 

1SQ/8Q 

12080 

-530 / 450 

230/20Q 

.......... 170100 
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Prince Abdullah opens 
university extension 


AMMAN (Petra) — His 
Royal Highness Prince 
Abdullah Ben A1 Hussein 
Wednesday inaugurated the 
new extension to the Isra'a 
University where the facul- 
ties of sciences, medical 
sciences and pharmaceuti- 
cal studies are to' be housed. 

Prince Abdullah, accom- 
panied by university Presi- 
dent Abdul Bari Durra, 
toured the new building 
which also includes the 
library, laboratories and 
teaching halls. 


Dr. Durra delivered on 
address at the inauguration 
ceremony which outlined 
the objectives of this pri- 
vate university, established 
in 1991 and located along 
the highway to the Queen 
Alia International Airport. 
The university provides 
courses that meet the needs 
of the local job market, 
according to Dr. Durra. 

Prince Abdullah was pre- 
sented with a token gift on 
the occasion. 


Amman to host UNCTAD 
preparatory conference 


Ministry of Education Secretary General Izzat Jaradat Wednesday inspects progress 
at an examination hall where the country's students are taking their Tawjihi exami- 
nations. (Petra photo) 

Ministry reports smooth progress 
on first day of national exams 


JUST goes ahead with 
construction of hospital 


AMMAN (Petra) — Minis- 
ter of Industry and Trade 
Ali Abul Ragheb 
announced Wednesday that 
early next month, Amman 
will host a conference for 
46 Asian nations and world 
organisations to prepare for 
the general United Nations 
Conference on Trade and 
Development ( UNCTAD). 

The UNCTAD confer- 
ence is scheduled to be held 
in South Africa between 
April 29 and May 11 next 
year. 

Speaking after a meeting 
by the committee preparing 


for next mouth’s event, the 
minister said there will be a 
meeting of wo different 
levels: The first will be 
attended by officials on Jan. 
6 and 7 at the Royal Cultur- 
al Centre in Amman. 

The second will be a 
three-day ministerial meet- 
ing to be opened under 
royal patronage on Jan. S. 

The conference will dis- 
cuss policies and strategies 
for development around the 
world and their impact on 
Asian nations. It will also 
assess various development 
problems facing Third 


World nations, the minister 
said. 

Mr. Abul Ragheb said 
investments and trade 
issues as well as world 
financial markets and the 
problem of indebtedness 
will also be on the agenda. 

According to Mr. Abul 
Ragheb, questions on sus- 
tainable development, 
poverty problems and aid to 
Third World nations will be 
given due attention by dele- 
gates. 

The delegates will 
include representatives of 
46 organisations. 


AMMAN (J.T.) — The Ministry of Educa- 
1 1 f . non Wednesday reported that there were no 
ijnj problems reported on the first day of the 
Tawjihi examinations which took place in 
all govemorates across the Kingdom. 

* fi A ministry official told the Jordan Tunes 
*)[} that seven students took their examinations 
in hospitals due to their inability to be dis- 
charged from hospital, and that II deaf and 
; :dumb students took their exams at special 
Z 1 ■: education centres under the supervision of 
; specialists. 

• A central operations room at the ministry 
in Amman monitored the progress of the 
examinations, the official said 
Ministry Secretary General Izzat Jaradat 
_ ■ who toured a number of examination halls 
in the Amman region, said he spoke with 
students who told him that exam questions 
_ were not so difficult. 

Dr. Jaradat said the operations room at the 
. ' ministry was in constant touch with various 
- departments of education around the coun- 
:• try. 


Education Department officials in various 
govemorates toured examination halls in 
Lheir respective regions to supervise the 
process. 

A total of 7,500 teachers have been 
assigned to start correcting answer sheets 
Friday in centres set up specifically for this 
purpose in Amman, Irbid, Zarqa, Balqa 
Kerak and Ml' an. 

The exams, which are scheduled to end 
on Jan. 6, are in the scientific, literary, 
commreical, agricultural and vocational 
streams. 

This is the first phase of the Tawjihi 
examination. The second will take place in 
May 1996. 

According to an earlier announcement by 
the Ministry of Education, this is the last 
time a two-phase Tawjihi examination will 
take place. 

As of next year, Tawjihi examinations 
will be taken once at the end of each 
scholastic year. 


RAMTHA (J.T.) — The 
Jordan University of Sci- 
ence and Technology 
(JUST) is going ahead with 
preparations for a 650-bed 
hospital to be built at the 
premises of the university, 
near Ramtha, according to 
a JUST official Wednesday. 

JUST has so far 
despatched 35 doctors 
abroad for different special- 
isation training and is 
employing 20 local and 15 
foreign nursing instructors 
to take up their jobs once 
the hospital bas been for- 
mally inaugurated, the offi- 
cial added. 

He said the total number 
of employees at the hospital 
will eventually reach 3,000. 

According to Sa’ad 
Hijazi, the new president of 
JUST, work on the hospital 
began in December of 1993 
and when completed, it will 
have a total area of 110,000 
square metres in area to be 
adjoined by a 9,000 square 
metre car park. 

The hospital, which is 
expected to cost JD 50 mil- 
lion is being financed by tbe 


Seminar fails to find concrete solutions 
to problems in higher education policies 


By Alia Ibiiknn 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A seminar 
examining higher education 
in Jordan failed to reach 
concrete conclusions 
regarding problems facing 
universities, although most 
participants agreed that 
funding was a major con- 
cern. 

The two-day seminar, 
which ended Sunday, dis- 
cussed issues such as the 
anient admissions quota 
system and policies in vari- 
ous Jordanian universities, 
higher education and the 
Jordanian labour market, 
the role of private universi- 
ties in the Kingdom, as well 
as legislation concerning 
higher education. 

In outlining tbe policies 
of admission to Jordanian 
universities. Minister of 
Higher Education Rateb 
Saoud, defended the quota 
system and the allocation of 
seats for under-privileged 
students. 

According to Dl Saoud, 
the “current educational 
disparities...are producing 
two kinds of students — 
those who are more apt to 
obtain a sound education, 


and those who are less priv- 
ileged.” 

Based on this fact, he stat- 
ed, the applications of those 
who are considered to be 
under-privileged cannot be 
compared on an equal foot- 
ing with those who have 
had a better quality of basic 
education. 

One of Dr. Saoud’s pro- 
posals was the eradication 
of present disparities in 
education facilities offered 
in rural and urban areas. 

Teachers, in rural areas 
should be given more mon- 
etary incentives, he said. 
He did not mention where 
these additional funds 
would come from. 

Responding to Dr. 
Saoud's comments, 

Islamist member of parlia- 
ment Bas sara Emousb 
questioned the criteria used 
by the ministry to judge 
who is and is not under- 
privileged. Dr. Emoush 
also argued tbat (he admis- 
sion quota was too large. 

Currently 27% of the 
number of students enrolled 
at state universities in 1995 
were admitted under the. 
quota system. 

Eid Dahiyat. a former 
minister of higher educa- 


tion, accused private uni- 
versities of becoming com- 
mercialised and of being 
run on the principle of prof- 
it. 

Dr. Dahiyat suggested 
that these universities be 
operated more like private 
universities in the West, 
especially the United 
States, which “are run on 
private funds that come 
from donations and grants.” 

President of the Universi- 
ty of Applied Sciences 
Bashir Khadra, proposed 
that “the Council for High- 
er Education, as well as the 
Ministry of Higher Educa- 
tion must only have organi- 
sational and supervisory 
roles, and not a direct 
administrative role, in rela- 
tion to public and private 
universities, and communi- 
ty colleges. “ 

Under the current legisla- 
tion, the Council for Higher 
Education and the Ministry 
of Higher Education are 
responsible for the adminis- 
tration of public and private 
universties, as well as com- 
munity colleges. They set 
admission standards, cur- 
ricula, fees, and provide 
licences. The Ministry of 
Higher Education also acts 


as an executive body. 

Professor Khadra also 
called for the bridging of 
the gap between communi- 
ty colleges and universities, 
and that certain students, 
having proved their acade- 
mic merits in colleges, be 
admitted into universities. 

Graduates from commu- 
nity-colleges have for the, 
past ten years campaigned 
to get admissions into state 
universities, but to no avail. 

Minister of Administra- 
tive Development, Mohed- 
din Toq, said practical and 
applied science courses at 
universities were not up to 
acceptable standards, and 
attributed this to a lack of 
resources and facilities. 

He said graduates from 
Jordanian universities lack 
scientific thinking and ana- 
lytical skills, a knowledge 
of foreign languages, and 
computer skills. 

He added that these three 
deficiencies “reflect nega- 
tively on the capability and 
efficiency of the labour 
market.” 

Although most called on 
an increase in fends avail- 
able to universities, none 
suggested where these 
fends sbould come from. 


Umra pilgrims told to immunise 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Minisiry of Awqaf and Islamic 
Affairs announced Wednesday that as of the beginning of 
1996 Saudi authorities will no longer allow people to per- 
form the Umra pilgrimage to Mecca unless they hold a 
certificate of immunisation against meningitis. The 
authorities have said the certificate is necessary to prevent 
the spread of this disease among pilgrims. At the same 
time Minister of Interior Salameh Hammad said Wednes- 
day he has authorised governors in various regions to 
issue temporary permits for vehicles transporting pilgrims 
to Mecca. The permits used to be issued by the traffic 
department. 

Mail box owners to pay fees 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Ministry of Post and Communi- 
cations Wednesday called on members of the public who 
own mail boxes at post offices in Jordan to pay the JD7.5 
fee during January. The ministry said subscribers have 
two extra months within which to pay for the privilege of 
ownership, but added that a 50 per cent doubling on the 
original fee, as a fine, will be imposed- There will be- a 
three-month deadline for payment, after which ownership 


of the mail boxes will be cancelled. 


Limited licence test exemption issued 

AMMAN (Petra) — The Department for Licencing Dri- 
vers and Vehicles in Marka announced Wednesday that as 
of January 1, small vehicles made in 1994, 1995 and 1996 
and owned by diplomatic missions, will be exempted from 
the technical test upon renewal of the vehicle’s licence. It 
also said that other cars with licence plates ending in even 
numbers and manufactured between 1987 and 1993 can 
bave Lheir licence renewed without undergoing technical 
tests. 


88 accidents dealt with in one day 

AMMAN (Petra) — Tbe Civil Defence Department 
(CDD) said Wednesday it dealt with 88 accidents in 24 
hours, and in which 33 persons were injured. One of the 
incidents involved a person who was rushed to Bashir hos- 
pital suffering from suffocation after a kerosene heater 
was left alight in his bedroom. In another incident, which 
occurred in the Jordan Valley, a man was injured when an 
old mine exploded near him. 


state which is covering 
nearly one third of the cost, 
as well as through loans 
from the Arab Fund for 
Economic and Social 
Development and the 
Islamic Development Bank 
which are jointly paying the 
rest. 

The hospital, which could 
be expanded later to have 800 
beds will offer different ser- 
vices to residents of the 
northern regions of the coun- 
try, in addition to being a 
training hospital for JUST 
medical students. 

According to Dr. Hijazi 
who took over the universi- 
ty's presidency some two 
months ago, with the comple- 
tion of the hospital tbe num- 
ber of hospital beds in the 
Irbid region will be increased 
from nine to 12 for every 
10,000 citizens. 

The 650-bed hospital, how- 
ever, has extended its con- 
struction period from 44 
months to 50 months, tbe 
JUST official said. 

The hospital is expected to 
be completed by the middle 
of 1998. 


Jerash Festival ‘scandalous,’ 
deputy tells Parliament 


By Sa'eda Kilani 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — An Islamist parliamentarian 
lashed out at the government Wednesday, 
accusing it of supporting the Jerash Festi- 
val of Culture and Art which, he argued, 
“encourages scandalous dancing.” 
Member of the Islamic Action From 
Bloc at the Lower House of Parliament 
Bassam Emoush said the festival, which is 
held annually in July in the ancient city of 
Jerash, should be stopped because of its 
“provocative atmosphere." 

“We are not against culture or book 
exhibitions or traditional handicraft," said 
Dr. Emoush. “But we are against the scan- 
dalous dancing and swaying of youngsters 
during the disgraceful Jerash nights.” 

“The constitution states that the religion 
of this country is Islam, but what happens 
in Jerash is unacceptable in Islam. It (can- 
not be) that this festival is not sponsored 
by officials — financially, and in terms of 
security," he stated. 

In a written reply to an earlier question 
by the deputy, Minister of Culture S amir 


Habashoeh said Jerash Festival is spon- 
sored by a private cultural corporation that 
depends in its financing on its own 
resources and does not constitute a finan- 
cial burden on the state’s treasury. 

But in Wednesday's session. Dr. Emoush 
expressed surprise at the government’s 
reply and said no corporation could possi- 
bly host such a festival without the gov- 
ernment's help and support. 

“What kind of corporation is capable of 
unructing such international artistic 
groups and which bands accept the invita- 
tion of this corporation?" Dr. Emoush 
asked. “Do these singers from Lebanon, 
Tunisia, Syria and Egypt come to Jordan 
only to support culture and arts or do they 
(come tot col lea cheques of thousands of 
dinars for...songs delivered in a provoca- 
tive atmosphere that does not please 
God?" 

Dr. Emoush called on the government to 
either “refine” the festival or to put a halt 
to it, a demand which was not met with a 
reply from the government in Wednes- 
day’s session. 



Jordan, South Korea sign cultural, scientific accord 


AMMAN (Petra) — Jordan 
and South Korea Wednes- 
day signed an agreement 
for the implementation of a 
cultural and scientific exec- 
utive programme for 1996 
and 1997. 

The document, signed by 
Ministry of Planning Secre- 
tary General Nabii Amman 
and South Korean Ambas- 


sador to Jordan Jung-U Oh, 
provides for mutual cooper- 
ation in education, higher 
education. publications, 
exchange of postgraduate 
education, scholarships and 
visits by researchers and 
scholars from universities 
in either country. 

The document calls on 
both sides to encourage 


participation in tourism fes- 
tivals. The two sides will 
also exchange sports visits 
by officials to study sports 
installations and to discuss 
coordination in youth and 
sports issues. 

Jordan and South Korea 
will, under the agreement, 
cooperate in information 
and media affairs to facili- 


tate the exchange of televi- 
sion programmes and press 
material by national news 
agencies. 

Both countries will also 
exchange cultural publica- 
tions and information relat- 
ed to children's culture as 
well as in child welfare 



MUSIC RECITAL 

* Redtal of Eastern music at the Phoenix 
Gallery for Culture and Art, Gardens 
Street at 6.00 p.m. 

CHRISTMAS SALE 

*Gifts and crafts by Suha Lallas Kassisieh 
at the Jordan Design and Trade Centre of 
the Noor A1 Hussein Foundation, off Wadi 
Saqra Street (until Dec. 31). 


EXHIBITIONS 

* Works by artist Hind Nasser at Darat A1 
Funun (until Jan. 6). 

^Photography by poet Ibrahim NasraUah 
entitled "The Autobiography of an Eye" at 
Darat A1 Funun, Jabal Weibdeh. (Until Jan. 
4).* Photography exhibition "Biblical Itiner- 
aries" at the French Cultural Centre. (Until 
Dec. 30). 
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Japan’s man-behind-scenes 


becomes opposition chief 



TOKYO (R) — Ichiro 
Ozawa, a politician known 
for his strong-arm tactics 
and powerbroking, was 
■elected leader of Japan’s 
main opposition party 
Wednesday, a position 
which makes him chal- 
lenger for the premiership. 

His sole opponent and 
long-time colleague 
Tsutomu Hata conceded 
defeat after early returns 
showed Ozawa was set for a 
landslide victory in the race 
for bead of the Shinshinto 
(New Frontier Party), a 
broad-based party formed 
last year. 

“We have no regrets in 
fighting the election," Mr. 
Hata told reporters as he 
admitted defeat. “We should 
make sure that the results do 
not trigger a bitter internal 
struggle" 

Mr. Ozawa’s campaign 
office issued a statement 
claiming victory in the race. 
“Ozawa’s election platform 
was understood and appre- 
ciated by many citizens," 
said Toshihiro Nikai, head 
of Mr. Ozawa's campaign 
office. 

Announcing the first 
round of partial returns, the 
party’s election commission 
said Mr. Ozawa garnered 
205,500 votes against Mr. 
Hata’s $4,500. The commis- 
sion was expected to 
announce complete results 
later Wednesday. 

The race between Mr. 
Ozawa, 53, who master- 
minded the merger of nine 
smaller parties into the 
Shinshinto last year, and 
Mr. Hata, 60, prime minister 


Ichiro Ozawa 

for two months in 1994, has 
been closely watched for its 
impact on politics next year. 

Mr. Ozawa has vowed to 
unseat the coalition headed 
by Socialist Prime Minister 
Tomiichi Murayama and 
dominated by the conserva- 
tive Liberal Democratic 
Party (LDP). He could well 
become Japan's prime min- 
ister if Shinshinto wins the 
□ext general elections. 

Mr. Murayama need not 
call snap polls until mid- 
1997, but many members of 
parliament, both in the 
opposition and ruling 
camps, have said Mr. 
Murayama would most like- 


ly call general elections 
around June next year. 

The ruling coalition cur- 
rently holds 294 seats in the 
511 -member Lower House 
Of Parliament, against 
Shinshinto's 170. 

Mr. Ozawa, along with his 
opponent Hata, defected 
from the LDP in 1993 over 
political reform. 

He has espoused faster 
and deeper reforms than the 
ruling coalition, which rep- 
resents conservative farm- 
ers, small retailers and pub- 
lic-sector unions. 

Mr. Ozawa has called for 
Japan to play a more lead- 
ing role in global and 


regional affairs, a position 
shared by many in the LDP. 
but rejected by the pacifist 
Socialists. 

Mr. Ozawa was instru- 
mental in placing or remov- 
ing four prime ministers 
before Mr. Murayama, first 
as leader of the dominant 
faction of the LDP and then 
as a powerbroker in the 
anti-LDP camp. 

In the premiership race in 
June 1994, Mr. Ozawa 
a gain gambled on one of his 
ex-proteges, former Prime 
Minister Toshiki Kaifu, but 
lost the crucial parliamen- 
tary vote to Mr. Murayama, 
who was backed by the 
LDP. 

Mr. Ozawa’s style had 
been to manipulate politics 
from behind the scenes, and 
this had become increasing- 
ly unpopular inside the 
Shinshinto. But it re mains 
to be seen how Mr. Ozawa's 
emergence from the back 
room could affect the for- 
tunes of his party. 

In the party polls which 
began on Dec. 16, an esti- 
mated 1.68 million votes 
were cast — 220,000 by 
party members plus some 
1.46 mill ion by other adult 
citizens who paid 1,000 Yen 
($10) each to vote, party 
officials said. 

Shinshinto is expected to 
formally announce the win- 
ner late Wednesday, with 
Mr. Ozawa officially taking 
over Thursday from outgo- 
ing leader Kaifu, who did 
not stand in the election. 


Aunt guru ’s wife pleads 
innocence to murder charges 


Police divers 
called in to 
hunt for 


TOKYO (AFP) — The wife 
of Shoko Asahara, the Aura , 

Supreme Truth guru 
charged with mastermind- 
ing the Tokyo r subway gas 
attack, said Wednesday she 
had not conspired in the 
1994 murder of a sect mem- 
ber, although she was pre- 
sent during the lynching. 

Tomoko Matsuraoto, 37, 
told the Tokyo District 
Court that she had wit- 
nessed the lynch-munder of 
a renegade from the 
Doomsday Cult, but added: 
“I did not conspire with 
anyone in the slaying." 

“It is true that I happened 
to be on the scene and I am 
overwhelmed with shame 
for the fact,” said 
Matsumoto. charged with 
her assistant role in the mur- 
der. “It is true that there was 
the death.” 

Asahara. 40. has been 
alleged by some of his for- 
mer disciples to have 
ordered the murder of 
Kotaro Ochida in January 
1994 for trying to help an 


elderly female Aum mem- 
ber escape the cult’s main 
colony at the foot of Mount 
Fuji. 

Hideaki Yasuda, the son 
of the woman, has admitted 
in court that Asahara, whose 
real name is Michio 
Matsuraoto, forced him to 
join other people in stran- 
gling Ochida as capital pun- 
ishment for the escape 
attempt 

Asahara’s wife was arrest- 
ed in July and said in a writ- 
ten confession that she tried 
to talk the guru out of the 
execution but that “I cannot 
be exempted from moral 
responsibility.” 

The guru and his wife 
have six children, the oldest 
of them aged 17. 

The wife had served as 
acting head of the cult after 
Asahara was arrested in 
May on charges of master- 
minding the March 20 sub- 
way massacre, which left 1 1 
dead and some 5,500 
injured. 

He is also facing charges 


connected to another nerve- 
gas attack in (he old castle 
town of Matsumoto in 
1994, and to a series of 
murders and kidnappings. 

Meanwhile, Masato 
Yokoyaraa. one of several 
people charged with releas- 
ing the Nazi-invented sarin 
gas on trains in the Tokyo 
subway, said in a separate 
hearing at the Tokyo 
District Court that he had 
committed the crime under 
an order from Aum’s top 
scientist Hideo Murai. 

Murai was stabbed to 
death by a hitman allegedly 
hired by an underworld 
racket in April, a move 
widely seen as part of 
Asahara's campaign to 
silence him and blame all of 
Aum’s crimes on the dead 
man. 

The assassin. Hiroyuki Jo, 
was sentenced to 12 years in 
jail for the murder but no 
clear evidence was pro- 
duced to link him with the 
cult 


132 killed in bloodshed in 
S. Africa’s Zulu heartland 


DURBAN (R) — At least 132 people have 
been killed in political .and criminal vio- 
lence in South Africa's Zulu heartland 
province since last Friday, police said 
Wednesday. 

The toll compared to 90 victims of vio- 
lence in Kwazulu-Natal Province over the 
same period a week ago, police spokesman 
Superintendent Bala Naidoo told Reuters. 

In one of the worst incidents, police said 
more than 600 Zulus armed with spears, 
axes and guns swept through rural villages 
of Shobashobane in Izingolweni. on the 
Kwazulu-Natal south coast, burning, killing 
and looting in a suspected politically-moti- 
vated attack on Christmas day. 

Survivors told reporters that as they fled 
from an “Impi”. or Zulu column, advancing 
towards their village they ran straight into 
another marching towards them from the 
opposite direction in a traditional Zulu bat- 
tle tactic. 

At least 16 people were killed in the 
attack on homes of families of African 
National Congress supporters, police said. 

Deputy President TTiabo Mbeki Tuesday 
visited the scene of the massacre in 
Shobashobane outside Port Shepstone, 160 
kilomeires south of Durban. 

The ANC’s Kwazulu-Natal provincial 
spokesman Dumisani Makhaye Tuesday 
blamed the Zulu-based lnkatha Freedom 
Party for the massacre. 

But lnkatha spokesman Phillip Powell 
denied the allegations, saying lnkatha 
members had been “subjected to a wave of 
killing in the past three months”. 

A police spokesman told Reuters that 


Shobashobane was quiet Wednesday, 
adding he expected the toll to rise as more 
bodies were found in bumt-out houses. 

“Shobashobane is a ghost town. That 
means it is quiet since the attack. 1 can say 
that nobody has been arrested. There are 
units of the South African National Defence 
Force and the internal stability unit 
patrolling the area,” said Sergeant Andries 
van Aarde. 

Meanwhile a human rights watchdog 
group, the Network Of Independent 
Monitors (NIM), Wednesday called on 
Safety and Security Minister Sydney 
Mufamadi to allow independent investiga- 
tors to probe the south coast killings. 

“What is required is a team of indepen- 
dent investigators to be mandated to inves- 
tigate violence in this area, and in particular 
the recent massacres." the group said in a 
statement 

The attack was launched in defiance of a 
security force crackdown and a renewed 
peace initiative this month by President 
Nelson Mandela and his main political foe, 
lnkatha leader Chief Mangosuthu 
Buthelezi. 

lnkatha won power in Kwazulu-Natal 
while the ANC dominates the central gov- 
ernment after South Africa's first all-race 
elections last year. 

More than 13,000 people were killed in 
Kwazulu-Natal in political violence 
between supporters of the ANC and lnkatha 
in the decade leading up to the April 1994 
elections. 


bodies in 
S. African 
flood 

PIETERMARITZBURG, 
South Africa (AFP) — 
Police divers countrywide 
have been called in to assist 
in recovering bodies from a 
flooded river here after it 
raged through a shanty- 
town on Christmas day, 
police said Wednesday. 

Police spokesman 
Superintendent Henry 
Budhram said local police 
divers had been working 
non-stop since a cloudburst 
caused the Umsindusi 
River to burst its banks late 
Monday and flood through 
Edendale, a heavily-popu- 
lated black township 10 
kilometres from here. 

‘The men are exhaust- 
ed,” Mr. Budhram said. 
“We've now called in 
every available diver from 
around the country to assist 
them.” 

At least 131 bodies have 
already been recovered, 
according to Civil 
Protection Unit officials, 
although Mr. Budhram 
Wednesday morning put 
the official death toll at 
123. 

Pietermaritzburg, the 
Kwazulu-Natal provincial 
capita], was Tuesday 
declared a disaster area by 
provincial authorities. 

Deputy President Thabo 
Mbeki was Wednesday to 
visit the area to determine 
what assistance was need- 
ed from central govern- 
ment, his spokesman, 
Ricky Naidoo, said. 

The death toll from the 
flood is the worst recorded 
in South Africa’s history, 
eclipsing the 104 people 
killed when a flash flood 
swept through the central 
Cape Province town of 
Lamgsburg in 1981. 

Rescuers said more than 
1,000 people were left 
homeless by the Umsindusi 
flash flood while witnesses 
reported entire families and 
their shanties carried away 
by the torrent. 

Mr. Bqcfchram.... .said 
Wednesday' 'more- bodies 
were expected to be recov- 
ered as the level of the river 
began to drop. 

Witnesses said the reced- 
ing waters had left a trail of 
debris in streets and across 
fields. 



Lee Jim, 73-year-old owner of the luxury Sampoong 
Department Store, walks out of Seoul District Criminal 
Court after being sentenced to ten-and-a-half years in 
jail (AFP photo) 

Seoul store owner gets 10 
and-a-half years in prison 


SEOUL (AFP) — The 
owner of a shoddily-built 
luxury department store 
which collapsed last June 
here, killin g more than 500 
people, was jailed for 10 
and-a-half years Wednes- 
day, court officials said. 

Lee Jun, 73, owner of the 
Sampoong Department 
Store, was convicted of 
manslaughter through neg- 
ligence and embezzlement 
at a trial in the Seoul crimi- 
nal court. 

His son arid president of 
the store. Lee Han-Sang, 
was sentenced to seven 
years in prison on the same 
charges. 

The collapse, which was 
billed here as the worst 
peacetime disaster in South 
Korea, brought a total of 25 
people to justice. • 

^The ~ collapse was a 
tragedy spawned by corrup- 
tion and substandard con- 
struction work which is 
prevalent in our society,” a 
three-judge panel said in its 
ruling. 

“In order to help eradicate 
the widespread practice of 
substandard construction 
work, the court hands out 
heavy sentences for the 
accused,” it aided 
But a group of white- 
mouming clad relatives of 
the victims who crowded 
into the courtroom 
screamed for the death sen- 
tence. 

“Death to Lee Jun ... 
Bring my son back to life,” 
one of the mourners cried 
The court said Lee had 
violated construction regu- 
lations to secure more floor 
space in order to realise 
more profits and had bribed 
government officials in 
return for condoning flout- 
ed rules. 

Two former beads of the 
Socho district office — Lee 
Choong-Woo and Hwang 
Chul-Min — were also 


handed prison terms and 
fined for accepting bribes 
from Sampoong in return 
for allowing illegal modifi- 
cations to the building. 

The first official, whose 
office is in the area where 
Sampoong was located 
received a three-year jail 
sentence with a $16,880 
fine, and the second two 
and-a-half years in prison 
with a $15,580 fine. 

A third district office offi- 
cial was sentenced to two 
and-a-half years in prison. 

Two Sampoong officials, 
two construction designers 
and a construction company 
official were handed jail 
sentences ranging from one 
and half years to three years 
in prison, also for 
manslaughter through neg- 
ligence: 

Fifteen others received 
suspended jail sentences 
and fines. 

The multi-storey store 
collapsed under its own 
weight within minutes on 
June 29, burying hundreds 
of shoppers and salesper- 
sons under tonnes of debris. 
More than 1,000 were 
injured. 

The collapse sent shock 
waves throughout the coun- 
try and prompted President 
Kim Young-Sam to order 
safety checks of apartment 
blocks and public buildings 
nationwide and step up sur- 
veillance of construction 
work. 

The rescue work dragged 
on for more than a month 
hampered by underground 
fires, spawning a series of 
dramas, including the 
miraculous survival of a 
teenager rescued from 
under the debris 17 days 
after the collapse. 

The shop owner had bis 
assets worth some $394 
million frozen by govern- 
ment authorities for com- 
pensation for the victims. 


China gives up with 
Patten over Hong Kong 
handover — banker 

HONG KONG (AFP) — going ahead with electoral 
Beijing has totally given up reforms in the territory in 
on Governor Chris Patten the rnn-up to 1 997. 
over issues relating to Hong Tt is obvious that they 
Kong’s transition to (Chinese) are irritated. It 
Chinese rule in 1997, shouldn't be so," said Mr. 


according to a former top 
banker in the territory. 

Sir Michael Sandberg, 
chairman of the Hong Kong 
and Shanghai Banking 
Corp, from 1977-86, 
sharply criticised the gover- 
nor for the way he has han- 
dled his mandate in Hong 
Kong. 

In an interview published 
in the Eastern Express 
newspaper Wednesday, he 
accused Mr. Patten of trying 
to govern “by himself’ with 
a direct line to British 
Prime NJinister John Major. 

He said" the bridge that 
had been built up with 
China following the 1984 
declaration on the sover- 
eignty changepver had been 
“blown up” by Mr. Patten. 

The governor has angered 
Beijing by unilaterally 


Sandberg. “We would all 
like to see absolute free- 
doms. But you can't super- 
impose your institutions on 
other countries. Human 
rights (are) something we 
all want," he said. 

Mr. Sandberg, 68, 
described Mr. Patten as “a 
man running out of time” 
and “a politician who has 
been well and truly 
stumped by the opposing 
team,” 

consider Chris Patten to 
be very sincere but he is hy- 
ing to govern by himself. 
He must lake advice," said 
Mr. Sandberg. 

“He operates on a direct 
phone line to the prime 
minister. Previous gover- 
nors have always had a 
chain of communications," 
he said. 


China 
defends 
human rights 
record after 
dissident 
jailing 

BEIJING (AFP) — Two 
weeks after banding its 
most famous dissident a 
14-year jail term, China 
mounted a defence of its 
human rights record 
Wednesday while accusing 
the West of double-stan- 
dards and interference in 
domestic affairs. 

A 23,000-character gov- 
ernment white paper laud- 
ed the overall improvement 
of human rights in China 
over the past four years, 
which it said was reflected 
in current levels of “nation- 
al unity, domestic harmony 
and a continually rising 
standard of living.” 
Significantly, the docu- 
ment also affirmed the 
rights of Chinese citizens 
to hold opposing political 
views to the government so 
long as they do not resort to 
criminal activities. 

The publication of the 
white paper, entitled “the 
progress of human rights in 
China,” comes just two 
weeks after a Beijing court 
sentenced the country’s 
best-known dissident, Wei 
Jingsheng, to 14 years for 
sedition. The sentence, 
which Mr. Wei has 
appealed, was strongly 
condemned by the West 
Observers here said the 
document laid out China’s 
likely line of defence 
against a resolution criti- 
cising Beijing's human 
rights record that is expect- 
ed to be tabled at the U.N. 
Human Rights Commi- 
ssion in March. 

The white paper reiterat- 
ed China's stance that a 
history of foreign invasion, 
exploitation and oppres- 
sion had left China with a 
unique human rights agen- 
da, in which national 
development and the right 
of people to food and cloth- 
ing took top priority. 

“China’s principled stand 
on human rights has won 
support from many coun- 
tries in the world,” it said, 
adding that the government 
had always stood for 
“maintaining world peace 
and promoting the healthy 
development of interna- 
tional human rights.” 

A U.S. State Department 
global survey of human 
rights published earlier this 
year said China had made 
no progress in human 
rights and highlighted arbi- 
trary arrests, detentions 
without trial and torture of 
prisoners. 

Wednesday’s white paper 
indirectly refitted Washing- 
ton’s charges, saying China 
abided by the principles on 
human rights set out in the 
U.N. Charter, and accused 
developed nations of dou- 
ble standards over human 
rights and using the issue 
as a pretext to interfere in 
China’s internal affairs. 

“Hegemony, power poli- 
tics and an unfair economic 
order still exist, imperiling 
world peace and develop- 
ment and hindering the 
realisation of human rights 
and basic freedoms,” it 
said. 

“This is a classic example 
of China's faith in the idea 
that attack is the best form 
of defence ” a Western 
diplomat said. 

“It brushes over the out- 
cry over Wei Jingsheng and 
sends a clear message to 
the commission in Geneva 
that it will not be cowed by 
international criticism,” he 
added 

The white paper strongly 
rejected documented 
reports by human rights 
organisations of state-sanc- 
tioned abuses in the coun- 
try’s criminal justice sys- 
tem. 

“China opposes the prac- 
tice of forcing confessions 
and giving credence to 
them and strictly prohibits 
the use of cruel punishment 
in every link of the judicial 
work.” 

Some 398 cases of judi- 
cial abuse were investigat- 
ed in 1994. the document 
said, adding that “police 
and other people involved" 
were punished, with some 
even receiving the death 
sentence. 


Norwegian crown 
prince to study in 
U.S. 

OSLO (AFP) - Norway’s 
Crown Prince Haakon, 22, 
has broken with tratfition 
by deciding to pursue his 
university studies in the 
United States next year 
rather than England, the 
royal palace said Wednes- 
day. The heir to tire Nor- 
wegian throne will study 
political science, but Ire has 
not yet decided which uni- 
versity he would like to 
attend. Both his fatira. 
King Harald V, and grand- 
father. the late King Olav, 
graduated from Balliol 
College. Oxford, in I960 
and 1926 respectively 
Prince Haakon has com- 
pleted two years at the 
Norwegian Naval Acade- 
my and holds the grade of 
lieutenant He is currently 
serving one year aboard tire 
torpedo boat KNM Oem 
off the Norwegian coast 

Deal that should 
have been 

MARSEILLE, France 
(AFP) — The lawyer who 
bought Jeanne Calment’s 
apartment on an annuity 
arrangement 30 years ago 
though he was on to a good 
thing: At age 90 she was 
unlikely to live much 
longer, so he would be able 
to take over the property. 
But Tuesday, as Miss 
Calmem remained hale and 
relatively hearty at age 
120, relatives of Andre- 
Francois Raffray were 
preparing to bury him:; he 
died on Christmas day 
(Monday), aged a mere 77. 
Friends of Raffray. a local 
notary (solicitor) in the 
southern, town of Aries, had 
in the past joked about his 
unfortunate arrangement 
with Jeanne Calmem. 
which he had always 
refiised to discuss with the 
press. Under the life annu- 
ity scheme, a popular 
arrangement in France, he. 
was to pay her 2.500 francs 
(around $500) a month for 
however long she lived, 
after which he would 
become the owner of her 
first-floor apartment Ms. 
Calment who earlier this 
year became the oldest liv- 
ing person known any- 
where in the world, and 
who remembers meeting 
painter Vincent van Gogh 
as a girl, had herself joked 
about it Tn life, people 
sometimes make rotten 
deals ” she said. 

Janet Jackson to 
close deal with 
Virgin 

NEW YORK (AFP) — Pop 
singer Janet Jackson is 
close to a deal with Virgin 
Records that would pay her 
between $50 million and 
$90 million, the Wall Street 
Journal reports this week. 
“The negotiations aren’t 
complete, but they are 
close to reaching a pact,” 
according to a senior exec- 
utive familiar with the d e al 
quoted by the journal. The 
daily newspaper also said 
Jackson, who has been 
looking for a new contract 
for the last few months, 
was crying to gain owner- 
ship of her original record 
masters and a cut in the 
profits on each al- 
bum. Virgin is a division of 
London-based Thorn Etni 
Pic. 

Book released on 
Nixon-Presley 
meeting 

WASHINGTON (AFP) — 
A bizarre 1970 White 
House encounter between 
President Richard Nixon 
and singing legend Elvis 
Presley has become the 
subject of a book — and 
tt’s 61 pages long. The 
aptly-titled “The day Elvis 
met Nixon,” was written by 
the presidential aide who 
set up the encounter. Egil 
“Bud” Krogh, * and its 
release was timed to coin- 
cide wife the 25th anniver- 
sary of the Dec. 21, 1970 
encounter, “Well, the word 
strange’ comes to mind, 
definitely," Krogb said of 
the meeting, set up so 
Presley could discuss the 
nation s war on drugs. 
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Police arrest a striking taxi driver in downtown Montijhee district as several thousand drivers backed 
by owners went on a rampage in the Bangladeshi capital (AFP photo) 

Bangladesh opposition boycott opens poll floodgate 


DHAKA (R) — The boy- 
cott by tbe main opposition 
of February’s elections has 
opened the floodgates for a 
host of individuals trying lo 
cash in on Bangladesh’s 
political crisis. 

Election commission offi- 
cials said Wednesday the 
polidcal aspirants, mostly 
from parties and groups 
never heard of before, asked 
about financial and other 
facilities they could expect 

Many wanted exemption 
from security deposits. 
Others wanted cash from 
the government or election 
expenses from the commis- 
sion, said one official who 
declined to be identified. 

“We can hardly convince 
them that anyone contesting 
tbe polls must abide by all 
the ru]e$ set tw {be commis- 
Sibit Aim they don’t include; 


any material gains in what- 
ever form,” he told Reuters. 

General elections are due 
to be held on February 7 
after President Abdur 
Rahman Biswas dissolved 
parliament last month. 

But major opposition par- 
ties, led by the Awami 
League of Sheikh Hasina, 
said they would boycon the 
polls unless Prime Minister 
Begum Khaleda Zia resigns 
and allows a neutral care- 
taker administration to 
supervise the voting. 

Mrs. Khaleda, elected in 
1991 in what were billed as 
Bangladesh's first free 
polls, has . rejected the 
demands as unconstitution- 
al. She ihlso denies charges 
that her government rigged 
a 1994 parliamentary by- 
election and engaged in 
sweeping corruption: , . . . 


Backstage meetings 
between the opposition and 
the ruling Bangladesh 
Nationalist Party (BNP) 
over the past two weeks, 
arranged by U.S. 
Ambassador David Merrill, 
have failed to bring any 
agreement. 

“We have reiterated our 
position very clearly to the 
BNP leaders that we will 
accept nothing short of a 
neutrally-supervised elec- 
tion,” said an Awami leader, 
Amir Hossain Amu, 
Wednesday. 

Opposition legislators 
resigned from parliament in 
December 1994 following a 
10-month boycott, leaving 
the country in apparently 
unending political turmoil. 

Restive opposition groups 
have organised a series of 
strikes and blockades^but 


have so far failed to move 
the prime minister. 

‘The rush of unexpected, 
would-be candidates grows 
every day as prospects of an 
opposition boycott gain 
ground,” one commission 
official said. 

“Many party leaders don't 
have a party letterhead and 
some asked if such things 
could be supplied by the 
commission.” 

One political analyst said 
tbe main motive was a hope 
of making money in return 
for taking pan in the polls. 

Banglabazar Patrika 
newspaper said Wednesday 
the BNP was tacitly encour- 
aging the “virtually non- 
existent and newly floated 
parties” to enter die fray so 
that it could avoid being 
blared for Jiplding an uni r 
lateral poll ...1 'l.\ 


Chun drinks ‘kimchi’ water, 
hints at stopping hunger strike 
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SEOUL (AFP) — Jailed 
former South Korean 
President Chun Doo-Hwan 
Wednesday hinted that he 
might stop a 25-day-long 
hunger strike and started 
drinking salty fermented 
cabbage (kimchi) water, 
government officials said. 

Mr. Chun, who has eased 
his fast by taking water 
enriched with sugar, salt 
and vitamins, stoned drink- 
ing kimchi water and taking 
medicines to line his stom- 
ach, the justice ministry 
officials said. 

An unidentified offical of 
the Police Hospital, to 
which Mr. Chun was moved 
from Anyang Prison eight 
days ago, said Mr. Chun had 
“virtually” stopped starving 
himself after suffering 
insomnia, a slow pulse and 
dizziness. 

Mr. Chun has been refus- 
ing solid food or intra- 
venous feeding since he was 


arrested on Dec. 3 on 
mutiny charges related to a 
1979 miliary coup, which 
led to the massacre of more 
than 200 pro-democracy 
protestors in Kwangju. 

A doctor at the hospital 
said earlier Wedneday that 
Mr. Chun, a former general, 
had persistently demanded 
water in which rice is 
washed. 

The milky water, which 
contains limited amount of 
starch and vitamins, is often 
used here to help patients 
recover from a long fast. 

“Mr. Chun shows signs of 
increasing nervousness and 
has difficulties in speech,” 
Lee Kwon-Jun of Seoul's 
Police Hospital told journal- 
ists. 

In a related development, 
prosecutors Wednesday 
launched an on-the-spot 
inspection in the southwest- 
ern city of Kwangju as part 
of ongoing investigation of 


the Kwangju massacre. 

A group of relatives of the 
victims mobbed four prose- 
cutors, protesting that the 
inspection was not thorough 
enough, witnesess said. 

The bloodshed occured 
after Mr. Chun and his 1979 
coup colleagues rose to 
power by extending martial 
law throughout the country. 
Mr. Chun was president in 
1980 to 19S8. 

He also faces corruption 
charges after more than 
$300 million of his personal 
money had been traced in 
bank accounts and real 
estate holdings. 

Mr. Chun was indicted 
last week, together with his 
successor and coup col- 
league Roh Tae-Woo, who 
is already on trial for taking 
bribes from business leaders 
while in office from 1988 to 
1993. 


Support wanes for queen in Australia 
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CANBERRA (R> — More 
than one in two Australians 
want an Australian head of 
state, while only one in 
three want the British 
monarch. Queen Elizabeth, 
to remain as Australia's 
queen, according to a poll 
published Wednesday. 

Ruling Labour Party offi- 
cials said the poll in the 
Australian newspaper 
showed strong public sup- 
port for Rime Minister Paul 
Keating’s push for a repub- 
lic, set to be a key issue in a 
national election which has 


to be held by May. 

The poll found 56 per cent 
of respondents wanted an 
Australian bead of state, 
against 36 per cent who 
wanted the monarchy to 
remain. 

Mr. Keating is campaign- 
ing strongly for Australia to 
become a republic by 2001, 
the centenary of federation, 
to replace the present sys- 
tem under which a gover- 
nor-general acts as the 
queen’s representative in 
Australia. 

“This (poll) shows how 


strong the feelings are out 
there on the republic,” one 
Labour official said. 

The conservative opposi- 
tion coalition of liberal and 
national parties does not 
officially endorse or oppose 
the push for a republic. It 
has pledged to hold a peo- 
ple’s convention on the con- 
stitution if it wins the elec- 
tion, expected in March. 

The opposition holds a 
commanding lead over Mr. 
Keating’s government in 
opinion polls, about seven 
percentage points. 


India suspects Pakistan in arms air-drop 


NEW DELHI (AFP) — 
Pakistan’s military intelli- 
gence is suspected of 
organising last week’s mys- 
terious air-drop of weapons 
over eastern India, a senior 
minister was quoted as say- 
ing Wednesday. 

Home Minister S.B. 
Chavan told reporters in the 
western city of Pune that the 
“needle of suspicion” point- 
ed towards Pakistan’s Inter- 
Services Intelligence (ISI) 


agency, the Press Trust of 
India news agency report- 
ed. Describing the parachut- 
ing of the weapons as a 
“new feature of terrorist 
tactics," Mr. Chavan 
described the incident as “a 
serious development which 
cannot be taken lightly.” 
The home minister, the 
effective number two in the 
cabinet of Prime Minister 
P.V. Narasimha Rao, said ir 
was too early to say who the 


assault rifles, rocket launch- 
ers, pistols and thousands of 
rounds of ammunition were 
intended for. 

Three parachute-loads of 
arms were dropped near 
Puruliya in the eastern state 
of West Bengal on Dec. 17 
from a Hong Kong-regis- 
tered AN-26 transport 
plane. 


Kohl named 
European of 
the Year 

PARIS (AFP) — German 
Chancellor Helmut Kohl 
was named European of 
the Year for his work in the 
European Union, the 
French Roman Catholic 
weekly La Vie which cre- 
ated the award announced 
Wednesday. 

Jacques Delors, the for- 
mer president of the 
European Commission 
who beaded the interna- 
tional juty awarding the 
prize, praised Mr. Kohl for 
his “exceptional personali- 
ty” 

He also stressed Mr. 
Kohl's commitment “to all 
the major strategic choices 
thar allowed the European 
Union to move forward” 


Bhutto rejects opposition 
demand for mid-term polls 


ISLAMABAD (AFP) — 
Pakistani Prime Minister 
Benazir Bhuno has turned 
down opposition leader 
Nawaz Sharif s demand for 
mid-term polls as a pre-con- 
dition for talks on ending 
their political standoff. 

Sharif s Pakistan Muslim 
League (PML) opposition 
party claims the 26-month- 
old Bhutto government has 
failed to govern and blames 
it for continuing violence in 
the country’s largest city of 
Karachi, high inflation, cor- 
ruption and widespread 
insecurity. 

Ms. Bhuno and her politi- 
cal allies and chief minis- 
ters of the country's four 
provinces “outrightiy 
rejected” Tuesday a letter 
from Mr. Sharif in which 
the opposition demanded 
early elections, officials 
said 

Mr. Sharif, a former prime 
minister who now leads the 
main opposition party, 
wrote to the prime minister 
last week in response to her 
letter proposing a reconcili- 
ation dialogue. 

A statement issued after 
Tuesday's meeting said the 
opposition leader was “out 
of touch” with reality. 

It expressed the govern- 
ment's readiness for talks 
with the opposition on con- 
stitutional issues common 
to manifestos of the two 
sides. 

“The an of politics is 
cooperation in common 
areas and in that sense the 
government would always 
be ready to cooperate," the 
statement added. 

The statement said the sit- 
uation now was “entirely 
different” from the “irre- 
trievable breakdown” of 
Pakistan’s constitutional 
machinery in 1993 when 
Mr. Sharif was prime minis- 
ter. 


“The economic crisis left 
behind (by Sharif) is being 
tackled and Pakistan is no 
longer internationally iso- 
lated," the statement 
claimed, adding that the 
federation and . provinces 
were functioning in harmo- 
ny. 

Ms. Bhuno earlier this 
month offered talks on 
scrapping a constitutional 
provision, under which the 
country’s president has dis- 
cretionary powers to dis- 
solve the National 
Assembly, as well as on 
reserving seats for woraea 
in the parliament. 

Mr. Sharif has urged 
President Farooq Ahmed 
Leghari to appoint a new 
chief minister in troubled 
Sind province, of which 
Karachi is the capital, with 
the consensus of opposition, 
government and Mohajir 
Qaumi Movement (MQM). 

Political violence in 
Karachi, which has claimed 
more than 1.800 lives this 
year, is widely seen as 
linked to confrontation 
between the government 
and MQM, which repre- 
sents the large Urdu-speak- 
ing immigrant community 
in Sind, where the native 
majority speaks Sindhi. 

Meanwhile, already sour 
relations between Islama- 
bad and Kabul have been 
brought under further strain 
after Pakistani police 
named an Afghan as prime 
suspect over a killer car 
bomb attack last week. 

Syed Masood Shah, 
police chief in North West 
Frontier Province (NWFP), 
named the man as Abdul 
Mateen, a Farsi -speaker, at 
a news conference in the 
provincial capital Peshawar 
late Tuesday. 

He also implicitly blamed 
Kabul, saying Afghan 
President Burhanuddin 


Rabbani. his top military 
commander Ahmed Shah 
Masood and most of their 
supporters were Farsi- 
speaking Tajiks. 

The Dec. 21 blast in 
Peshawar's central market 
left 45 people dead and 100 
injured, according to 
Pakistan's official media. 
Unofficial figures put the 
to!) at 60 killed and 200 
injured. 

Mr. Shah said Mr. 
Mateen, who appears as a 
bearded young man in a pic- 
ture released by the police 
chief, had bought a brown 
1974 Toyota Corolla car 
used in the bombing from a 
local second hand car deal- 
ership. 

Mr. Mateen bought the car 
with another Farsi-speaking 
Afghan, Mr. Shah said, 
adding that he was hopeful 
the two suspects would be 
tracked down soon. 

But the police chief said 
the bombing was not an 
individual act by these two, 
pointing out that bands of 
Afghan ‘■saboteurs" had 
been involved in a spate of 
previous smaller explosions 
in the northwest in recent 
weeks. 

Six days after the blast, 
the Pakistan government 
expelled the Afghan consul 
general in Peshawar, Musa 
Khan, accusing him of 
being involved in activities 
“incompatible” with his sta- 
tus.The charges were not 
specified, but Pakistani 
intelligence sources in the 
gateway city to Afghanistan 
said the diplomat was sus- 
pected of masterminding 
acts of sabotage in the 
province, home to more 
than a million Afghan 
refugees. 

Kabul has refuted allega- 
tions of involvement in the 
blast and regretted the 
expulsion of its consul gen- 


eral. 

Pro-government Pakistani 
politician Nawabzada 
Nasrullah Khan has pro- 
posed retaliatory action 
against (he Afghan govern- 
ment following the blast. 

But opposition leader 
Nawaz Sharif Tuesday 
blamed the deterioration of 
relations with the Kabul on 
sloppy policy by Islamabad. 

Islamabad’s relations with 
the Rabbani administration 
sharply deteriorated when a 
mob burned down the 
Pakistani embassy in Kabul 
on Sept. 6, over the coun- 
try's alleged support for 
Afghanistan's Taliban 
Islamic Militia, fighting to 
topple the Rabbani regime. 

in retaliation. Pakistan 
expelled some 30 Afghan 
diplomats and officials from 
Afghanistan’s embassy in 
Islamabad in September 
and October, amid a war of 
words with Kabul that con- 
tinues. 

Pakistan denies the 
Taliban Militia, who have 
besieged the Afghan capital 
and want to install Islamic 
Sharia Law, are materially 
backed by Islamabad. 

Islamabad believes that 
Mr. Rabbani, whose two- 
year term expired in 
December 1994, has lost 
legitimacy. Neighbouring 
Iran recognises his govern- 
ment and is known to be 
suspicious of the Taliban. 

Officials in Peshawar say 
the Pakistan government 
has tightened up measures 
to restrict free movement of 
Afghans, mostly living in 
camps in the northwestern 
region. 

The NWFP police chief 
said the authorities were 
devising a system ' under 
which Afghans would have 
to obtain permits to enter 
cities for work or trading. 


Tajwan rienies reviving missile project to target China 


TAIPEI (AFP) — Defence 
Minister Chiang Chung-Lin 
Wednesday denied news 
reports that Taiwan’s mili- 
tary was reviving a long- 
sbelved project to develop 
medium-range missiles 
capable of targetting China. 

He also said the national- 
ist island had no plans to 
develop nuclear weapons, 
despile an increase in the 
perceived military threat 
from China. 

“We have no plans to 
revive the Sky Horse pro- 
ject or to change the short- 
range Sky Bow II into a 
medium-range missile,” Mr. 
Chiang told reporters after a 
meeting of the ruling 
Kuomintang. “Nor would 
we develop nuclear 
weapons.” be said. 

Mr. Chiang did noi deny, 
however, that Taiwan has 
the ability to develop medi- 
um-range missiles. 

Tbe nationalist island 


mooted developing a 1,000- 
kilometre surface-to-surface 
missile, the Sky Horse, in 
1981. But it suspended the 
project the following year to 
avoid fuelling tension with 
the mainland. 

The China Times daily, 
quoting an unidentified 
defense ministry source, 
reported that the defense 
authorities had decided to 
revive plans to build a 
medium-range missile. 

But instead of developing 
the Sky Horse, it would 
transform a short-range sur- 
face -to- air missile, the Sky 
Bow II, into a surface-to- 
surface missile with a range 
of 600 kilometres, the paper 
said. 

That would enable the 
Taiwanese navy to strike 
any major coastal city in 
China as well as China's 
Nanjing and Guangzhou 
military zones, it said. 

The daily said the deri- 


sion to revive development 
of medium-range missiles 
came after China conducted 
two rounds of missile tests 
near Taiwan to warn the 
island from officially split- 
ting with the mainland. 

The paper said that if the 
militmy wants the altered 
missile to be more destruc- 
tive, it should also develop a 
nuclear warhead, since a 
traditional warhead would 
not be powerful enough. 

Meanwhile, Taiwanese 
opposition members 

demanded the government 
clarify press reports that a 
ballistic missile from China 
had passed through Taiwan 
airspace despite denial of 
the incident by the' military 
here. 

“The incident indicates 
that there is a serious defect 
in our air defense and mon- 
itoring systems, and the 
military authorities cannot 
just cover this up,” Sisy 


Chen, spokeswoman of the 
pro-independence 
Democratic Progressive 
Party, said. 

She was referring to 
recent reports that a Chinese 
ballistic missile passed 
through Taiwan’s airspace 
on Dec. 21. 

“There is a need for the 
military to clarify this,” she 
said, adding the defense 
minister must step down if 
the report was correct. 

Independent presidential 
candidate Chen Li-An 
joined in calls for govern- 
ment clarification of the 
incident. Mr. Chen is run- 
ning against incumbent 
President Lee Teng-Hui for 
the March 23 presidential 
polls. 

The defense ministry, 
however, denied the reports, 
saying it was “impossible” 
for it lo miss any incoming 
missile. 
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Empowering local councils 

THERE IS a great deal of work that local 
councils could be doing on top of street 
cleaning and garbage collection. Local 
councils should, for example, be re- 
sponsible for buying electricity and water 
from the central government and resell- 
ing them to subscribers. That would 
ensure a more efficient system of dis- 
tribution of the services and a better 
system for collecting fees. Municipalities 
should run schools, clinics and other 
services, including even policing, lliis is 
the span of responsibility of municipal 
councils in more advanced societies, and 
it is perhaps why those societies are so 
advanced. People, at the grassroots level, 
are directly responsible for providing and 
maintaining the services that they need. 
And this is the essence of the much 
advocated decentralisation that we have 
been hearing of in the last few years. 

Only a few years back, municipal 
councils were providing their own water 
and electricity. But the central govern- 
ment slowly encroached on these services 
and laid its hands on them. And because 
a centralised bureaucracy has always 
been both clumsy and expensive, water 
and electricity have become more expen- 
sive to produce and distribute. 

This everlasting tendency of central 
governments to control all the means of 
production and their distribution can and 
should be abandoned. Slowly but surely 
the government needs to reverse this 
process and leave communities to provide 
for their own viability and success. 

It might sound premature to suggest 
this, but even schools should be run and 
funded by the local councils. That would 
put an end to the so-called under- 
privileged regions where the central gov- 
ernment has failed so far to provide 
proper education for all. Perhaps the 
state should reallocate the Ministry of 
Education funds to local councils prop- 
ortionate to the number of students in 
each region. Schools that are run by the 
community itself would very easily be 
geared towards the community’s particu- 
lar needs. 

Local communities are or should be toe 
building blocks of any country. No socie- 
ty can realise its full potential as long as 
these units are not self-supporting, and 
weak. 


ARI 


The View from Academia 


By Dr. Ahmad Mqjdoubeh 



A WRITER in A1 Ra*i daily criticised a decision by the 
mayor of the Arab town of Qalqilya in the West Bank, who 
refused to lay any border barriers separating die town from 
the Israeli territories under the pretext that such barriers 
contradict the spirit of peace. Tareq Masarweh said that the 
mayor’s position and statements by heads of villages dose 
the border with Israel that they want to keep tire Israeli 
identity cards in addition to the Palestinian identity 
constitute an issue of serious dimensions. He said the 
Palestinians should rather demand some kind of border 
with Israel if they are really interested in creating their own 
independent state, which must have borders, espedally 
with Israel, because self-rule is not a solid and lasting 
formula. The self-rule formula naturally pleases the Amer- 
icans and the Israelis and those who are advocating a 
confederation between Jordan, Israel and Palestine, but 
not those seeking an independent state for the Palestinians, 
said the writer. He said the economic temptations of peace 
should not lure the Palestinian economy that can freely 
deal with all neighbours. 

A WRITER in AI Dustimr daily described the on-going 
dialogue between Syria and Israel as very important and 
paving the ground for speedy steps leading to a peace 
settlement. Mohammad Kawash said that in the coming 
negotiations, Israel is expected to move closer to the Syrian 
position so as to reach agreement over the Golan and South 
Lebanon, which is essential for a comprehensive peace in 
the whole region. Encouraged by the fact that the majority 
of Israelis are now backing the Labour government, 
especially in the wake of the assassination of the late Prime 
Minister Yitzhak Rabin, the Israeli Prime Minister Shimon 
Peres, is keen on attaining this comprehensive peace which 
would open the door for Israel to establish normal relations 
with the rest of the Arab World, said the writer. The Israeli 
government is careful to achieve peace with Syria before 
the coming parliamentary elections in order to win the 
Israeli electorate’s backing' 


Jordan’s position towards the Palestinian brethren: 
Healthy, constructive and far-sighted 


SOMETHING WARM, loud and dear — wanner, louder 
and dearer than what we have felt, heard or seen so far— 
ought to be said for Jordan's healthy stance towards the 
Palestinian people. Indeed, no one expects Jordan to do 
more (or less) than it has done and is presently doing. 

Since the be ginnin g of the Arab- Israeli conflict, the 
Jor danian position vis-a-vis the Palestinian cause (a posi- 
tion often misunderstood or unfairly dealt with) has been 
more reasonable, far-sighted and constructive than many 
have been willing to see or admit. 

There is a great deal of truth in the saying, for instance, 
that it has taken many in the Arab World (and in Israel) 
more than half a century (of wasted valuable time) to 
realise what Jordan has realised from the start, that a 
satisfactory solution to the Palestine problem can be 
reached only through peaceful means. Jordan has prop- 
agated and voiced such sound premise (at times solo and 
alone) persistently since the beginning of the said conflict, 
*aod it has the right now (that peace is beginning to bear 
fruit) not only to congratulate itself on the depth of its 
vision and the validity of its views but also to claim some 
credit in whatever its Arab brethren have achieved (or will) 
since Madrid 1991. One can argue, in other words, that the 
return or “liberation” of Nablus, Bethlehem or any other 
Palestinian or Arab territories to Palestinian or Arab 
sovereignty may in all fairness be attributed (ought to be 
attributed), in part at least, to the very philosophy and 
position which Jordan has voiced for decades and helped 
materialise. 

But Jordan is to be landed also for its material and moral 
support of Palestinians inside and outside the Palestinian 
territories throughout the long years of occupation and 
suffering, and for its magnanimous spirit. Take, for 
example. His Majesty’s recent intervention on behalf of the 
inhabitants of Mukhayam Al Hussein (Al Hussein Refugee 
Camp). They were in danger of being evicted from their 
humble homes, the reason being that tne land on which the 
homes were erected belongs to private individuals. 
Throughout the good offices of the King a satisfactory 
solution was proposed to allow the inhabitants to stay 
where they are and to make the owners happy. Take also 
the decision taken by the Jordanian government a couple of 
months ago to offer Palestinians from the occupied 
territories five-year Jordanian passports to facilitate inter- 
national travel plans for these individuals, many of whom 
were having a tough time getting foreign visas and 
arranging travel routes. 

Despite the false claim by some radical ultranatioualists 
among us (both Jordanian and Palestinian) and their 
helpless attempt to convince us that such moves collide 
wire Jordanian and Palestinian sovereignty privileges (a 
chauvinistic mode of thinking and an unnecessary phobia, 
no doubt), I believe that these two particular steps are an 
epitome of an extremely informed and sophisticated 
Jordanian policy towards the Palestinian people. They are 
part and parcel in fact of a long-standing Jordanian policy 
of support, care and profound sense of responsibility and 
commitment to the Palestinian cause. Jordanian magna- 
nimity, which transcends all kinds of petty, narrow-minded 
and short-sighted considerations, is not amply an impress- 


ive act of charity and good will bnt an extremely enlight- 
ened, sophisticated and refined political strategy for whose 
introduction, development and perfection His Majesty 
deserves a great applause. 

What crime or fault has Jordan committed in allowing 
Palestinian refugees who have been living in these humble 
homes for decades to continue to live safely and securely 
until such a time comes when the whole refugee problem is 
properly addressed and solved? Should they be evicted and 
thrown into a homeland they have not folly restored and 
with no time to think or see what they themselves plan to 
do? What crime or fault has Jordan committed in making 
fife easier for Palestinian travellers many of whom have a 
fhell of a time moving, even inside the great Arab 
homeland, with Palestinian travel documents or two-year 
Jordanian passports? No crime and no fault whatsoever. 
Throughout tne trying years of occupation and of 
homelessness, the Palestinians have been in dire need (and 
still are) not of speeches, partonismg opinions, sermons 
and words of wisdom but of con stru c ti ve specific decisions 
and measures, such as those mentioned, to alleviate, 
suffering and make life a little more decent and convenient. 

Jordan has provided much of that and much can be said 
for its attempt to preserve the identity of Arab Hast 
Jerusalem, for the efforts it exerted and the money it spent 
on the holy places, for its graceful and faithful compliance 
with the Arab decision in 1974 to recognise tire Palestine 
Liberation Organisation (PLO) as the “sole legitimate 
representative of the Palestinians,” for its readiness and 
enthusiasm to provide an umbrella for the negotiating 
Palestinian delegation at Madrid and after and its respect of 
the delegation’s need to think and act independently, and 
for its decision to allow the Pales tinians jjj the aftermath of 
Oslo to represent themselves and to shape their own 
destiny. 

This last decision, which I wish to hi ghlight here, is 
indeed crucial. I would argue that what the Palestinians in 
the West B ank and Gaza need more than any thing else at 
this point in history (even more than economic and 
financial assistance) is. simply, ample room or space — 
ample room or space which enables them to negotiate for 
themselves, to carry out the agreements with Israel to the 
best of their ability, to sort out their lives and priorities, 
and (above all) to think and breathe freely with no rush or 
pressure. 

Jordan has given them that Throughout the past 20 
years, but especially since Madrid, His Majesty has spared 
no occasion to reiterate and affirm, in the clearest of terms, 
Jordan’s commitment to the respect of the Palestinian need 
of room and space. Take, for instance, the King’s 
statements to journalists during his meeting with them at 
the Royal Court last Thursday. Said the King, “We will not 
adopt any stance regarding our relationship or link* with 
our Palestinian brethren and people until they have been 
able to restore their rights on their own land, to regain their 
freedom on their territory and soil, to be in a position to 
have their own say and to choose what they wish.” It is only 
then that proposals about linkage, confederation and other 
formulas, will be considered, debated and adopted. What 


more does one want? 

This attitude ‘s healthy. It should be emphasised here, 
espedally to those who may take such an attitude for 
granted, that it has not been and is not easy for Jordan to 
express such a view. Let’s remember that Jordan and the 
Palestinian territories were, not long ago, under ooe 
national flag and part of one country. At a time when we in 
the Arab World have witnessed, and still do, Arab 
countries imposing their will and whim on neighbouring 
sister ly countries and rushing, coercing or forcing some erf 
th«n into all types of tenuous and manipulative rela- 
tionships, alliances and unions, the Jordanian decision to 
give the Palestinian brethren — a comfortable majority of 
whom were and are Jordanian citizens — all the time in die 
world, all the freedom, room and space they need to think 
and act independently is a highly civilised, highly democra- 
tic and highly revolutionary gesture. 

There is no doubt in my mind that such a gesture will 
ultimately yield good results for both Jordanians and 
* Palestinians (and, by example, for other Arab brethren). 
Two virtues of this gesture need to be underscored here. 

— The ample room and space the Palestinians are given 
at this point will enable them to think matters through 
carefully and conveniently, to organise their own home, to 
establish their democratic institutions, to recuperate, to 
build their confidence, to stand on their feet, to assert their 
presence and independence (independence so that no one 
in the future will claim the West Bank and Gaza, as Israel 
once did, under the pretext that they have never been 
independent) and then to embark on a fruitful relationship 
with Jordan. Without meaning to bias or prejudice the 
outcome of the Palestinian-Jordanian decision regarding 
foe form of future linkage, I believe that it has become 
obvious over the years, and more so recently, that a 
comfortable majority (if not a vast majority) of Jordanians 
and Palestinians is for a firm link (confederation, federa- 
tion, union, unity, etc.). The two peoples are inseparable. 

However, even though the relationship (past and pre- 
sent) between Jordanians and Palestinians has worked 
effectively for the most part, Jordanians and Palestinians 
today feel like a modem couple who have rushed them- 
selves into a marriage at a young age and who (after they 
have matured) need some time now, and some room and 
space, to think things over a bit and rebuild the relationship 
on a more enduring, more solid bases. This is only healthy 
and reasonable, ana marriage counsellors can testify to this 
troth. 

— By giving the Palestinians the space and room needed, 
by respecting their autonomy and right to self- 
determination, Jordan is not just behaving in an extremely 
civilised and sophisticated manner but is going to inevit- 
ably, as it already has, win the full confidence and trust of 
Pales tin ia n s. A vast majority of Pales tinian* , inside and 
outside Palestine, respects and admires the Jordanian 
democratic experience; and a vast majority appreciates 
Jordan’s healthy attitude towards them. This will only help 
to pave the way, foster and cosolidate a future relationship. 

Long live reason, long live common sense. long live 
civility, and long live sophistication. 


IN THE sprawling United 
Nations headquarters on 
Ilica Street in central .Zag- 
reb, Yasushi Akasbi’s 
Greek folly. is still striding. * 
At a cost of tens ‘ of 
thousands of pounds, the 
Japanese former UN chief 
in former Yugoslavia had 
the mock-Corinthian col- 
umns and vaulted walkway 
erected to shelter him from 
the elements during the 10- 
yard stretch between the 
limousine and his office en- 
trance. 

The hapless Akashi is 
long gone. This month the 
U.N. went too. Its Zagreb 
nerve-centre yielding to the 
influx of NATO officers 
charged with enforcing the 
Bosnian peace. 

The permanence and in- 
stitutional power which are 
suggested by the pompous 
columns, incongruously 
attached to the workaday 
architecture of what was 
once a Yugoslav army 
cadets' training school, 
have proven illusory. The 
Greek folly survives. The 
UN has gone. And with it, 
the hope of a bright new 
future for UN peacekeep- 
ing in the post-cold-war 
world. 

As the white vehicles and 
the pale blue berets this 
month gave way to the 
camouflage and gung-ho of 
NATO shock troops, the 
U.N. was left to ponder the 
lessons of a bitter three- 
and-a-balf years in the Bal- 
kans. 

“A bright dawn morning 
in the summer of 1992 and 
the promise of the UN mis- 
sion was writ large on the 
youthful faces of the Cana- 
dian soldiers who rolled 
into Sarajevo to feed and 
protect a bewildered popu- - 
lace. 

They parked themselves 
in the centre of the be- 
sieged city, fried up ham 
and eggs for breakfast atop 
their huge white armoured 
vehicles, and trained their 
heavy machine guns on the 
Serbs occupying the encirc- 
ling hills. 

The sense of relief and 
gratitude was palpable in a 
European capital unable to 
comprehend the terror to 
which it was being sub- 
jected. Salvation was surely 
at hand. The international 
powers had decided to halt 
the carnage. The sunny 
young Canadians embo- 
died that will. 

The early promise faded 
quickly, turning to rancour 
and impotence, whether 
wilful or not, demoralising 
for the suffering 
Bosnians and for outride 
interventionists baying for 


For the U.N. , the war is over Ian Traynor sums up the 

humiliation and failures of what will probably be its last 
‘peacekeeping mission’ 
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tough action, but also for 
many of the officers and 
soliders serving in the UN 
“Protection Force,” 107 of 
whom have been killed. It 
was the biggest, most ex- 
pensive “peacekeeping” 
foray ever undertaken ‘by 
the UN — some 40,000 
troops in former Yugosla- 
via costing around £3 mil- 
lion a day. A costly failure? 
By the end of 1992, the 
verdict was clear to the 
commanding officer in 
Sarajevo, Genera] Razak. 

“Afl out efforts here to 
save lives and restore utili- 
ties have completely 
failed,” he said “We are 
not making any progress at 
all. The situation is deter- 
iorating” He demanded 
that the international com- 
munity “intervene by force 
to put an end to this war 
and save the population.” 

Gen. Razak went home 
to Egypt to be replaced by 
General Philippe Morillon 
of France. The Frenchman 
insisted that the key Secur- 
ity Council resolution au- 
thorising “all necessary 
means” to secure the pas- 
sage of humanitarian aid 


did not empower him to 
use force. 

But in early 1993 he wit- 
nessed die savagery of the 
Seri) assault on the Bosnian 
enclave of Srebrenica, 
pledged to stay in the town 
to protect it, and declared: 
“Srebrenica is saved." 

For that he was sacked, 
recalled prematurely to 
Paris, where he, too, be- 
came an interventionist. 
And 27 months later Sreb- 
renica fell' to the Serbs, 
who perpetrated there the 
worst single atrocity of the 
Bosnian war, the murder 
and rape of thousands of 
Bosnians. The requests for 
air strikes from the local 
Dutch UN commander to 
stop the Serbs went un- 
heeded. The use of air mus- 
cle was authorised by 
another Security Council 
resolution. Srebrenica's 
safety had been guaranteed 
by yet another. The endless 
resolutions and formal pro- 
tests from UN headquar- 
ters in New York, it 
seemed, were worth about 
as much as the endless 
accords and ceasefires 
agreed on paper by the 


warring parties. 

Humiliation piled on 
. ignominy. The Serbs parti- 
cularly, bnt the other sides 
too, quickly became past 
masters at taunting the UN 
manipulating the mission, 
and exploiting for its own 
ends. Taxes were charged 
for the nse of roads in 
Serb-held country. Fifty 
thousand dollars was de- 
manded for the U.N. to 
deploy in Serb-held Banja 
Luka. The money was 
handed over, salted away, 
and still the troops were 
barred entry. Relief con- 
voys were routinely held np 
for days over some random 
bureaucratic ruse. If the 
U.N. banned air transport 
over Bosnia, General Rat- 
ko Mladic of the Serbs 
.would fly over for talks 
with UN officers in his heli- 
copter. It a token NATO 
air strike took place, hun- 
dreds of soldiers were 
taken hostage, tied to 
bridges, and put on televi- 
sion. The U.N. found itself 
the effective agent of the 
Serb siege of Sarajevo, for ' 
a long time controlling ac- - 


c«>s io the city and patroll- 
ing the airport to keep Bos- 
nians from leaving. At a 
Serb checkpoint on the air- 
port road, UN troops 
ignored their own rules by 
opening an armoured car 
for Serb inspection. The 
Serbs then murdered a de- 
puty prime minister of Bos- 
nia, 

The U.N. response was 
to issue more empty out- 
raged threats. The only 
casualty was the organisa- 
tion's and the mission's cre- 
dibility. 

At the core of the UN's 
dilemma were two issues — 
one of the mandate and 
one of morality. For the 
firet time ever , ft was sup- 
posed to be keeping the 
peace in the midst of a 
raging war — a tall order, 
an impossible mandate. 
And to attempt to keep the 
peace it had to profess to 
be “neutral," not to take 
sides in what until last sum- 
toer was a one-sided war. 
That meant that thousands 
.ofyoung soldiers were con- 
acmned to be spectators at 
the slaughter, shamed by 
own impotence, con- 


temptuous of the political 
power games that kept 
, them from trying to make a 
.difference. 

.And the UN. was an easy 
scapegoat, providing an ali- 
bi for the big powers un- 
willing to grasp the Balkan ' 
nettle. The Americans, in 
particular until now re- 
solved to keep their ground 
troops out of Bosnia, con- 
stantly waved the big stick 
of NATO bombers, enrag- 
ing the British and the 
French with vulnerable 
troops on the ground and 
sparking an enduring row 
with the UN bigwigs who 
could not conduct a “neut- 
ral" mission on the ground 
while NATO took sides in 
the air. 

The result of this was 
another debilitating recipe 
for paralysis, with a clumsy 
dualkey conunand-and-- 
control mechanism in 
which NATO responded to 1 
the latest outrage by cla- 
mouring for action and UN 
politicos in Zagreb and 
New York sought to stall 
and sabotage the NATO ' 
role. 

• 

Akashi m Zagreb and Iris 
bosses in New York were 
made to cany the can far 
repeated debacles when, in 
fact, the Americans did not 
want to get involved and no 
one else was willing to 
assume the mantle of lead- 
ership. But through its con- 
trol of much of the 
decision-taking, the media- 
tion effort, the flow of in- 
formation, the parameters 
of the military mission, the 
UN itself was an indepen- 
dent and powerful factor in 
the Bosnian tragedy. 

Now that the Ameri cans 

arc substantially •engaged, 
the UN has been super- 
seded and NATO generals 
can admire the Greek folly 
m Zagreb or have it ripped 
down. 

Much hinges still on what 
happens next in Bosnia. 
The success or failure of 
the peace enforcement mis- 
aon may go a long way to 
determining the future and 
survival of the western 
military alliance. 

^For the UN Bosnia has 
been a chastening and de- 
fcung experience. In all 
likelihood, the organisation 
will never again embark on 
such a peacekeeping ntis- 
aon such is the mark of 
the UN’ s failure. The UN’s 
hopes for keeping the 
peace after the cold war 
have been buried in the 
bloodied fields and bills of 
Bosnia 
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Christmas in the 90s — surfing the net with Santa 


Fy 5am Henley 
Reuter 
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^"; :- f ;OVANIEMl, Finland (R) 
Santa Claus has a red 
Mobile phone. You might 
-n-' n .;xi him on the Internet. His 
: 'v .'reindeer will eat 360 differ- 
plants, but not carrots. 
->v; : -vlhese are the latest facts 
';-':^-^out Father Christmas I 
••^v.;Vund out on a visit to the 
:^i:^xtic Circle, where he and 
helpers are racing to get 
' : v '?ady for Christmas. 

rhere would have been 
^s' -^are, but unfortunately I 
■ > i.Hjink I made Santa cross. 

? 1 don't like this,*’ he said, 

*'• ^-,.^'wning over his gold- 
" : " i '.fi^nmed half-moon specta- 
A -W^s. tidying his beard and 
gifting heavily in his chair. 
■/“' don't like the press bring- 


ing this up.” 

1 had asked Santa bow he 
felt about the people who 
keep imitating him. 
Particularly in Denmark, 
where they have held con- 
ferences for Santas in the 
summertime and where 
there was recently an inter- 
national Santas' talent con- 
test. 

Santa is having none of 
such nonsense. 

*We always say here that 
there's only one Santa — 
the one you see in your 
heart," he said sternly. 

‘"If a parade of Santas, all 
with different-length 
beards, ends in an open 
street cafe, and they take off 
their beards and start drink- 
ing beer — I fail to see the 
joy for children in that this 


whole argument destroys 
children’s dreams.” 

It became clear why here 
in Finland, where Santa 
lives, many children are 

afraid of him 

In legend be started out as 
a goat, evolving later into a 
beggar covered in furs with 
a menacing bunch of birch 
twigs for naughty children. 
It was the United States thai 
made him jolly in the 1930s. 

His Finnish name still 
means “Billy-GoaT, and 
Petri, a small Finnish boy 
who was one of the thou- 
sands that make the trip to 
Rovaniemi to see Santa, did 
not even dare look at him. 

Visitors from other coun- 
tries were less fearful. Four- 
year-old Cannelle from 
France clambered comfort- 


ably on his lap and looked 
around for her present — 
only to discover that Santa 
gives gifts only on 
Christmas Eve. 

“You cany a load of 
responsibility in this job," 
be said. “Children expect if 
they write to Santa to get a 
reply. If you say “he lives 
here’, the next question is 
“where is he, can I meet 
him?’ you have to make 
sure he’s there to be met." 

While many children put 
out a carrot for Rudolph and 
the rest of the team on 
Christmas Eve, experts say 
reindeer never touch carrots 
because they do not grow 
easily in the Arctic. 

Reindeer happily eat 
many of the plants and 
mushrooms that grow in the 


tough Arctic climate but 
their favourite food is 
lichen, a moss-like plant 
found on rocks and trees.” 

Santa is currently sitting 
all day in his office, greeting 
travellers from around the 
world and be will be in the 
office on Christmas Day 
after he has finished deliver- 
ing presents. Children from 
Europe fly in on special day 
trips with his official airline, 
Finn air. 

The letters are what keep 
him busiest now. In bis main 
post office nearby, his 30 
red-hatled helpers are 
answering messages from 
132 countries. Last year 
there were 300,000 of them, 
from children and adults 
alike. 

Take the card from 


Daisuke: "Dear Father 

Christmas, I have a trouble. 
1 am in love with a girl. But 
I cannot speak with her. 
Please give me some 
advice." 

Or John — whose writing 
looks suspiciously joined- 
up — from St Albans in 
England: 'Please could I 
have a swimming pool, with 
a wave machine, a slide and 
an aquaroom and a heater 
and a building covering it, 
for Christmas?” 

A German correspondent 
sets out his “gift proposals". 
A single Hong Kong moth- 
er-to-be has sent a fax to ask 
for health for her new baby. 
Amanda Black! ock hopes 
that "Rudolph is good and 
excited", and Cathy Saiway 
says “ I love you”. * 


Linus Zilinskas from 
Lithuania is in no doubt: “1 
know Santa Gaus that you 
do exisL” 

The Finnish Post Office 
ensures that every letter sent 
to Santa at addresses such as 
‘The North Pole, Lapland* 
gets a reply with Santa’s 
own postmark. The text is a 
bit impersonal — but this is 
his busiest time. 

Here in Rovaniemi, Santa 
is a long way from home. 

He actually lives in 
Korvatunturi, way up in the 
Arctic where Finnish 
Lapland meets Russia. It is a 
place so remote you can 
only reach it by ski or snow- 
mobile. The closest big 
town is Murmansk, in 
Russia. 

The name Korvatunturi 


means Ear Mountain, and 
Santa says he can hear 
everything from there. This 
may explain why he needs a 
red mobile phoue back in 
Rovaniemi, but 1 did not 
dare ask. 

What about Santa's travels 
on the Internet? 

"The way 1 see it I should 
follow modern technology," 
he said. “But it's more 
important to reply to the lit- 
dc girl in a village in 
Hungary, than to some guy 
or woman with flash equip- 
ment, who does not know 
what it means to lack things. 

“Now, let's stop this hum- 
bug. this 'behind the mask* 
stuff interests nobody. The 
only people to whom it is 
news are small children." 


From our grandmothers ’ tongues 


a 


Classic Fairy Tales — from Ancient Palestine 
?^;and Jordan 

i By Hikmat Ben Odeh 
; ^ Published by Kanan Press, Irbid, 1995. 

•--i 'To narrate, in writing, the oral history of a national or, in 
: --T this case, a notional past is to engage in the already prob- 
'.lematic attempt to transform one storytelling genre into 
• ^another. 

But to write the oral history of a people in a language 
-.never used by the narrating sources, is an act that con- 
~ .-’cents the linguistic force of a narrative, which carries 
within it the signs and signifiers of cultural norms and 
form. 

To this point later. 

Hikmat Ben Odeh’s Gassic Fairy Tales combines six 
: z. " .stories with contextual verve. Ben Odeh as 
•=! .narrating subject is a comfortably reliable 
^literary source, being subject to these narra- 
;tions himself. 

“ ■5 These are oral histories, the ‘mother 
' ‘tongue’ of narration, stories of ogres and ogresses, magi- 
cal healing and curses; oral histories with twisted plots 
: and plotted twists in lands that are at once f amili ar and 
nostalgic. 

— - And no classic fairy tales here. The stories are in fact 
'"T’short epics, with multi-layered plot-lines, circular rather 
.. " than linear in structure. 

.T. ’ Typically, the plots revolve around the union of a ‘virtu- 
ous ’couple, and foe presence of an evil force. Bin though 
the stories do contain elements of the symbolic (good 
: -versus evil) the mundane factor of human behaviourism is 
^integral to the text, allowing for the symbiotic interplay of 
:^:tbe earthly and foe magical. 

: - It is to foe credit of the traditional tales’ combination of 
. these elements that Ben Odeh can expose the characters’ 
--.^earthly temptations and human vacillations even within 
' •-the framework of magical time. 

Heros and heroines, and not all princes and princesses, 
" r who are driven more by circumstance than by nature, to 
; - seek out fulfilled lives. 



Unlike classic English tales where fulfilment is encoun- 
tered in foe happily ever after of marriage, these stories 
often have marriages occurring in the middle, with fulfil- 
ment kepi iu waiting for foe restoration of social order. 

And again unlike their European counterparts, whose 
idyllic ends are met by foe luck-abetted courage of band- 
some princes, by princesses who must first lay dormant in 
order to re-live, and by evil-doers who never learn to undo 
an inherent eviiness, Ben Odeh’s myths speak more natu- 
rally of men and women whose fates are tied to their lived 
experiences. 

It is not so strange, (but perhaps an unintended act of 
‘making strange’, to use a term from literary critical prac- 
tice) therefore, to find these tales replete with human 
expressions of doubt, love and regret juxtaposed against 
foe mechanisms of magic and fantasy. 

Hikmat Ben Odeh relates in writ- 
ing the traditional stories of Jordan 
and Palestine's oral mythology. In a 
different sense, though, foe author 
also ‘relates* these stories to an 
already existing concept of the fairy tale genre, extrane- 
ous to foe traditional literary sphere of tin's region, one 
that is largely Western in form. 

An odd combination, to return to foe earlier point. Does 
it matter, in the long run, what language a book is written 
in or what form of writing it chooses to adopt? 

Id a book like Ben Odeh’s, it could have been possible 
for many Arab readers to hear the voices of their grand- 
mothers behind the narrative of these tales. 

: ~It is puzzling' therefore, that the writer ma3eho attempt 
to align his narrative with the linguistic substance and 
form of the original tales, an attempt that would have 
made his publication all the more richer. 

What Ben Odeh achieves in his non-deviation from the 
Western form and idiom, is a troubling parallel of a cul- 
tural oral praxis stumbling in the cloak of discursive stilt- 
edness and in foe borrowing of another culture's literary 
traditions. 

Haya Husseinl 


NATO menus: Wine for French, 


lot dogs for U.S., 


By Jocelyne Zablit _ 

•- Agence France Presse 

AGREB (AFP) — The 
; rench NATO troops 
ive asked for six v ari- 
ses of red and white 
' ine. The Americans 
ould like U.S.-made hot 
ags and the Britons 
./ant beans and blood 
tusage for breakfast 
r How do you feed 
0,000 troops to be 
. eployed in Bosnia while 
tking into account the 
ulinary appetite of the 
p to 25 nationalities tak- 
ig part in the NATO 
Deration? ■ 

The answer lies with 
! .S. Major Mary 
ftutworth, who is in 
large of the logistics 
:-ivoIved in organising 
,ie food distribution for 
ie alliance forces due to 
rive in Bosnian in com- 
ig weeks. 

‘I’m involved in plan- 
ing how the entire force 
going to be fed," said 
laj. Whitworth, who is 


■at the NATO Command 
Center in Zagreb working 
out the tricky details with 
a team of 18 people due 
to increase to 374 when 
the operation gets into 
full swing. 

"You have to plan for 
transportation, distribu- 
tion, refrigeration and 
take into consideration 
the cultural and ethnic 
differences involved," 
Maj. Whitworth, the 
mother of three children, 
said. Her division also 
has to coordinate the dis- 
tribution of fuel, ammu- 
nition, construction mate- 
rial as well add laundry 
and bath supplies. 

In addition the road and 
weather conditions, often 
treacherous in winter, 
have to be taken into 
account. 

"We’re the key to logis- 
tics in this theatre," Maj. 
Withworth said. Her umt 
in previous months has 
drawn up 30 different 
menus that would hope- 
frilly cover everyone’s 


beans for Britons 


needs. The 20,000 
American soldiers will be 
able to pick from 14 
lunch ana dinner menus 
and 10 breakfast menus 
that ,will be rotated daily 
to provide a little diversi- 
ty such as pancakes and 
waffles. The menu for 
Pakistani troops will fea- 
ture rice and tea. 

Some nationalities such 
as the French will have 
their menus — often 
envied by fellow Gis — 
concocted by their own 
chefs. 

Maj. Whitworth said 
that a contractor currently 
supplying U.N. troops in 
Bosma would continue 
working for the alliance 
once the NATO troops 
deploy. 

She said the American 
soldiers would initially 
dine on MREs (meals 
ready to eat) or tray 
rations and within 30 
days of their deployment 
start eating fresh foods. 

The 2^00 short tonnes 
(each tonne equals 2,000 


pounds) of foodstuff to be 
delivered daily to foe troops 
would include foe basics in 
terms of fresh, canned and 
frozen foods while “comfort 
items" such as soft drinks or 
candy will be supplied by 
individual nations, Maj. 
Whitworth said. 

In addition, she said, each 
soldier gets an average of 
two to three liters of drink- 
ing water a day. 

The logistics unit has also 
developed a four-page 
handout enumerating what 
it means to be “logistically 
robust". 

“It means that you have 
everything you need in 
terms of fiiel, food, vehicle 
repair and laundry and bath 
information." she said. 

Asked whether she was 
bracing for a deluge of spe- 
cial requests once soldiers 
from foe up to 25 countries 
sending troops are 
deployed, Maj. Whitworth 
said: “They haven’t come 
out and asked for anything 
yet but I’m sure they will. 


The state of the Palestinians 


The Palestinians — People Or The Olive Tree 
By Dr. Kamel Abu Jaber, 

Jordan Book Centre, JD10 

THE author of The Palestinians is a well-known 
Jordanian personality. He is an internationally respected 
scholar and politician. Dc. Abu Jaber is a member of foe 
Upper House of Parliament. In 1973 he was minister of 
national economy and in 1991 minister of foreign affairs. 
He is presently professor of political science at the 
University of Jordan. He is the author of many books and 
articles on the Arab-Israeli conflict. Middle East politics 
and international relations. 

The book is dedicated to foe Palestinians, 
foe people of "foe olive tree" the symbol of 
durability and fortitude. The book includes 
a historical summary, stories which consti- 
tute foe bulk of foe book, and a short epilogue. 

According to foe author the Palestinians are foe descen- 
dants of foe Cananites and foe Philistines foe very first 
well-known original inhabitants of Palestine, who are foe 
ancestors of present-day Palestinians. No matter what 
kind of people conquered Palestine and irrespective of 
who occupied it. the people of the land remained 
Palestinian. The conquests of Palestine by foreign rulers, 
such as for example the Hebrews, were mere episodes in 
the history of Palestine. 

The author has shown that the majority of foe present 
Jews are not of Semitic origin but Khazars who were liv- 
ing in southern Russia and were convened to Judaism in 
the year 740 A.D. Thus the so-called Jewish historical 
claim to Palestine is unfounded. In this connection the 
author refers foe reader to Alfred Lilian thal’s book The 
Zionist Connection and to Arthur Koesder’s The 


Thirteenth Tribe. Both authors, it should be noted, are 
Jews. In fact when foe Arabs entered Jerusalem in 638 
AD under the leadership of foe Khalif Omar Ibn A1 
Khauab there were no Jews in Jerusalem. 

I agree with foe author that if the Palestinians wish to 
form a state of their own it will be a viable entity thanks 
to foe dedication of foe Palestinian people to their coun- 
try and it would be a focal point of their pride and atten- 
tion. The author admits, however, that foe a future 
Palestinian state would encounter many difficulties but 
foe determination of its people could smooth out these 
difficulties. 

The stories related by Dr. Abu Jaber 
are factual and not Fictitious ones. Those 
stories will further illiuminate the reader 
about foe real tragedy which fell the 
Palestinian people since their expulsion 
from Palestine in 1948 and in 1967. 

In his endeavour to portrary the plight of the 
Palestinians, foe author strives to* be accurate and unbi- 
ased. 

The reader will certainly observe that part of the book 
had been written before foe Oslo Accord of 1993 and the 
Taba Accord of 1995. 

-We must thank Dr. Abu Jaber for his well-written and 
lucid book which describes the state of foe Palestinians, 
their endurance, their ambitions, their ethos, although the 
book is not meant at all to be the history’ of Palestine or 
of the Palestinians. 

I have read many books about Palestine and the 
Palestinians but I . reel that the contents of this book 
touches the heart and soul of every Palestinian. 

Pascal Karmy 


BOOK REVIEW 


Give Democracy a Chance 


Palestine in Crisis: The Struggle For Peace 

And Political Independence After Oslo 

By Graham Usher 

Condon: Pluto Press, 1995, published in associa- 
tion with Transnational Institute and MERIP, 146 
pages, $15.95. 

Graham Usher is a writer based in the Gaza Strip and 
West Bank. His book, Palestine in Crisis, is foe culmina- 
tion of several years of top-notch investigative journal- 
ism. In less than 1 00 pages, he examines foe conditions 
and issues that impinge on and shape the Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA) and foe future of foe 
Palestinans. in particular their prospects for attaining 
independence and democracy. The rest of foe book con- 
sists of three appendices: The texts of foe Oslo and Cairo 
agreements, and foe Paris economic pro- 
tocol. This makes Palestine In Crisis a 
succinct, yet comprehensive reference 
for foe decisive 1993-95 period of 
Palestinian history which it covers. 

Besides recounting major events. 

Usher goes beyond foe text of foe various accords to 
analyse foe political, social and economic dynamics 
which determine how things actually work out in p^j- 
tice. Among the most informative chapters of the book is 
that on economy, wherein Usher demonstrates how 
Israel has been “quietly shifting from direct economic 
subjugation of foe territories to a ‘dominant integration* 
of them — in other words, from colonialism to neocolo- 
nialism” (p. 39). In 1991, for example — parallel to foe 
Madrid Conference — Israel began building industrial 
parks in foe Gaza Strip and West Bank, and allowing 
Palestinian investment This provided jobs locally, while 
conveniently keeping Palestinian workers out of Israel, 
and industry in foe territories tied to Israeli contractors. 
Thus the pattern was set for “political divorce and eco- 
nomic marriage" — what Peres predicted would result 
from the Oslo accord (p. 35). 

In foe chapter on civil society, Usher surveys foe polit- 
ical opposition, and evaluates foe potential of foe 
women's movement and trade unions to challenge foe 


bureaucratic and authoritarian bent of Arafat’s PNA. 

The book is especially interesting because it quotes not 
only famous Palestinian leaders, but also a new genera- 
tion of articulate political and community leaders and 
activists. Many of them are critical of Arafat’s leader- 
ship, as well as of how virtually all Palestinian organisa- 
tions have functioned. Usher appears to share the views 
of those who believe that trade unions, NGOs, political 
parties and women's groups must form a coalition to 
“chart an independent course for self-rule in opposition 
both to foe dictates of Israel and foe PNA’s probable 
complicity with it" (p. 60). He explicitly advocates a 
united from of the secular, democratic opposition that 
would “steer a course between the autocratic drift of 
Arafat's coalition of ex-Tunis bureaucrats and 
Palestine's landowning elites on foe one hand and the 
sectarian rejectionism advocated by 
Hamas on foe other" (p. 75). 

Palestine in Crisis is an indictment of 
the PLO-Israeli accords and especially 
of how they are being implemented: 
"... Since Oslo Israel has succeeded in 
imposing, and getting, PLO and international covenant 
for a definition of 'peace* that rests on unconditional 
security for Israel but extremely conditional security for 
the Palestinians... the only leverage Arafat now has vis- 
a-vis Israel is an ever more ruthless implementation of 
the latter’s ‘internal security’ agenda, with all the nega- 
tive consequences this has for Palestinian democracy 
and human rights" (pp. SO- 1 ). 

Usher sees it as an ominous sign that since returning to 
the occupied territories, Arafat has marginalised mili- 
tants and grassroots activists in favour of foe traditional 
elite. One wishes that he had developed this point fur- 
ther, and included more concrete analysis of current 
social struggles. Nonetheless, the book provides an 
excellent background for evaluating foe upcoming 
Palestinian elections, which Usher sees as “foe most sig- 
nificant political struggle of foe interim period" (p. 72). 

Sally Bland 


BOOK REVIEW 


U.S 

By Mike Cooper 
. Reuter 

; ATLANTA — 

’ombucha mushroom 
•a, a drink reputed to 
revent cancer, relieve 
rthritis, cure insomnia 
. ' ad make hair grow, 

• ' • Duld pose a serious 

: ealth nsk, the Centres 
- 7r Disease Control and 
. revention (CDC) has 
■' , r amed. 

.- ' " The CDC said an Iowa 


. says ‘cure-all’ 


woman died in April and 
another woman became 
seriously ill after they 
drank the tea every day 
for two months. The bev- 
erage, which is made by 
fermenting yeasts and 
bacteria in black tea and 
sugar, is also called 
“tfargasok tea," “tea fun- 
gus," and “Manchurian 
mushroom tea,’* even 
though it is not made 
from mushrooms. 

The two women in a 


rural town in northeastern 
Iowa developed severe 
lactic acidosis, in which 
their blood had excessive 
levels of the acid found in 
sour milk. Researchers 
found no known toxins in 
the tea the women drank 
but they could point to no 
other cause for the 
women’s illness. 

The tea is said to con- 
tain an acid that has a 
strongly anti-bacterial 
effect, but Dr Annemarie 


tea may kill instead 


Wasley, an epidemiolo- 
gist in the CDC’s division 
of environmental hazards 
and health effects, said: 
“We don’t have any evi- 
dence to substantiate or 
contradict any of these 
claims." 

Proponents of the tea say 
its use dates as far back as 
China’s Tsung Dynasty in 
221 B.C. It has been touted 
as a cure for AIDS, cancer, 
multiple sclerosis, arthritis, 
rheumatism and fatigue and 


has even been said to pro- 
duce immortality. 

“We haven’t seen any evi- 
dence to document the 
claims ” Dr. Wasley said. 

While foe tea contains B 
vitamins produced by yeast 
and bacteria, he said, chink- 
ing Kombucha tea was not 
the recommended way to 
get vitamin B. 

In March, the Food and 
Drug Administration 
warned that Kombucha 
mushroom tea has not been 


approved as a treatment for 
any medical condition. 

To make foe tea, a starter 
culture is added to a mixture 
of black tea and sugar and 
foe resulting mix is allowed 
to ferment for a week or 
more. The FDA said “harm- 
ful quantities of lead and 
other toxic elements" could 
be produced in the tea if it is 
fermented in certain types 
of containers such as ceram- 
ic and painted containers or 
lead crystal. 


THOUGHTS FOR THIS WEEK 


Beware of all enterprises that require ne »i clothes 
— Henry David Thoreau. U.S. writer (1817-1862). 

Before buying any thine, it is » el! to ask whether 
one could not do without it — John Lubbock. English 
astronomer mathematician (1803-1865). 

A happy life must be to a great extent a quiet life, 
for it is only in an atmosphere of quiet that true joy 
can live — Bertrand Russell. British philosopher 
(1872-1970). 

It is occasionally possible to charge hell with a 
bucket of water but against stupidity the gods 
themselves struggle in vain — Doris Flcesom. Amer- 
ican syndicated columnist (1901-19701. 







This Week 


Jordan Times, Thursday, December 27, 1995 


Roots 


Human secrets that baffle all 


By Jean-Claude Elias 


When tbe PC revolution started back in the eariy eighties, 
only a few manufacturers had the structure and die 
resources to design, manufacture and market the new 
machines. Apple, IBM, Olivetti, NCR, Tandy and 
Commodore were the main names among less than a 
dozen who controlled the market. 

Like it is the case for most manufactured goods such as 
cars, TV sets and others, not all tbe components in a PC 
were from the- source. The main microprocessor could be 
from Intel or Motorola, the hard disk from Seagate and the 
monitor tube from Philips for example. However, the 
machine as a whole had one name. 

With time, the technology which at first seemed a little 
obscure to the Don-initiated became obvious to any party 
with a minimum technical background. If students could 
assemble a small atomic bomb In their kitchen (given 
some uranium. I admit), why couldn’t little factories pro- 
duce PCs? 

So entered the Taiwanese. Realising that assembling 
small computers basically required purchasing the right 
separate modules, they invaded the world, including the 
U.S. market, with clones priced at about 30 to 40 per cent 
less than the original manufacturers. 

Buying the main chips from Intel, MotorolaJSitachi, 
Siemens, Philips and Mitsubishi, the hard disks from 
Seagate. Conner and Western Digital, and so forth, they 
took a huge share of the business from the well-estab- 
lished big names. From 1987 to 1994, most users making 
a quick price comparison between an original machine 
made in Europe or the U.S. and a clone made in Taiwan 
(or Singapore or Korea) would decide for the latter. 

Technically speaking, on paper at least there was no 
major difference between the two kinds of machines. 
They would do the same work, at tbe same speed. 

By midr 1994, the aforementioned big names (IBM, etc.) 


chip talk 


By Samer Ghaleb Bagaeen 


Today’s article is being brought to you with a lit- 
tle help from an old French teacher of mine, 
though she does not know this yet 



In 1878, a certain Mr. Burgon, quoting one Dr. 
Martin J. Routh, wrote that “ you will find it a veiy 


good practice to always verify your references.” 
Now the only reason I know this is that last week I 


was quoting my old French teacher's statement and I 
wondered afterwards who had first said this. I looked 


luCK. 

To add to this, there is no doubt that these things 
sound better in French. Take, tor example, the 
French saying {whose source I do not know.) “Paitir, 
c'est mourir'un pen." Undoubtedly, this is a great 
phrase, but one which does not have an exact version 
in English. * To part is to die a little* ? No! A musi- 
cian once did a good version in the song Every tune 
we say nood-bye. I die a little", but it is twice as 
long. Shakespeare did quite nicely though with 
‘Tailing is such sweet sorrow.”... 


counterattacked, making a comeback based od a sound, 
clear strategy. Offering machines that have a significant 
edge in terms of reliability and priced only 10 to IS per 
cent more than those made in the Far East, Hewlett- 
Packard, IBM, AT&T are now regaining most of the lost 
ground. Users gladly pay this small difference for an orig- 
inal computer. The price of PC failures and maintenance 
is much higher than any saving one can make on the pur- 
chase. 

PCs have become very sophisticated machines. Tbe 
quality of each of the components (memory, screen, and 
so on) is critical to the overall performance of the whole 
system. Moreover, a PC assembled and well-tested by a 
single party has a higher MTBF (Mean Tune Between 
Failure), giving tbe user a better guarantee of uninterrupt- 
ed and comfortable operating. The West, mainly the U.S.. 
has always controlled the software market. Their taking 
control, one more lime, of the hardware is only a natural 
phenomenon. 

Does this mean the days of the Far Eastern computers 
are counted? Industry leaders in Singapore. Taiwan and 
Korea are clever enough to think of something new. In the 
meamime, U.S. manufacturers of PC computers are smil- 
ing. 


it up a couple of days ago, and now I know. 
Or to put it another wav, now I don’t h 


Or to put it another way, now I don’t have the 
faintest idea. I have no idea who Dr. Routh was and 
know even less who Mr. Burgon was. And I have the 
least desire to know who they were. So, in this case 
at least it was a waste of time to have verified my 
references as they seemed meaningless. 

Still, the one good thins about verifying your ref- 
erences is that it gradually turns into browsing and 
you start discovering new things instead of checking 
up on old ones. For example, the other day, I came 
across two excellent reflections on life in a survey of 
modem sayings and catch phrases. One of them was: 
“ We must beueve in luck. How else can we explain 
the success of those we don’t like?” 

The other said: “The vei^ purpose of existence is to 


reconcile the growing opinion we have of ourselves 
with the appalling things that other people think 


about us.” 

One of those is from the French composer Erik 


Satie- and the other from a certain Quentin Crisp. 
And you should be able to tell which is which if only 


And you should be able to tell which is which if only 
because the first one has a slight trace of translation. 


An expert writes: Don’t be silly. It is not such 
anecdotes that the intellect and esteemed journalism 
should strive after. It is decent, inquisitive — though 
controlled and purposeful — ideas, and meaningful 
analyses that we seek. We want articles that make us 
tingle with enthusiasm. Articles of burning noble 
words that appeal to our sentiments. Articles with 
luminous words, like a flash of lightning in a serene 
sky!...er..ahem... Articles that highlight our values, 
principles and morals. Articles that take pride in our 
past our present and believe in our future. Articles 
that herald a future characterised by dialogue and 
respect for human rights, by opportunities for all 
without discrimination, by equality and social jus- 
tice, and. above all, by a democratic way of life. 
Articles that advocate an architecture where even 
bus stops are individually designed instead of being 
turned into boxes and placards for advertisers. 

So get writing, there's a good citizen. Thank you! 


An English speaker would have been more likely to 
have said “ we must believe in the existence of 


These words go out with the warmest wishes for 
a happy and prosperous 1996 for all. 


HOWLERS 


ON THE LIGHTER SIDE 


1. What words would an American use instead of - bis- 


— PERSPIRATION is composed of two acts: 
First inspiration and then expectation. 


MOHAMMAD A. SHUQAIR 


cuit; a lift; a plot of ground; a caretaker, a waistcoat? 


— WHAT is a microbe? A robe that mics wear. 


** Show me the last of you. 


Areni arda qafaq/Insarif. 


****** 


— THE LARYNX is a voice box and shuts when we 
swallow iL 


You've made my bead swim. 


Lakad dawwakhtani. 


— THE BOWELS are a, e, i, o, u, and sometimes w and 


“““ TEACHER: “If we have a mixture of salt and sugar. How 

Your tongue drops honey. can we *1™® ' hemT 

Lisanak yanqotu asalan. (sometimes said sarcasti- u - u . , .. , , 


2. A s imil e is a figure of speech in which one thing is said 
to be lilcff or as another. Can you complete these similes- 
— This place is as dead as the 


— He is as mad as. 


— MY favourite character in English history is Henry 
VIII because he had eight wives and killed them all. 


PUPIL: ‘Til bring some ants which would eat sugar and 


leave salt.* 


— Her teeth were like. 


** Foe on you! 


— P.S. was thought to mean — precious stones, plug cis- 
tern, police station, Picadilly circus, professor of science, 
people’s saviour, public services and pick something. 


Ikhs alaik! 


Shame on you! 


3. Three of these spellings are wrong- isthmus; harass: 
grammer. tbe reign of the horse; accomodation. 


** Go to hell! 


Ayb alaik! 


Faltazhab lil-jahim. HIGHWAYMAN: “Give me all you have, or i’ll kill 


4. Can you make an anagram, to give the name of a 
famous lady, from the letters in “Flit on. cheering angel.” 


LETS CHAT IN ARABIC 


** Down with war-mongers! . Lt TRAVELLER: “Please set me free. 

- Falyasqut tnjjarul huroob: If I go home without money, my wife will blacken my 

life." 


5. Give FIVE words that have the same beginning and 


***** 


HIGHWAYMAN: “ and so will my wife! 


** He is a liar, a cheat and a hypocrite. 


Innahu kazib, ghush’shash wa munafiq. 


JOKES 


****** 


PUZZLES 


Don’t call me bad names. 


La tassobboni 


Stop this dirty game. 


Imtani’ an hathehil hi’bal qathirah. 


— A PERSON used to hate his mother-in-law. As soon as 
the Eid approached, she declared, ‘TU pay half of my life 
for anyone who buys me a sheep.” 

“Well, I’m ready to buy you two,” said he promptly. 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 


IF two and a half burglars rob three and a half houses in 
four and a half hours, how many houses will five burglars 
rob in nine hours? 


Thursday, Dec. 28, 1995 


JTV CHANNEL 2 WEEKLY PREVIEW 


1:00 Iris - The Happy Professor 
1:15 Fireman Sam 
1:25 Hurricanes 
1 :50 My Secret Identity 
2:10 NBA 

3:00 The New Leave It To Beaver 
3:30 The White Heat 
4:30 Gillette World Sport Special 
5:00 French Programme 
Sophie Et Virginie 
5:30 Varietes 

Le Monde Est A Vous 
7:00 Le Journal 
7:15 Magazine 

Arcbimede 

7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Carol And Company 
8:00 The Album Show 
8:50 The New Avengers 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Movie — Guinevere 

Starring: SherJy Lee & Sean-Patrick Flanery 


Saturday, Dec. 30, 1995 


12:00 The Fifth Missile 


Friday, Dec. 29, 1995 


The Little Mermaid 
Beethoven 
Lift-Off 
Wonder Why 
Super Carrier 
Goldrush In Alaska 
Give Us a Clue 
French Programme 
Sophie Et Virginie 
Film 

Tati Danifie 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Short Stories Cinema 
Naiural Wonders Of Europe 
America’s Funniest People 
Widows (Ep. I) 

News In English 
Second Chances 

Feature Film — Happy New Year 
Starring: Peter Falk & Charles Dinning 


Moomins 

' Harry And The Hendersons 
Blue Heelers 
Only In Hollywood 
I Love Lucy 
Sky Trackers 
French Programme 
Only 

Children Programme 
Les Badaboks 
Serie 

Fruit Et Legumes 
Serie 

Cest Mon His to ire 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Faut Pas Rever 
News Headlines 
Major Dad 

Tbe Stamp Of Greatness 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Star Trek — The Next Generation 
News In English 
Feature; “Deadly Medicine.” 

Starring: Veronica Hamel & Suzan Rutan 
Behaving Badly (Part 2) 


Sports Et Musique 
7:30 News Headlines 
7:35 Boogies Diner 
8:00 Cinema. Cinema 
8:25 Hie Bold & The Beautiful 
9:10 Labours Of Eve 
9:35 Heartbeat 
10:00 News In English 
10:25 Musical Conceit 

“Shirley Bassey” 

1 1 :05 New Year's Eve Concert 
“A Tribute To Sarajevo” 
Live From Sarajevo 


Monday, Jan. 1, 1996 


Sunday, Dec. 31, 1995 


The Flintstones 
Joshua Jones 
Droopy Master Detective 
Scientific Eye 
Family Playhouse 
Pugwall’s Summer 
I Love Lucy 
Sky Trackers 
French Programme 
Ondy 

Children's Programme 
Les Badabocks 
Serie 

Fruits Et Legumes 
Varieties 

Jean-Michel Jarre 
Le Journal 
Magazine 


Shelly Duvall's Bedtime Stories 
Richie Rich 
Playabout 
Bustin' Loose 

Animals Of The Mediterranean 
I Love Lucy 
Sky Trackers 
French Programme 
Ordy 

Children Programme 
Les Badabocks 
Serie 

Les Corapagnons De L’Aventure 
Magazine 
C'Est Pas Sorcier 
Family Programme 
L'EcoIe Des Fans 
' Le Journal 
Magazine 
Cinq Sur Cinq 
News Headlines 
Me Hale Navy 
Invention 

The Bold And The Beautiful 
Star Trek — The Next Generation 
News In English 
Anna (Drama) 

Taurus Rising 
Ellen 


Spirit Of Adventure 
Scientific Eye 
Voyagers 

French Programme 
Ordy 

Children Programme 
Les Badabocks 
Serie 

Les Compagnons De L'Aventure 
Medical Magazine 
Savoir Plus Same 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Ushuaia 
News Headlines 
You Bet Your Life 
The Secret Of The Treasure Islands 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
99-1 (Police Drama) Ep. II 
News In English 
I’U Take Manhattan Ep. IV 
Feature: “Night Hunt” 

Starring: Stephanie Powers & Helen Shaver 


Wednesday, Jan. 3, 1996 


Tuesday, Jan. 2, 1996 


Captain Planet 
Jonny Quest 


Inspector Gadget 
Ghost Writer 

Bill Nye The Science Guy 
Amazing Stories 
Voyagers 

French Programme 
Sophie Et Virginie 
Serie 

Des Heros Ordinaires 
Le Journal 
Magazine 
Sports Et Musique 
News Headlines 
Anything For A Laugh 
The Nature Of Things 
The Bold And The Beautiful 
Horizon "The Peasant Premier- 
News In English 
Prism 

Law And Order 
The Silk Road 
1 Second Thoughts 


Sto 
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; J By Steve James 

Reuter 

H jEVERLY KILLS, Califor- 
Viia — Don’t call Geena 
S , 0 a vis a feminist heroine, 
l v ven though her movie roles 
H^iave included a bored 
■.‘/housewife on a violent 
'*(■ rossncoumry drive of self- 
iscovery, a baseball player 
od now that most macho of 
•• . haracters — a pirate. 

:/*T played it strictly as a 
i Agnate character. This is the 
1't.iay I approached it — 
.Someone who is all- 
/yotnan.” Davis said of her 
•‘Character as a swashbuck- 
'■V. - ng Enrol Flynn-type bucca- 
/'■eer in the action adventure 
; -.'utthroat Island. 

■■■■$• The film, which opened 
- n Dec. 22, includes several 
■■■: ■■tzeoes in which Davis' dag- 
.:'? er. cutlass or blunderbuss 
/lake more than passing 
C ontact with male charac- 
,7j''ns' private parts. But she 
.d ismisses suggestions she 
“■ Mays 17th century pirate 
; •' 'aptain Morgan Adams as 
L u avenging feminist — any 
nore than her character in 
i . 'helma And Louise, which 
\as perceived by many as 
nd-male. 

\ “You know, that character 
"hasn't even intended to be 
n icon. It just happened." 

. he said of the ground- 
ireaking film in which she 
. . jid Susan Sarandon played 
’ Borneo who leave their 
iiimdrum lives, drive west 
ind end up killing a rapist 
: ^ ud engaging in a string of 
rimes before self-destruct- 



Davis — captain of her own ship 


Actress Geena Davis portrays the fearless pirate 
Morgan Adams in a scene from her new Aim 
Cutthroat Island (Reuter photo) 


ing. 

"We never thought that’s 
what we were doing at the 
time. We thought we were 
playing these really cool 
characters that we loved. 
And it was kind of shocking 
to us to find ourselves on 
(the cover of) Time maga- 


zine and we were like, 
‘wow. what the hell hap- 
pened?”' Davis said in a 
recent interview. 

•'They're not role models. 
If you pick it apart, we drive 
drunk and kill ourselves. We 
do incredibly wrong things 
for the right reasons but at 


least we’re in charge of our 
own lives," she said. 

Being in charge of her life 
is important to Davis, who 
won an Oscar as best sup- 
porting actress in The 
Accidental Tourist and was 
nominated for best actress 
in Thelma And Louise. Her 
last acclaimed role was in A 
League Of Their Own in 
which she played a female 
baseball player. 

“My character in this 
movie (Cutthroat Island) is 
totally in charge of her own 
life and her own destiny and 
those are the land of charac- 
ters that appeal to me," 
Davis said. “Whatever they 
do, right or wrong, at least 
they’re captain of their own 
ship." 

Asked if she saw herself 
as captain of her own ship in 
real life, she said: “Oh, yes. 
1 decided 1 wanted specifi- 
cally to be a movie star from 
the age of three. It makes 
me blush, and I could say I 
wanted to be an actress, but 
it was specifically movies 
and I wanted to be a famous 
movie star." 

Playing in a period adven- 
ture movie was something 
Davis had wanted to do for 
a long time. 

“In that time period, peo- 
ple were totally re-inventing 
themselves. In that era, in 
that place, there was com- 
plete lawlessness. There 
were some notoriously out- 
rageous women,” she said 
of the 1 7th-century setting. 

"So that was the kind of 



Actress Geena Davis (left), seen here with co-star Matthew Modine 
Cutthroat Island (Reuter photo) 


(right), in a scene for her new film 


approach 1 look. She slept 
with whom she wanted, she 
drank what she wanted — 
the kind of person who’d 
rather get in a brawl than 
discuss something, which is 
a little bit unique for a 
female character/ 

In the film, which also 
stars Matthew Modine and 
Frank Langella, Davis gets 
into brawls, falls off cliffs, 
drives a carriage and horses 
at breakneck speed and 


leaps from the rigging of 
galleons while searching for 
Caribbean treasure. 

But she did not expect 
concessions because she is a 
woman, and certainly not 
because the Finnish direc- 
tor, Renny Harlin, just hap- 
pens to be her husband of 2 
1/2 years. “Renny wanted to 
avoid the impression I was 
getting special treatment. 1 
didn't get any slack for 
being his wife,” she 


laughed. 

Harlin, who won fame as 
director of such box-office 
blockbusters as Ciiffiumger 
and Die Hard 2: Die Harder, 
made Speechless with Davis 
last year. They will be on 
the set together again next 
month in Toronto for The 
Long Kiss Goodnight, for 
which Davis has shorn her 
shoulder-length aubum 
tresses in favour of a short, 
blonde bob. 


Cutthroat Island, filmed in 
Malta and Thailand, had 
more than the ususal 
headaches for a director 
making a S70 million pro- 
duction. Following repons 
that Michael Douglas, Liam 
Nee son and Ralph Fiennes 
had all turned down the lead 
role opposite Davis, produc- 
tion company Carolco filed 
for bankmpcy protection 
and sold its assets to 20th 
Century - Fox. 



Actor Sir Anthony Hopkins is seen in his rote as United States President Richard M. Nixon in the film 
Nixon, directed by Oliver Stone (Reuter photo) 


Stone shows restraint in Nixon film 


By Jerry Dubrowsld 
Reuter 

LOS ANGELES — Direc- 
tor Oliver Stone, often 
accused by critics of going 
over the top with conspira- 
cy theories and bizarre 
plots, has discovered 
restraint. 

In his latest film, Nixon, 
the 49-year-old Stone rakes 
an almost sympathetic view 
of America’s 37th presi- 
dent, portraying him as a 
tragic figure whose own 
insecurities and -demons 
lead to his downfall more 
than 20 years ago. 

Thai Stone choose not to 
vilify Nixon in the film, 
which opened across the 
United Slates Wednesday, 
may surprise many who 
thought he would cast the 
late president as a ruthless 
leader who nearly ripped 
the country apart. But for 
Stone, the three-hour plus 
film was a chance to show 
the human side of Nixon, 
something few filmakers 
have been able to capture. 

“It wasn't in our interest 
to do a hatchet job on him 
because that had been done 
so much," he said. “Maybe 
because Nixon had been 
vilified for so long ... we 
tended to go more in the 
opposite direction and say. 
‘let's examine this man.*” 

The film, released by 
Hollywood Pictures, fea- 
tures Anthony Hopkins as 
Nixon, Joan Allen as his 
wife Pat, James Woods as 
nixon’s right-hand man 

'v 1 


H.R. Haldeman, Paul 
Sorvino as Henry 
Kissinger, J.T. Walsh as 
John Erlichman and David 
Hyde Pierce as John Dean, 
the aide who aptly 
described the Watergate 
crisis as a cancer on the 
presidency. 

While not favourable to 
Nixon, the film delivers an 
almost benevolent view of 
his internal struggle to 
overcome his strict 
upbringing, the death of his 
two brothers and the crush- 
ing defeat to John Kennedy 
in the I960 election. 

"The concept we went 
with was that early on in his 
life, with his father and his 
mother putting that kind of 
pressure on him to be a 
good boy and to be a virtu- 
ous boy. followed by the 
death of his two brothers ... 
(it) left him with the idea 
that he had to perform and 
that he had to be the flag- 
ship of the family, that he 
had to come through and he 
had to be the best,” Stone 
said. 

"He was a warrior/ Stone 
said. “You’ve go to give 
him that. You may not like 
the man ... You may hate 
him but you’ve got to 
admire him and respect him 
for fighting." 

In that sense, Stone said 
he identifies with Nixon. . 

Four years ago. Stone's 
JFK was ridiculed by histo- 
rians and journalists for 
twisting facts to support the 
theory that Kennedy was 
assassinated by the CIA 


and a group of other key 
government officials 
because he wanted to end 
the Vietnam War. The film 
helped earn Stone the label 
of a conspiracy nut. which 
still bothers him today. 

“This falls between enter- 
tainment and history," 
Slone said of his work. "It 
is a dramatisation. If the 
intention, the spirit is there, 
if you are hewing to the 
facts and you understand 
them and condensing them 
in that manner, then I 
believe you are on the right 
side of the cracks." 

To avoid a repeat of the 
critical hailstorm that greet- 
ed JFK, Slone went to great 
pains to document the 
events that led to Nixon's 
fall from grace, even going 
so far to publish a 1 S9-page 
annotated version of the 
screenplay, written with 
Stephen Rivele and 
Christopher Wilkinson. 

Nevertheless, some 
Nixon loyalists may not be 
completely satisfied with 
Hopkins’ portrayal of the 
president as a drunken, pill- 
popping fumbler whose 
marriage was on the rocks. 

While Stone says he has 
plenty of support for his 
claims, former Nixon aide 
Alexander Butterfield, who 
served as a technical advis- 
er on the film, said he never 
saw Nixon drunk. "Nixon 
was son of ami-booze. He 
might have a Scotch now 
and then, but that was very 
rare in that first four years.” 
Butterfield said. 


More troubling to critics 
is Stone's assertion that 
Nixon knew about an 
alleged CIA plot to kill 
Cuba’s Fidel Castro and 
that later it got turned 
around and led to the assas- 
sination of Kennedy in 
1963. The film contends 
Nixon was involved in the 
planning of the CIA plot 
against Castro when he was 
vice president during the 
Eisenhower administration, 
but historians have found 
□o evidence for that asser- 
tion. 

Stone says it is possible to 
assume Nixon knew about 
the plot. “Why is it so diffi- 
cult on that basis to make 
one little leap of faith and 
say, Nixon, who knew so 
much about foreign affairs 
and about Cuba, especially, 
would not know about the 
attempted asssassination of 
Mr. Castro?" he asked 

Castro aside, Stone's 
Nixon is constantly haunt- 
ed by the ghost of Kennedy. 
At one point in the film, 
when Pat Nixon tries to 
reach her distant husband, 
he dismisses her affection 
by saying “I'm not Jack 
Kennedy." 

In another scene, just 
after he agrees to step 
down. Nixon stands in front 
of the White House portrait 
of Kennedy and mutters: 
"When they look at you 
they see what they’d like to 
be. When they see me, they 
see what they really are." 


Perlman discovers Klezmer music 



Classical superstar violinist Itzhak Perlman (lower left) poses with Klezmer 
musicans (clockwise from left) Mimi Rabson, Michael Aipert, Deborah 
Strauss and Alicia Svigals. The 50-year-old Perlman recorded an album with 
some of America’s top Klezmer bands, which feature the sometimes joyous, 
sometimes mournful instrumental music of the lost world of East European 
Jewry (Reuter photo) 


By Jon Kalish 
Reuter 

NEW YORK — Tunes 
change. Now the Fiddler on 
the Roof plays a 
Stradivarius. 

Itzhak Perlman, the classi- 
cal superstar violinist, has 
discovered Klezmer, the 
sometimes joyous, some- 
times mournful instrumen- 
tal music of the lost world 
of East European Jewry. 

The 50-year-old Perlman 
has recorded an album with 
America’s top Klezmer 
bands, performing every- 
thing from soulful Hasidic 
melodies to wedding 
waltzes. ‘It just sort of 
came naturally,” he said. “I 
had it in my ears and what 
was amazing to me was that 
when 1 started to play, it 
took me like four or five 
seconds and I just felt at 
home." 

Perlman's foray into 
Klezmer began last summer 
with a visit to a Jewish 
music festival in Krakow, 
Poland and a surprise 
appearance at a Klezmer 
all-star concert at Lincoln 
Centre in New York. Both 
were filmed for In The 
Fiddler’s House, an hour- 
long public television docu- 
mentary. 

Perlman had such a good 
time at the two concerts that 
he also decided to record an 
album with four U.S. 
Klezmer groups: Brave Old 
World, the Klezmatics, the 
Andy Statman Klezmer 
Orchestra and the Klezmer 
Conservatory Band. The 
CD, also tilled In The 
Fiddler’s House, is on 
Angel Records and is being 
sold in the classical music 
sections of record stores. 

Holding up his violin, 
Perlman asked: “When 

(Antonio Stradivari) made 
this fiddle, did he ever 
imagine that it would ever 
play Klezmer?” 

Probably not. But then 
Perlman's fans would never 
expect him to be wailing 
away on an electric violin 
with the Klezmatics, a New 
York group known for fus- 
ing jazz, rock and Middle 
Eastern music with 
Klezmer. 'The last time he 
played a wired fiddle was 
20 years ago at a bluegrass 
festival in Colorado. 

It is not that Perlman has 
just discovered the joys of 
Klez, as devotees refer to 
the music. He heard it on 
the radio as a child growing 
up in Israel, and a few years 
ago he sat in with a Klezmer 
band at his daughter's wed- 
ding. 

“I think that, like a lot of 
people, at first he thought 
that Klezmer music was 
something you heard at a 
wedding and that was the 


beginning and the end of 
it," said Sara Lukinson, one 
of ihe producers of the TV 
documentary- "I don’t think 
he knew thai it had so much 
variety, so much depth, so 
many musical flavours that 
had to be explored. The 
more he got into it. the rich- 
er the music got both musi- 
cally and emotionally.” 

The Klezmer musicians 
who found themselves in 
the unenviable role of 
teaching the great Itzhak 
Perlman were impressed 
with his dedication as a stu- 
dent. “I think we were all 
astounded by his ability not 
only to pick up the style but 
his seriousness in taking on 
its demands," said Hankus 
Netsky, director of the 
Boston-based Klezmer 
Conservatory Band. 

"The first time he would 
play through one of the 
pieces I would think ‘okay, 
well, that sounds good.’ and 


the second time it would be 
‘well, that sounds very 
good," and the third time it 
would be better than any- 
body 1 had ever heard play 
the music and the fourth 
time it would just be, you 
know, Itzhak Perlman." 

One way Perlman famil- 
iarised himself with the 
genre was to do a lot of lis- 
tening. He listened to a tape 
of Jewish violin recordings 
made from old 7S s "night 
and day" for weeks. "I defi- 
nitely felt that 1 was on the 
outside looking in and 
hopefully I’m maybe a cou- 
ple of steps in the door right 
now. Maybe." he said. 

Michael Alpen, a member 
of the Brave Old World 
Band, believes Perlman’s 
flirtation with Klezmer will 
be good for the small but 
thriving Klezmer scene. 
“It’s certainly a very signif- 
icant and important gesture 
of support for the music and 


those of us who have been 
making the music for a 
number of years.,’’ Aipert 
said. "I think we could end 
up achieving die. status of 
polka." 

Perlman's interest and 
hunger for Klezmer music 
are said to have grown as a 
result of the TV show and 
the CD project. The buzz In 
the New York "Klezmer 
community” is that he 
wants to play more 
Klezmer. 

Asked about rumours of 
him doing Klezmer concerts 
next summer in New York 
and the American middle 
west, Perlman said: "The 
will is definitely there. I 
would love to occasionally 
get together and play it I 
think that the music is so 
wonderful. When you see 
the faces of the people who 
come to these concerts, you 
say 'hey, we’ve got to do 
this again.’” 




d Health & Medicine 

Women at double risk 
from the ‘big disease’ 


fe 


By Ammu Joseph 

PUNE, India — Deformed 
by disease, Dukhi was 
escorted to the leprosy 
borne by her husband, 
have vowed before God 
and my villagers that you 
are dead to me and my chil- 
dren.'’ her husband said. 
"The funeral feast has been 
beid and I have performed 
the funeral rites” She 
would never see her chil- 
dren again. 

The incident is recounted 
by feminist publisher 
Urvashi Butalia, author of 
The Story Within The 
Story, an account of a 
Danish aid project's effort 
to involve women in lep- 
rosy work in order to 
extend community out- 
reach and thereby improve 
detection and treatment of 
leprosy among women. 

The title suggests the les- 
son of her research: That 
everyone with leprosy suf- 
fers, but that women often 
suffer more — or at least in 
ways that are frequently 
overlooked. 

Now a new study. Double 
Jeopardy: Women And 

Leprosy In India, has 
aroused fierce controversy 
by going even further. The 
three authors argue not 
only that women are vic- 
tims of a double discrimi- 
nation trap — in clinical 
diagnosis and in their daily 
lives as they cope with sex- 
ual discrimination and the 
stigma of the disease — but 
that as a result, current 
efforts to deal with the dis- 
ease are inadequate. 

Much of the controversy 
is focused on the report's 
suggestion that foe number 
of women with leprosy has 
been underestimated. This 
flies in the face of interna- 
tional figures which show 
that women are less prone 
than, men to “the big dis-_ 
easfe^ (as it “-4s widely 
known in India); perhaps 
because of protection by 
hormones. 

“The lower prevalence 
rate among women is not 
peculiar to India,” says Dr. 


N. K. Singh, the World 
Health Organisation 
(WHO) representative in 
Delhi. “It has been reported 
from every country.” WHO 
says there are an estimated 
2.2 million cases in the 
world, more than half of 
them in India. About 
600.000 cases are detected 
each yean 

Dr. Singh warns of the 
dangers of generalising 
from a specific area — in 
this case, urban slums — 
and points out that the com- 
paratively large number of 
women apparently found in 
the study may be the result 
of their being driven from 
their villages by social stig- 
ma. In other words, the 
general worldwide ratio of 
two male leprosy sufferers 
for every female sufferer 
may be correct, even if tbe 
ratio is less in particular 
settings. 

Seemantinee Khot still 
believes that’ female lep- 
rosy patients go uncounted, 
but she and her colleagues 
Carol Vlassoff and Shoba 
Rao are by no means con- 
cerned only with numbers. 
They pinpoint a range of 
special problems faced by 
women, including side- 
effects on pregnancy from 
careless use of the multi- 
drug therapy (MDT). 
which WHO describes as 
“the weapon that now 
seems certain to stop the 
disease in its tracks;” the 
likelihood of being thrown 
out of the family home; and 
the reduced chances of 
marriage. Men with leprosy 
also face stigma and dis- 
crimination. Some, for 
example, are pressured to 
leave their village, just as 
women are. 

What the research found, 
however, is that the dis- 
crimination is more com- 
mon and more extreme for 
women —7 the,. number of 
women' divorced, separated 
or widowed, for example, 
was at least double that of 
men. Many of the women 
who said they were married 
were in fact living alone 
and had not seen their hus- 


bands for years. One 70- 
year-old in the study said 
that she was married but 
that “presently he is not liv- 
ing with me.” It turned out 
that she had not seen her 
husband for 50 years. Such 
statements indicate the vul- 
nerability of women alone: 
Saying they are married 
offers psychological com- 
fort and helps protea them 
from unwanted advances 
from other men with lep- 
rosy. 

Some women said that 
the most difficult adjust- 
ment was to stop touching 
people, especially their 
children, which they were 
frequently forbidden to do: 
“Women were accustomed 
to receiving reinforcement 
for their caring role by tbe 
freedom to touch and be 
touched... It was touch, 
more than anything, that 
women longed for, and the 
loss of this intimate female 
right symbolised isolation 
and rejection,'’ say the 
researchers. 

Tbe list of hurts and dis- 
advantages is long and. say 
the authors, generally 
stems from their lower sta- 
tus in society. The predom- 
inance of male health 
workers is another factor. 
Men. for instance, cannot 
examine women's bodies, 
so the opportunity for early 
diagnosis is missed. That 
gives tbe disease a chance 
to reach a point where 
deformities begin to occur. 

Women's “invisibility” 
has a long tradition. In an 
article in the current issue 
of the journal Oral History. 
Sanjiv Kakar, who has con- 
ducted scores of interviews 
with past and present lep- 
rosy patients all over India, 
says that “written narrative 
is virtually silent on the 
women patient” In colo- 
nial records, he notes, “the 
female .. leprosy patient 
achieves - visibility only; 
when her sexuality is per-" 
ceived as constituting a 
threat to order within the 
asylum... Beyond this, the 
female patient simply does 
not exist, except as an 


appendage to male 
patients.” 

There is some recognition 
of these problems. Urvashi 
Butalia points out that in 
the states of Orissa, Tamil 
Nadu and Madhya Pradesh 
women workers from other 
government programmes 
have been brought iu to 
help. With a little tr ainin g, 

village women are promot- 
ing early detection by look- 
ing at the bodies of women 
bathing in the local pond, 
nurses are trained to exam- 
ine women for the skin 
patches which are a sign of 
foe illness, and MahiJa 
Mandals (village women's 
groups) are taught to dis- 
cuss issues relating to 
women and leprosy. 

A review of foe Indian 
government's anti-leprosy 
drive by one of its financial 
backers, foe Danish aid 
agency Danida, confirms 
that detection and treatment 
of female leprosy cases 
needs much greater atten- 
tion. WHO's Dr. Singh says 
foe Indian government has 
definitely taken Dote of foe 
issue. | 

Ms. Khot, a social worker 
specialising in women’s 
health, says that though she 
encountered some hostility 
from leprosy professionals 
— mainly over foe issue of 
numbers — she was invited 
to present foe team's 
research findings to 
WHO’s policymaking Joint 
Coordinating Board. 

Apart from any improve- 
ments in tbe fight leprosy 
which their work may bring 
about. Ms. Khot and her 
colleagues emphasise ano- 
ther potentially important 
byproduct: Their findings 
help focus on foe impor- 
rance of gender differences 
in diseases — “And failure 
to pay attention to such dif- 
ferences may be an impor- 
tant obstacle to disease pre- 
vention and control” — 
Panos Features. 
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FANTASY ISLANDS 
By Harvey Chew 


1 Betsy or Diana 
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15 Roberts’ 

briefly 
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09 Cum grano — 

17 French City 
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91 Chocolate cake 

10 Cay on [he 
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32 Kind ol sorter or 

drama 

62 Refrains front 

109 Shnwpi/ gp 

Slew 

50 Bfody 

eating 

110 Lync poem 

13 Despot 

59 Cpus 

84 Come Caesar 

Hi Egyptian goddess 

DOWN 

I Fencing 

19 Drum type 

50 Warm weather 

76 Deer meal 

counters! no kt> 

20 D-grt 

wear 

78 Coarse sorghum 

2 Predecessor ol 

25 Salvos 

SI He hit 61 rourtd- 

79 t'amour*' 

me CIA 

27 Frees from 

l nepers 

90 Dorm partners 

J Passage over a 

30 Stvtaco under the 

52 Pcrirot rofo 

01 L1ens4s 

wad 

tag loti 

Vngi — 

02 *— Attraction* 

4 Passover dinner 

31 Bogart war 

53 Legal docunent 

03 Evangeline's 

5 Body cl ord.uned 

Mm 

54 Cometn 

hemetand 

persons 

33 Pupa cover 

56 Low characters 

04 Begins a 

6 Tear 

30 Hawaiian 

57 Victoria, f g 

-ravage 

7 Ancient Greek Sty 

■Stand 

60 Prrmp 

86 Trai»quJ 

8 0'iy resin 

38 J4y Sihrerheels 

62 Bon voyage 
party? 

89 Keen 

9 Abandoned 

rofo 

90 Be a quidnunc 

10 Parasiie 

40 HocSeygre.il 

64 Forber and Matey 

"Vivo — I* 

1 1 Peruvian 

4t Deserter 

65 ld- 

93 Char} d 

>2 nested 

<3 Cofo cufs sieve 

66 Melon or rrjoi 

cheese 

1 3 What Long iohn 

44 AiAtor Wiltam or 

leader 

94 AD* momber's 


Stephen 

67 Ovoijoyed 

deg 

14 Atncancat 

46 foie of Wight port 

TO Indecent 

96 Dratt status 

<5 Bog 

47 Rubber ptam 

72 — vrvarii 

9? London disfnc! 

t6 Venerated 

genua 

73 Assay 

101 Commjn aobr 

18 Supreme 

48 Conor ol lieos 

75 Cheertui 

103 Btue 

hapj»ness 

45 Conwe, molding 

Dr v] rune S3 

105 Alphabet run 


I’ I 13 * I’ 1» P p p ■■HHioTn TTa "TttfTtT" 


I” I l» 1 ^■ 2 * 


Diagram less, 19A x 21 D 
By Frances Burton 


ACROSS 

I Onca around lh*» 
met 

4 Saaed Imagra 
7 Train station 

B Summer otaco 
tl lOna ol Doom 

14 Paolie aland 
group 

15 Two GenUemen 

IB Court case 
19 sJo -1 
21 Cent rat prel 

DOWN 

1 Cower 

2 Hirfi cards 

3 P tify muflmc 

5 ■— but mo 
bra wo 

6 Root*? verb 

B Diamond woight 
9 Off if* mart. 

10 Carlo's 
defonsc 

11 Own 

13 No mallet whal 


22 "Beamy and 
lha— " 

23 Drops the bal 
25 Shade tree 

2ft Make a Dear 
27 NV oty 
31 Pedestal figure 

33 General Bradioy 

34 Chicken — king 

35 Pfovtov 

36 tfatenna" 

37 Tightwads 

39 Catlwmst Wall 


14 "flofTtonrtfon — " 
(TV snow) 

16 Nothing 

17 Ttlrnfc highly of 

19 Capital of Iran 

20 SmeitBi si net 
32 Shirt 

24 Depot flbbt 
27 The - Mol 
Taken- iFmli 
26 AH pier. 

29 Metal containers 


42 Vane letter, 

43 Awards 

48 Root vegetable 

50 Adams or 

McClurg 

51 Opera sui. Gluck 

52 Reiner or Lowe 
54 Patti 

56 Shod breath 
56 OrMIhrow 
59 Bam s gormeni 
61 I Ge> 

63 Musician Ai 


30 Mr Fudd 
32 Cdltogo budding 
38 Attack 

40 PaiSiono tom 

41 Swnot potatoes 

44 t OUl 

45 "An apple— * 

46 Sing* iiie 

47 Meets mm 
43 Svitjin 

51 S-dedw-lh 
53 . hiantjug'* 


64 Forty-niner. e g 

65 Soho omameni 
89 Bom 

67 "Home on the — " 

66 President 
Reagan 

71 Spunod 

72 Fr. ncvoksl Zola 

74 ■— Barrel Pofca" 

75 Tab 

77 Barbara or 
Monica 

78 Ctnamed 


57 Fire saner 

58 Beiore 

59 Char 

60 R4o 

62 Naralianfc abbr 
64 Horse 
67 Polish 
69 Elecii ic unas. 
briefly 

7b Italian money 
73 Chimi wet. 

76 Dine 


103 HlMl Bo 


L, "l Week’* Cryptograms 

1. Four old bananas, kumquats end kiwis made ■ queer fruit 
bowl. 

2. Chambermaid finds e very beautiful moth. toys. “I can’t 
believe il‘e not a butterfly. ~ 

3. Water witch wiahed to owitch from a willow switch (o the 
far more popular poplar, but stuck by her trusty old stick. 
Bear and boar found beer left in ko(f. drank si] or it. and 
got drunk. 

CRYPTOGRAMS 

i.BQDDBJ BJMTIIJ CQDAXJK BJMLI JRSQWHI 
D-IMYYMD.fi QR XQDI. RH RI HRL TQSQRT 
WHD V W I D MHDWTKMCXI DW AHDJ 


MLYQK-IKl. 


— By Earl Ireland 


SOLUTIONS OF LAST WEEK'S PUZZLE 




1.WPAISU BINLARM PCI CUMINKSRS PORK 
OR WINKS WVKR BLINK S_ LINKS tTRDDYKD 
WIL CLINKS W1NL SIDDTLU FHL FINKS. 

— By Duane IL Mctiogy 

3.ZUATY UBPDM'R PGABNLT NDUT. EBXSP 
MBX IISDVT lltT II N OPT DYP ZNBBV w B N 
NTRFBYPGY2, “ ST y ' R C If FT R B" GYRUTDP BW 
“C. PB- DU UCT RTPPCTZ LTNTVBYM7 

— By Sol Talanker 

4.0 N NO MUNCY OTI. ONOOD «: T IV TlIEN 
MISTAKE! ON fill (SIAPKIITYc: K II M SKRLPY 


PTSKIl fNllYSII, 


— Ily Kd iluridlrwm 
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Cholesterol lowering treatment shown to 
save lives, prevent heart attacks in elderly 


ANAHEIM. California (Agencies) — New results from foe 
landmark Scandinavian Simvastatin Survial Study (4S) 
indicate that treating elderly patients who have heart dis- 
ease and high cholesterol with Simvastatin, the most potent 
of available cholesterol-lowering medication, reduced foe 
risk of death from any cause by 34 per cent These data 
were presented at foe American Heart Association's 6 Sfo 
scientific sessions. 

“Some physicians have previously questioned foe value 
of testing and lowering cholesterol in elderly patients with 
elevated cholesterol," said William P. Castefli. M.D.. med- 
ical director of foe Framingham Cardiovascular Institute. 
“But this new research now definitively shows that treating 
elderly patients with heart disease and high cholesterol 
using Simvastatin saves lives." 

The Scandinavian Simvastatin Survival Study with 
Simvastatin is foe only clinical trial to demonstrate that 
long-term cholesterol-lowering therapy substantially 
improves survival, reduces foe risk of heart attacks and 
reduced foe need for costly hospitalisations and surgical 
procedures in patients with coronary heart disease (CHD) 
and high cholesterol. 

The effects of cholesterol- lowering treatment on foe 
elderly were examined in a subset of foe 4.444 4S patients, 
examining those who were 65-70 years old when starting 
foe trial and were 70-75 years old by the end of the trial. 
The subset comprised 528 patients who were treated with 
Simvastatin and 508 patients who received placebo. 
Simvastatin produced clinical benefits in these older 
patients that were significant as foe benefits observed in foe 
total patient population. 

Elderly patients taking Simvastatin were significantly less 
likely to experience a cardiovascular event during foe five- 
year study than those who received placebo. In elderly 
patients, treatment with Simvastatin: 


— Reduced the risk of death by 54 per cent: 

— reduced foe risk of death by coronary' heart disease by 

43 per cent: 

reduced the risk of major coronary events (coronary 

heart disease plus non- fatal heart attack) bv 34 per cent; 

and . . 

— reduced the risk of invasive procedures to clear 

blocked arteries by 42 per cent. 

“The results are unequivocally positive,’ said Terje 
Pederson. M.D.. coordinator of foe Scandinavian 
Simvastatin Survival Study, and head of foe Coronary Care 
Unit at Aker Hospital in Oslo. Norway. “When life 
expectancv is not otherwise limited age should not disqual- 
ify a patient with coronary heart disease and high choles- 
terol from receiving cholesterol-lowering therapy.” he 
added. 

In the elderlv patients studied. Simvastatin: 

— Reduced total cholesterol by 26 per cent: 

reduced LDL cholesterol (or “bad" cholesterol » by 35 

per cent: 

— increased HDL cholesterol (or “good" cholesterol) by 
8 per cent: and 

— reduced triclycerides by 10 per cent. 

In clinical trials’ Simvastatin was generally well-tolerat- 
ed. Most commonly reported side effects include headache 
( 3.5 per cent), abdominal pain f ?.2 per cent), constipation 
(92.3 per cent), flatulence M .9 per cent), and diarrhoea (1.9 
per cent). In foe Scandinavian Simvastatin Survival Study, 
rates of discontinuation due to adverse effects were compa- 
rable in foe placebo group and foe group treated with 
Simvastatin <13 per cent with placebo vs. 10 per cent with 
Simvastatin). Rarely. Simvastatin has been associated with 
liver and muscle problems. Patients experiencing unex- 
plained muscle pain or weakness while taking Simvastatin 
should notifv their doctor immediately. 


The fight goes on for Thalidomide’s victims 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 

LONDON — Their births 
were a nightmare for their 
parents and hospital staff — 
severely deformed babies 
missing arms and legs, 
some with damaged internal 
organs. 

The few who survived 
were not expected to live 
long, dependent on others 
for their short, painful exis- 
tences. 

But the Thalidomide 
babies have surprised even 
themselves, with hundreds 
not only surviving into their 
30s but raising families and 
holding down jobs. 

Trust fends meant to pay 
for a Few years of difficult 
childhood are under strain. 
And as Thalidomide suffer- 
ers fight for compensation 
for their disabilities, they 
are finding, to their horror, 
that Thalidomide is making 
a comeback. 

The drug was a popular 
sedative sold in 46 countries 
between 1957 and 1962. 
considered so safe that it 
could be prescribed to calm 
morning sickness caused by 
pregnancy. 

It was not until May 1961 
that it was found to be one 
of foe worst mutagens ever, 
causing severe birth defects 
when taken by pregnant 
women. 

About 2.000 of foe vic- 
tims who were born alive 
still live today. About half 
are in Germany and there 
are 45S in Britain. 

“Because we were severe- 
ly deformed they never 
expected us to live as long 
as we did," said Freddie 


Astburv. 36, who was bom 
without arms or legs, but 
with flipper-like hands. 

“They certainly did not 
expect us to get on with life, 
get married, have children." 
added the Liverpudlian, 
who has a wife, a son and 
three stepchildren. 

Mr. Astbury leads foe 
Thalidomide action group, 
which is lobbying for con- 
tinued compensation for foe 
victims of the drug. 

United Distillers, foe orig- 
inal distributor of the drug 
in Britain, paid victims £33 
million ($50 million), 
which meant a lump sum of 
£20.000 to £30.000 each, 
the equivalent of £ 120,000 
to £200.000 (SI 80.000 to 
S300.000) today. 

Mr. Astbury says foe set- 
tlement did not take into 
account an adult Jiftptyje. ‘ 
“It's ■ still . called 1 fo<r-~ 
Thalidomide Children’s 
Trust That says it all," be 
says. 

“Its aim was to make life 
easier for us. Bui I’m a 
qualified driver and I can't 
have a car adapted because 
it costs something like 
£9,000 ($14,000).'' 

Brewery giant Guinness, 
which bought Distillers in 
1 986. said earlier this year it 
would donate £2.5 million 
($4 million) a year to tbe 
trust for foe next 15 years. 

Mr. Astbury’s group says 
this will still not be enough 
for people who have chil- 
dren to support, mortgages 
to pay and who need spe- 
cially adapted equipment 
and care. 

There are other fears. As 
the “Thalidomide babies” 
approach middle age. 


Thalidomide itself is under- 
going a re-birth. 

Pharmaceutical compa- 
nies are finding it can work 
against a range of diseases 
from arthritis to .AIDS and 
dozens are striving to have 
it re-licensed. 

US. -based Cel gene 

Corporation has won a 
patent for a way to make 
Thalidomide under foe 
brand name Synovir. The 
Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) has 
approved its use for AIDS 
patients suffering from 
severe wasting. 

Celgene is also testing foe 
drug for possible effects on 
rheumatoid arthritis, weight 
loss in cancer patients and 
other roles in fighting HIV. 
the virus that causes AIDS. 

It is being tested for its 
’effects. jan. Alzheimeris dis : 
ease, against graft-versus- 
host disease, a common 
complication of organ and 
bone marrow transplants, 
and multiple sclerosis. 

Thalidomide has effects 
on immune system cells and 
seems to suppress inflam- 
mation. It has for years been 
a popular leprosy drug and 
is commonly prescribed to 
lepers in Brazil. 

This worries many doc- 
tors, who see it as too dan- 
gerous ever to be used 
widely again. 

“Every year there are sig- 
nificant numbers of babies 
being bom that are 
Thalidomide-affected sim- 
ply because there is not 
information getting 

through.” said Dr. Nigel 
Brown, an expert in birth 
defects for Britain's 
Medical Research Council. 


Dr. Brown said he would 
argue against any attempt to 
license the drug in Britain. 
“It has such appalling con- 
sequences in pregnancy that 
one would want to be very, 
very careful. I would be 
reluctant to let it back on to 
the market. And so far, aside 
from its effect in leprosy, I 
don't think any of foe new 
therapeutic uses are persua- 
sive." 

Dr. Brown said that, 
although theoretically doc- 
tors can limit access to dan- 
gerous drugs, in real life 
controls break down. 

“The irlclination. because 
they are extremely effec- 
tive. is to pass them on to 
your friends." he said. “And 
once a drug becomes 
licensed in one country it 
.yeryoften becomes licensed 
in others.” 

Dr. William McBride, one 
of foe first to speak out 
about foe dangers - of 
Thalidomide and who has 
been studying it ever since, 
disagreed. 

“Provided people are 
given a thorough warning 
about foe risk of pregnancy 
I have no problem with iL” 
he said by telephone from 
Sydney, where he works at a 
charily he helped found. 

“I think Thalidomide has 
been rediscovered — 
reborn, you might say.” 

Mr. Astburv - is aghast at 
such sentiments. “They 
don't know why the drug 
caused the deformities yet 
they are prepared to use it,” 
he said. “They are a step 
away from another 
tragedy." 


Scientists find natural AIDS suppressor 


By Maggie Fox 
Reuter 

LONDON — German scientists said last week they had 
found a substance, naturally produced by the body's 
immune system, which slows down reproduction of the 
HIV virus that causes AIDS. 

AIDS experts cautioned against greeting the finding of 
this suppressor as a breakthrough. But they said it may be a 
very important discovery that could lead to treatments for 
and. possibly, a vaccine against foe deadly virus. 

A report in tbe scientific journal Nature said Interleukin- 
16, which helps the body's immune cells manufacture anti- 
bodies, acted as a natural defence against HIV. 

Reinhard Kurfo and colleagues at foe Paul-Ehrlich- 
Institut in Langen, Germany said they had found that 
Interleukin- 16, which is secreted by “suppressor” T-cells 
known as CD 8 cells, slowed down the reproduction of HIV 
viruses. 

This happened at the highest rale when HIV sufferers still 
showed no symptoms of AIDS, they said. 

“This, antiviral activity is positively correlated with the 
health of HIV-infected patients and is high during the 
asymptomatic stages of infection.” they wrote. 

They added that African green monkeys, which often 
carry their own version of the virus known as S1V. never get 
foe ape and monkey version of AIDS (simian immune defi- 
ciency syndrome). Their Interleukin- 16 is similar to human 
Interleukin- 16. 

“The potential implications of this study are substantial." 
said Anthony Fauci of the National Institute of Allercv and 
Infectious Diseases in Bethesda. Maryland. 

Dr. Fauci said scientists have known for some time that 
something in foe “suppressor" T-cells was inhibiting the 
replication of the virus, but no one knew what it was.° 

“We need to do some basic studies to find the ba.\ic mech- 
anism, and then do animal studies. Dr Fauci said in a tele- 
phone interview. 

Dr. Fauci said Interleukin might eventually be used as an 
immune system booster — similar to gamma globulin 
which is given to people to boost their immune sv sterns 
against certain forms of hepatitis. Not quire a vaccine, it 
works in a similar way. 

He said the Atrican green monkeys could serve as a cood 


mode! “if this works foe same in foe monkeys as it does in 
humans. We have got to make sure we are careful and not 
declare a breakthrough.” 

There are several types ot T-cells in the body's immune 
system. Some are "killer” cells and attack invaders such as 
viruses or cells that have been damaged. 

Others are known as “helper" or “Suppressor" cells. 

Interleukins, secreted by foe “suppressor" cells, stimulate 
the production of antibodies. These attach themselves to 
foreign invaders allowing foe killer cells to recognise and 
destroy them. 

Bui HIV is especially complicated because the virus 
attacks foe T-cells. Scientists hope that if foe T-cells can be 

2 el Pf d J°, PT° tect themselves, the body can more easilv 
fight off .AIDS. 

ANSWERS 


BANK OF KNOWLEDGE 

1. Crackers: elevator: lot; janitor vest. 

2. Tomb; barter: pearls. 

- ■ Grammar: rein: accommodation. 

4. Florence Nightingale 

5. Anna: peep: refer; noon: madam: olio: deed 
ALo: — Was it a cat I saw? 

— Madam. I'm Adam. 


PUZZLES 

If 2 \fl burglars rob 3 1/2 house, in 4 1/2 houre 
.- l/„ burglars rob 7 houses in 9 hours 
- 5 burglars rob 14 houses in 9 hours. 
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Israel quits Ramallah 


(Continued from page 1) 

with metal grates covering 
the front windshield as pro- 
tection against stone throw- 
ing. 

Under the Israel-PLO 
autonomy agreement, the 
144 Jewish settlements in the 
West Bank and Gaza remain 
in place during the five-year 
period of self-rule that ends 
in May 1999. The future of 
the settlements is to be 
negotiated in talks op the 
final status of fire West Bank 
and Gaza that are to begin in 
May. ' 

With Ramallah under PLO 
control, only the residents of 
Hebron, a city of 94,000, and 
about 40,000 Palestinians in a 
few scattered villages near 
Jerusalem will remain under 


Israeli occupation, said Shlo- 
mo Dror, spokesman of the 
outgoing Israeli military gov- 
ernment in file West Bank. 

The 150; 000 Palestinians 
Kving in East Jerusalem also 
remain under Israeli 
sovereignty, even though 
they have the right to vote m 
the Palestinian elections. 

Mr. Dror said the hand- 
over of power has been re- 
latively smooth, tort that 
opponents to the peace 
agreement might try to sabot- 
age it at the tost minute with 
attacks on Israelis. 

“We are now toeing a very 
hard time. During the 
(Palestinian) election, we will 
have a period of tension. 
Those not participating (in 
the elections) will try to do 
something,” Mr. Dror said. 


The PLO trail has many turnings 


Deputies complain of hikes 


(Continued Drum page 1) 

House's 80 lawmakers, have 
not received the attention of 
more than SO deputies at 
best. On Wednesday, some 
of the bylaws* provisions 
were endorsed by 21 votes 


out of only 41 deputies pre- 
sent. The minimum number 
of deputies needed to main- 
tain quorum is 54 at the 
be ginning of the session and 
41 deputies afterwards. 

The House will meet next 
Sunday to resume discussions 
of the House’s draft bylaws. 


Syria-Israel resume talks 


(Continued from page 1) 

site overlooking the east Wye 
River was chosen, Mr.- 
Davies replied: “We thought 
the relative isolation will pro- 
vide the kind of atmosphere 
that the delegates will require 
to make a little progress.” 

Israeli negotiators includ- 
ing Uri Savir, foreign minis- - 
try director-general, and 
Ambassador to Washington 
Itamar Rabinovitch met mi 
Tuesday with Dennis Ross, 
U.S. special Middle East en- 
voy, to prepare for the talks. 
Another delegate is Yoel Sin- 
ger, a legal adviser to the 
foreign ministry. 

'Mr. Ross also met mem- 
bers of the Syrian delegation, 
which composes Ambassador 
to Washington Walid A1 
Moualem, Michael Wahbi, 
director erf Foreign Minister 
Farouq A1 Sharaa's office, 
and Riad Daoudi, a legal 
adviser to the foreign minis- 
try. 

Syria said on Wednesday it 
wanted the talks with Israel 
to succeed and warned that 
failure would have negative 
impact on the future of the 
Middle East. 

BuVa senior Syrian official 
said success of talks would 
require Israel to change its 
previous positions and to 
translate its positive state- 
ments about peace into prac- 
tical steps. 

“Syria wants the Maryland 
negotiations to succeed,” he 
said. “A breakthrough in the 
Syrian-Israeli peace talks 
could be achieved very quick- 
ly if Israel dearly declares its 
readiness to withdraw folly 
from the Golan Heights.'* 

“Israel should agree to 
establish a just and compre- 
hensive peace which is based 
on U.N. resolutions. Failure 
of the talks would have nega- 
tive impacts on the whole 
region," the official, who re- 
quested anonymity, said. 

The Maryland talks were 
agreed following visits to 
Syria and Israel by U.S. 
Secretary of State Warren 
Christopher earlier this 
month. 

Israeli Prime Minister Shi- 
mon Peres, who succeeded 
slain premier Yitzhak Rabin 
■ last month, has said he 
wanted to have speedy peace 
with Syria. Damascus re- 
sponded positively. 

Syria’s chief negotiator 


with Israel was quoted on 
Wednesday as saying his 
team had instructions from 
the Syrian leadership to be 
flexible in the peace talks, the 
first in six months. 

“The delegation is coining 
to these .talks with an open 
mind and dear instructions 
from the Syrian leadership to 
defend the fixed principles of 
our position and demonstrate 
flexibility in what does dot 
endanger these principles and 
rights ” WaKd A1 Mualem 
was quoted by the Lebanese 
daily As Safir as saying. 

Meanwhile, President 
Assad’s spokesman Gebran 
Kuriyeh told Radio France 
International that raising the 
level of the talks would de- 
pend on the results of the 
current discussions. 

“Everything has its time — 
and everything will depend 
on what will happen durin g 
the negotiations. 

Israel has repeatedly called 
on Mr. Assad to raise toe 
talks to ministerial level, or 
even agree to a summit meet- 
ing with Mr. Peres. 

Mr. Kuriyeh said Mr. 
Peres, compared to Mr. 

_ Rabin, was “more open, 

" talks of peace with a more 
intense desire and evokes 
more seriously the track of 
toe negotiations with Syria. 

“We can only welcome this 
change, but the negotiations 
will show to what degree they 
can be translated into a real- 
ity." . . 

An Israeli minister seomty 
was still die main point at 
issue between the longtime 
foes. 

Once that was resolved it 
would be easier to deal with 
other problems, Yossi Beilin, 
a cabinet minister in the 
Prime Minister’s office, told 
Reuters. 

Israel's satisfaction . with 
security arrangements on toe 
Golan Heights anil affect its 
position on otbeT aspects of a 
withdrawal from the plateau 
it captured' 'from ' Syria in 
1967. 

But he said the talks were 
likely to focus first on proce- 
dure rather than substance. 

“For us the most important 
issue on the Golan Heights is 
toe security arrangements.” 

“Once we are satisfied with 
these arrangements I believe 
it will be easier to negotiate 
about all the other issues on 
our agenda.” 


Mediation efforts 


(Continued from page 1) 

the mouth of the Red Sea, 
and whose status has never 
been defined by international 
conventions. 

Yemeni President Alt 
Abdullah Saleh has called on 
Eritrea to remove its forces 
from Hanish A1 Kabir before 
bilateral negotiations on the 
island's future can begin. 

Eritrea has called for both 
sides to withdraw their troops 
from the region before taking 
the issue to arbitration at the 
International Court of Justice 
in The Hague. 

Hie bead of the Organisa- 
tion for African Unity 
(OAU) was expected in 
Asmara on Wednesday for 
talks aimed at resolving toe 
conflict. 

Salim Ahmad Salim, the 
OAU secretary general, was 
due to meet Mr. Afeworki 
and Foreign Minister Petros 
Solomon, Eritrean presiden- 
tial chief of staff Yeraene 
Ghebre Meskel told AFP. 

However, Meskel said the 
talks might not bring immedi- 
ate success because Yemen, 
which is backed by the Arab 
league, could cast doubt on 
toe OALTs impartiality. 

“Our soldiers and theirs 
were together, on both sides 


The deal on , 

theWestBank 
has left 
unfinished 
business, says 

Robert Fisk V 


KIRYAT ARBA — The 
new roadfor Jewish settlers 
ran like a black thread over 
the hills between Hebron 
and Jerusalem, new tarmac 
that glistened in toe cold' 
rain. But Naim of Gaza, for 
that is how be identified 
himself, not wanting to 
grace Israeli occupation 
with his family name, was 
not worried. “The road is 
for toe settlers of Kiryat 
Arba but Arafat says it's 
only for five years,” be 
said, his Israeli employer 
standing beside him , listen- 
ing intently to our conversa- 
tion. “Mr. Arafat says this 
is only for a transitional 
period. Of course I trust 
him.” 

But look, we said, look at 
the road, constructed on 
crashed stone, three inches 
of tarmac with new safety 
barriers and elegant road 
signs in Hebrew. This must 
cost millions; anyone who' 
believes this is built for only 
•five years must be financial- 
ly insane or a liar. Here is a 
new highway linking the 
settlers of Kiryat Arba out- 
side Hebron to the “eternal 
and unified, capital of 
Israel” that will last 20 
years or more. Naim of 
Gaza He trusted 

Mr. Arafat, he said. And 
his Israeli employer, hud- 
dling in his rain cape, nod- 
ded his agre em e n t. 

Well, maybe Naim of 
Gaza is right. After all, only 
half an hour earlier two 
Israeli tax-drivers outside 
toe King David Hotel in 
Israeli West Jerusalem had 
pointedly refused to drive 
me to Arab East Jerusalem. 
So much, I thought at the 
time, for the “eternal and 
unified'' capital of Israel. 
But those “settler roads” — 



Pa lestinian fla gs are hoisted over Manger Square, in Bethlehem 


to allow settlers on confis- 
cated Arab land to drive to 
Jerusalem without contact 
with Palestinians — are 
snaking across the land- 
scape of Yasser Arafat's 
“Palestine”, bisecting and 
trisecting his land like a 
salami. Built, of course, by 
Palestinians such as Naim 
of Gaza. 

And in the harder towns, 
such as Hebron, the reality 
of these roads that chop the 
West Bank into pieces 
means more than the hon- 
eyed words of Western di- 
plomats and satellite televi- 
sion reporters. **We will 
have only cantons,” Abdul 
Haj, a grocer of Hebron 
complaiDed to me an hour 
later. “Arafat will be the 
mukhtar of the cantons. 

You have to understand 
that he is not going to help 
us. He only seeks power 
and for this he will work for 
the Israelis. I remember 
what Golda Meir said to 
Sadat Mien be visited Jeru- 


salem. She said that the 
government of any state 
should work for its people. 
And this is our problem 
because our Arab leaders 
don’t work for their people 
— only for power. The 
Israelis work for their peo- 
ple. This is why the Israelis 
are strong and we are weak; 
winch is why we must go 
fra rfr to Islam." 

Across tbe windy hill be- 
hind Abdul Haj of Hebron, 
David of Kiryat Arba, im- 
mensely tall, 22 years old, a 
Jewish student at Shiloh 
waiting for an Eged bus, 
was more ambiguous, 
armed with tbe arguments 
that Arab guerrillas leaders 
used to deploy in front of 
Western journalists 15 
years ago. “I think what 
Rabin did was wrong — but 
it was wrong that he should 
be killed. Because it is 
wrong for any man to take 
the life of any other man. 

I do not believe in this 
peace process. I will only 


leave here in one way: In a 
coffin. I believe in toe Bi- 
ble. This land was given to 
ns. 

Like a tape cassette, 
David moved through the 
Biblical quotations. His pa- 
rents had moved from 
Morocco to Kiryat Arba, 
believing that God had 
given Judea and Samaria to 
toe Jews. He captured tbe 
very spirit of the old men of 
the Palestinian revolution 
whom I used to meet in 
Beirut in toe late 1970s: 

Commitment without im- 
agination. Perhaps aO fun- 
damentalism should be de- 
fined in this way, tbe in- 
tegrity of their quarrel on- 
defiled by doubt. But then 
up walked of Eilat — and the 
anonymity of all family 
names in this report are at 
the specific request of their 
Arab and Jewish owners — 
who was an Arabic- 
speaking Israeli soldier of 
20 on joint-Israeli- 
Palestiman patrols in the 


West Bank. 

“Whatever they tell 
you,” he said — - t ami here 
he nodded in David's direc- 
tion — “we have no busi- 
ness in Bethlehem or Tul- 
karem or Shkheim (Nab- 
lus). We should be out of 
there. It’s not .our land.” 

But what about tbe set- 
tlers themselves, I asked? 
Was it their land? Many 
smiles here, but few words. 
“Look, I can’t talk politics, 
just to say that we should 
give back their towns." 
And East Jerusalem? “Nev- 
er,” Gian replied, all of 
which suggested that Abdul 
Haj and ms predictions of 
“cantons” was too dose to 
file mark. 

In Bethlehem, on tbe eve 
of its “liberation” from 
Israeli troops, the Palesti- 
nians pre ferred to avoid die 
subject of Jerusalem. “It 
should be an international 
city,” toe tour guide in- 
sisted — no identity here, 
not even a Christian name 


— “and file religious sites 
must be controlled by 
Christians, Muslims and 
Jews.” I had heard fins 
argument a thousand times. 
But the declaration of prin- 
ciples, the final status nego- 
tiations on Jerusalem — 
what was to become of 
them, I asked? And toe 
guide, a thin, raincoated 
figure with an equally thin 
moustache, shrugged his 
shoulders. “This is not my 
business.” 

But of course, it is his 
business. At present be can- 
not even drive the few miles 
to Jerusalem, let alone call 
it his capitaL To travel to 
Ramallah or Jericho from 
Bethlehem, there is a newly 
improved road — tbe Ara- 
fat trail — that swoops 
dangerously into wadis and 
across escarpme n ts, provid- 
ing West Bank Pale stinians 
with just toe merest glance 
of the spires of the dty they 
cannot visit. 

Tbe Independent 


Pyongyang keeps world guessing on war and peace 


By Andrew Brown 

Reuter 

SEOUL — By turns snarl- 
ing and conciliatory, unpre- 
dictable North Korea is 
again keeping the world 
guesting over whether it is 
making ready for war or 


suing tor peace. 

After scuttling inter- 
Korean detente by snatch- 
ing a southern fishing traw- 
ler in May and killing two 
crew members, Pyongyang 
handed bade toe survivors 
on Wednesday in a show of 
comaraderic. 

Yet its troops, tanks and 
warplanes are manoevuring 
over ice-hardened terrain 
near the border, jangling 
nerves in Seoul and as far 
away as Tokyo and 

Washington. 

But Pyongyang diplo- 
mats in New York this 
month agreed on details of 
an accord to reduce North 
Korea’s potential nuclear 
menace widely semi as a 
threat to global peace. 

North Korea’s signals are 


so confusing, and interna- 
tional trust towards it so 
frayed, that its cries for 
help to feed a population 
on the brink of famine have 
been largely ignored. 

South Korean President 
Kim Young-Sam frets that 
political turmoil in Seoul 
may encourage military 
adventure. He says Soviet- 
era MG fighters are mas- 
sing near the demilitarised 
zone that has divided the 
peninsula since the 1950-53 


Korean war. 

Western diplomats in 
Seoul generally agree that 
fears of an invasion from 
the North are overblown. 

“In fiie past. South Ko- 
rean government have used 
Che security threat as a poli- 
tical tool and they may be 
doing that again ahead of 
elections,” sad one West- 
ern diplomat. 

“The problem is that 
both sides have raised their 
levels of millitaiy prepared- 
ness,” he said. ^Whether 
there’s a real intent of a 
threat by North Korea is 


bard to say.” 

U.S. Defence Secretary 
William Perry said this 
month regular North Ko- 
rean winter military exer- 
cises this year, compared 
with file past 10 years, were 
“at the high end of that 
scale, bnt not off the 
scale,” 

Nevertheless, North 
Korea “continues to be 
high on our watch list,” 
Mr. Perry told reporters. 

' Pyongyang- watchers in 
Seoul say a greater worry 
than invasion is that North 
Korea may attempt a high- 
profile military stunt, 
perhaps seizing a southern- 
held island, to divert inter- 
nal attention from the food 
crisis. 

In Tokyo, North Korea 
expert Noriyuki Suzuki 
said Pyongyang may feel 
threatened. 

Summer floods have de- 
vastated the grain crop, 
raising the spectre of food 
riots and malnourished re- 
fugees flooding over tbe 
border to Qima in search 


of food. Tbe problem has 
added to political strains in 
Pyongyang. 

Kim Jbng-Il has still to 
inherit North Korea's top 
posts — the presidency and 
secretary generalship of tbe 
Korean Worker’s Party — 
following the death of his 
tether, tbe “Great leader” 
Sam D Sung. 

“North Korea’s suspicion 
against the South seems to 
have grown,” said Mr. 
Suzuki. “They say to them- 
selves, if I were South Ko- 
rean leader I would use an 
attack against the North to 
turn attention away from 
South Korea's domestic 
political problems.” 

Two former South Ko- 
rean presidents are in de- 
tention facing charges of 
mutiny and bribery as Pres- 
ident Kim atte mp ts to root 
out the corrupt legacy of 
military-backed rule and 
dispense justice to perpet- 
rators of a 1980 army mas- 
sacre. 

“North Koreans, quite 
legitimately, see tbe United 


States, Japan and South 
Korea dosing the ring on 
them,” Mr. Suzuki said. 

That would appear to fly 
in toe face of U.S. inten- 
tions last year when 
W a shington signed an 
accord with Pyongyang to 
provide it with two ugfat- 
water nuclear reactors in 
r et ur n for a pledge to scrap 
heavy-water reactors cap- 
able of making bomb-grade 

material . 

The S4.5 bOfion deal was 
put of a canot-and-stick 
effort to draw Pyongyang 
out of its cold war era 
isolation with toe promise 
of aid, investment and 
possibly diplomatic gains. 

Washington got its nuc- 
lear agreement Pyongyang 
is stiD waiting for food to 
feed its hungry people. 

On Tuesday, South 
Korea’s official media re- 
ported that officials from 
Washington, Seoul and 
Tokyo would meet in 
Hawaii next month to try to 
coordinate a Pyongyang 
strategy and decide 


whether to offer food aid. 

Senior ' Seoul officials, 
and public opinion, appear 
uncompromising. Betrayed 
once by North Korea, 
which seized the fishing 
boat after taking free rice 
from the south, toe country 
is wary of bring slapped in 
file face again. 

Further rice aid is seen as 
dependent on a revival of 
inter-Korean dialogue. 

On Wednesday, a uni- 
fication ministry official 
told Reuters the handover 
of the fishermen did not 
change attitudes in SeouL 

“We were waiting for an 
official offer from Pyon- 
gyang, but it never came. 
Pyongyang made tbe 
announcement and on their 
own made the handover,” 
fire official said. 

“It’s difficult to say that 
Pyongyang is changing its 
a l tit ud e with the return. It 
seems to still want nothing 
to do with the South Ko- 
rean government but do a 
show for the outside 
world,” he added. 


of toe island, for several 
•weeks. It could have re- 
mained like that during the 
time necessary to solve the 
problem, but they decided to 
attack.” Mr. Meskel said. 

"If they refuse the interna- 
tional arbitration we prop- 
ose, I suspect it’s because 
they have do confidence in 
their legal daim,” he added. 
“Why fear if you have solid 
evidence?” 

Yemen, Meanwhile is plac- 
ing its faith in the efforts of 
other countries to mediate in 
its dispute with Eritrea over 
three strategic Red Sea is- 
lands, a Sudanese newspaper 
citing a Yemeni envoy said 

Abdul Alam A1 Anast told 
the daily Akhbar A1 Youm 
that Yemen felt it was prema- 
ture to cal! a meeting of the 
Arab League to discuss the 
dispute over the Hanish 
archipelago. 

He said his country prefer- 
red to give a full chance to 
Ethiopia, Egypt and tbe Un- 
ited States to mediate in the 
dispute. 

“We are seeking a peaceful 
settlement to the dispute with 
Eritrea,” Mr. Anasi tokl re- 
porters after meeting 
Sudanese President Omar A1 
Beshir on Tuesday. 


Arctic enlargement highlights need for EU reform 


By Fredrik Dahl 

Reuter 

BRUSSELS — The entry 
•of Sweden, Finland and 
Austria into tbe European 
Union (EU) a year ago has 
strengthened those in the 
15-nation bloc who want 
further enlargement, freer 
trade and markets, a green- 
er continent and less secre- 
cy* . 

But it has left some in toe 
new countries wondering 
whether they made the 
right choice to join tbe EU 
on Jan. 1, 1995. 

A year after the arrival of 
tbe newcomers, diplomats 
and officials in Brussels say 
fiie EU*s expansion north 
to file Arctic and east to the 
Russian border has been 
fairiy smooth, if not entire- 
ly without problems. 

They are, some diplo- 
mats say, less keen on 
further European integra- 
tion than some of the old 
guard. 

They have also under- 
lined toe need for the EU 


to change its internal proc- 
edures during 1996’s treaty 
review, called to prepare 
the bloc for enlargement 
into Eastern Europe. 

Already, the expamiop 
to 15 from 12 members has 
affected efficiency. 

“What we still have of 
course is a machine de- 
signed for six members, it 
has basically not changed, 
and now suddenly we have 
15 and whatever new mem- 
ber would make it more 
difficult to come to a deri- 
sion,” one EU diplomat 
said. 

The membership of 
Sweden, Austria and Fin- 
land boosted the EU’s 
territory by a third, its 
population by 6.2 per cent 
to 370 million and its gross 
domestic product by seven 
per cent. 

The new members — all 
relatively rich — are seen 
as environmentally adv- 
anced, boosting hopes of 
stronger EU action to clear 
.np Europe. 

Sweden and Finland are 


also promoting efforts to 
make tbe bloc's decision- 
making process more open 
to the public, arguing this is 
necessary to bring toe un- 
ion closer to ordinary peo- 
ple. 

“That the three have 
joined has strengthened tbe 
group which has long pur- 
sued a policy in favour of 
more competition, in- 
creased openness and de- 
regulation,” said a Swedish 
diplomat. 

The newcomers have not 
yet, however, radically 
changed the EU. , 

“It is like jumping on 
board a supertanker... Yon 
cannot change things from 
one day to toe other," one 
EU official said. 

This enlargement has 
been “for less difficult'' 
than when Spain and Por- 
tugal joined toe then Euro- 
pean Community in 1986 
and when Greece became a 
member in 1981, another 
diplomat said. 

“Tbe three new members 
are politically and econo- 


mically ...(of) the. same 
standard as the most de- 
veloped in fiie union,” be 
said. • , 

Others were less posi- 
tive, suggesting die new- 
comers lacked enthusiasm 
for further European in- 
tegration. . 

“For fiie three countries 
it is not a question of the 
union first and foremost. It 
is one of tbe union when it 
meets their interests,” one 
diplomat stud. 

As for operating within 
the EU, it is Finland that 
gets the highest marks from 
diplomats. 

. ‘They are very purpose- 
fill, they know where they 
want to be, they want to be 
at the centre. They will 
take ns all by surprise,” 
said an official at the Euro- 
pean Commission. 

He was less positive ab- 
out neighbouring Sweden. 

“They sit up there on 
their pe n insul a and they 
look down and they won- 
der what., is going on and 
their emotional instinct is 


to keep away from that,” 
he said. 

Austria’s performance 
during the first year has 
been affected by its own 
political turmoil, another 
diplomat said. 

“They have been para- 
lysed by their . internal 
problems, they have had to 
avoid all sensitive issues,” 
be added. 

Of tbe three, Sweden has 
made dear it will not shy 
away from confronting old 
and more powerful EU 
members, for example, by 
sharply criticising French 
rradear tests. 

“We sometimes have the 
feeling that yon can see, 
feel and hear that fins is a 
country with hundreds of 
years without occupation, 
without real outside 
threat,” one diplomat said. 

Unlike Sweden, Finland 
has traditionally kept a low 
profile in foreign policy 
issues. “When we are 
against for instance nuclear 

testing, we have said it, but 

we have tried to avoid 


conflict,” Foreign Minister 
Taija Hakmen told Reu- 
ters. 

Despite the fact that the 
three seem to be adjusting 
without great difficulties to 
life in Brussels, their own 
citizens have become more 
negative about fiie union. 

According to a survey 
published in November by 
the European Commisrion, 
Swedes, Austrians and 
Finns are all more sceptical 
about fiie EU than people 
in the bloc as a whole. 

In Sweden no fewer than 
62 per cent said their coun- 
try had not benefitted from 
membership, but a Swedish 
diplomat in Brussels said 
the opposition had not yet 
affected toe country’s EU 
policies. 

Finns, cashing in on an 
11 per cent drop in food 
prices since the country 
joined, seem to be more 
comfortable in the EU. 

"The first year of mem- 
bership has lived up to our 
expectations,” President 
Maztti ' Ahtisaari said. 
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Arab oil 
supplies 
likely 
to rise 
slightly 


Egyptian inflation 
falls to 30-year low 


fll RBZf 


ABU DHABI (AFP) — 
Arab oil supplies will likely 
increase by only 300.000 bar- 


m crease oy only juu.uuu Dar- 
rels per day (b/d) in 1996 


although world demand will 
jump by more than one mil- 
lion b/d and the region con- 
trols over 60 per cent of the 
global crude reserves, 
according to an official re- 
port. 

Saudi Arabia, the world's 
main crude supplier, and its 
fellow members in the Arab 
League pumped around 20.1 
milli on b/d in 1995 and the 
level is projected to rise to 
20.4 milli on b/d in 1996, the 
Organisation of Arab Pet- 
roleum Exporting Countries 
(OAPEC) said in its Decem- 
ber bulletin. 

Arab oil output will peak 
at 20.6 million b/d in the 
fourth quarter of 1996, when 
seasonal demand reaches one 
of its highest levels in the 
year. 

World oil supplies are set 
to increase to 71.3 milli on b/d 
in 1996 from around 70 mil- 
lion b/d in 1995, the Kuwaiti- 
based OAPEC said. 

Supplies of oil and gas li- 
quids by the 12-nation Orga- 
nisation of Petroleum Ex- 
porting Countries (OPEC), 
which include several Arab 
producers, win also rise mod- 
estly to 27.8 milli on b/d from 
27.7 million b/d in the same 
period. 

Most of the increase in 
global demand over the past 
two years has been met by 
North Sea producers Britain 
and Norway, and other non- 
OPEC countries. They will 
also account for the bulk of 
the increase in 19 96. 

OAPEC said its 10 mem- 
bers accounted for only 
■100,000 b/d of the growth in 
demand in the third quarter 
;of 1995, when world con- 


CAIRO (R) — Egyptian in- 
flation fell to 4.9 per cent in 
the year to the end of 
November, from 7.0 per cent 
at the end of October and 
11,4 per cent in November 
1994, the Statistics Depart- 
ment of the Cabinet Office 
said Wednesday. 

Prime Minister AtefSedki 
told government newspapers 
that the November inflation 
rate was the lowest in 30 
years. 

Fighting inflation has been 
a central feature of the eco- 
nomic reform programme the 
Egyptian government laun- 
ched in 1991 but until recent- 
ly the results had been mixed. 

Inflation, based on the 
consumer price index for 
urban areas, rose to a post- 
reform high of 26.1 per cent 
in January 1992 and for the 
first 10 months of this year it 
ranged between 10.2 per cent 
in February and 7.0 per cent 
in October. 

The cabinet's Information 
and Decision Support Centre 
gave the November figure 
but did not provide a detailed 
breakdown. 

Government newspapers 
emoted Dr. Sedld as saying 
the new figure was well below 
target and gave the govern- 
ment scope to increase 
spending and investment. 


The main factor bringing 
inflation down bas been strict 
control over the govern- 
ment's budget deficit, which 
fell to between 13 and 1.7 
per cent of gross domestic 
product (GDP) in the July- 
September quarter of the 
1995/96 fiscal year. 

The government is com- 
mitted to keeping the deficit 
to 1.6 per cent of GDP for 
the whole of the current year, 
which runs from Jdly 1, Eco- 
nomy Minister Mahmoud 
Mo hamma d Mahmoud said. 

In theory, the low inflation 
figure should enable the gov- 
ernment to bring down in- 
terest rates, which range 
from about 93 per cent up- 
wards. Treasury bills yield 
about 103 per cent and the 
central bank discount rate 
stands at 133 per cent. 

But bankers say a foil in 


interest rates could rapidly 
erode the value of the Egyp- 


tian pound, which has hardly 
changed against the U.S- dol- 
lar for almost four years, 
despite the large inflation dif- 
ferential between the two 
currencies. 

When talks between Egypt 
and the International Monet- 
ary Fund (IMF) resume next 
month, cutting domestic in- 
terest rates is expected to be 
high on the agenda. 


OECD: Italian interest 
rates set to fall in ’96 


PARIS (R) — Italian interest 
rates are set to fall in early 
1996 and narrow the gap with 
German rates by the end of 
1997, the Organisation of 
Economic Cooperation and 
Development (OECD) has 
said. 


-sumption largely grew. 

• “Indications do not point 


to any increase in supplies by 
OAPEC countriesrfurmg The 


OAPEC countries during the 
fourth quarter because of the 
output increases m other pro- 
ducers and withdrawal from 
stockpiles," the bulletin said. 

It said OPEC’s decision to 
roll over its official output 
-ceiling of 24.52 million b/d 
■for tiie first half of 1996 and 
compliance with production 
quotas would prop up crude 
prices, which averaged $17 
until September. 


“With the fiscal outlook 
improving and disinflation re- 
suming, interest rates are ex- 
pected to ease from the first 
half of 1996,’’ the Paris-based 
group of developed nations 
said in its semi-annual report 
OECD forecasts for Italy 
into 1996 and 1997 predicted 
inflationary pressure would 
ease, while economic growth 
should continue, albert at a 
slower overall rate for 1996 
and 1997. 


‘ from 4% points at the end of 
September due to political 
uncertainty in Italy. 

The group predicted the 
long-term interest rate on the 
10-year Italian treasury bond 
(BTP) will fall to 10.8 per 
cent in 1996 and 10.4 per cent 
in 1997, from 11.8 per cent in 
1995. 


The gap between Italian 
and Gorman discount rates 
widened earlier this month as 
the Bundesbank cut half a 
percentage point off its dis- 
count rate to three per cent 
while the Bank of Italy's dis- 
count rate has held steady at 
nine per cent since May 1995. 


'The long-term differential 
vis-a-vis Germany being 


assumed in the projections is 
to narrow to four percentage 
points by the end of 1997,** 
tiie report added. 

The gap between German 
and Italian long-term rates, 
as measured by the yield on 
government long-term 
bonds, slipped to 5V« percen- 
tage points in November 


The report concluded that 
for 1996, its own projections 
were broadly in lute with 
Italian budget proposals*- JBnt 
it said the main risks to its 
projections concerned fiscal 
poficy, the lira exchange rate 
and interest rates. 

“Any failure to keep 
budget deficit reduction on 
trade could result in down- 
ward pressure on the lira, 
rekindling inflation expecta- 
tions,” the OECD con- 
ducted. 


THE Daily Crossword by Lee G. Barrow 


across 

1 Seasons 
6 Elec, unit 
9 “This is — ■" 

14 Ice cream unit? 

15 Deface 

16 City on the 
Columbia 

17 Gemstone 

19 Above 

20 High — (tense) 

21 Mao — tung 

23 Greek letter 

24 Inspect 

25 Gemstone 

28 Sun Yat — 

29 Coat or key start 

30 Begins 

35 Heron cousins 

39 Limits or space 
beginning 

40 Drunkard 

42 “—of Two 
Cities' 

43 Required 
45 Pertaining to 

speech sound 
47 Gemstone 

49 Pub quaff 

50 Gemstone 
54 Feminine 

suffix 

57 Sisters 

58 Itch 

59 Treat with a 
certain halogen 

62 Convulsive 
breaths 
64 Gemstone 

66 Trapshooting 

67 Old alliance 
letters 

68 Andean animal 

69 Pile fabric 

70 Musical piece: 
abbr. 

71 Indian state 


is 10 11 12 13 


|30 131 |32 1 33 


36 37 38 


150 151 152 


[54 55 1 56 


62 



r 

63 






69 


_ 
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All rigms reserved 


DOWN 

1 Some planes 

2 Sharp 

3 British truck 

4 Close-fitting 
hat 

5 Gyrated 

6 French friend 

7 Spars 


8 Already placed 

9 Military address 
letters 

10 Gemstone 

11 Chemical 
compound 

12 TV actor. Baio 

13 Gemstone 
18 Monsters 

22 Distant or lateral 
lead-m 

26 Burden 

27 Elegant 

28 Flow 

30 Family 
member 

31 Cal. abbr. 

32 Dined 

33 Gemstones 

34 Burst 

36 Perched 

37 Samuel s 
teacher 

38 Dry. as wine 
41 Comparative 

word 

44 Notable date 
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46 Derived from oil 
48 Netherworld 
region 

50 Apprehension 

51 Tremble 

52 Racer Bobby or 
Al 

53 Dental filling 


54 Images 

55 Nursemaids 

56 Linguistic 
sources 

60 A state: abbr. 

61 Test 

63 Pig place 
65 Branch 


Japan’s jobless rate marches 
on to new record high 


TOKYO (R) — Japan’s offi- 
cial jobless rate hit a record 
high, kindling fears that high- 
er levels ' of unemployment 
may be becoming entrenched 
within society. 

The seasonally adjusted 
unemployment rate jumped 
to 3.4 per cent in November, 
up.from 3.2 per cent in Octo- 
ber, a level ft had previonsly 
maintained for five successive 
months, the government's 
Management and Coordina- 
tion Agency said. 

“The employment situa- 
tion is unlikely to improve in 
the short-term,” an agency 
official said. 

The figure rose from 2.9 
per cent a year earlier and is 
the highest since tiie govern- 
ment began collecting statis- 
tics under its present methods 
in 1953. 

The climb surprised 
analysts, who had expected 
the rate to remain steady at 
3.2 per cent, and was certain 
to compound a growing sense 
of insecurity in a workforce 
traditionally associated with 
the principle of lifetime em- 
ployment. 

The government's chief 
economic planner, Isamu 
Miyazaki, already admitted 
in mid-November that real 
unemployment was more 
likely to be between five and 
six per cent, much higher 
than the official rate. Official 
statistics do not include those 
who have given up looking 
for a job and people who 
remain on company payrolls 
even when there is noi work 
for them to do. 

But the agency said it was 
too early to judge if the rise 
in November really repre- 
sented a trend towards high 
unemployment levels like 
those seen in Europe. Unem- 
ployment is estimated at 10.6 
per cent m the European 
Union. 

Certainly tiie news was not 
all bleak. Labour ministry 
data measuring tiie ratio of 
jobs to applicants showed an 
increase to 0.63, up from 0.61 
a month earlier. 

This meant there were 63 
job offers for each 100 appli- 
cants in Novena ber. The 
ministry said job offers had 
increased mainly in the ser- 


vice sector, rising by 7.4 per 
cent from a month earlier. 

The agency said unemploy- 
ment had risen mostly among 
young people, but this was 
partly because a greater num- 
ber of them, encouraged by 
signs that the economy is 
improving, were quitting 
their jobs to find betteT work. 

“There have been some 
signs that the economy is 
getting better and some peo- 
ple may see this as an oppor- 
tunity to look for new work. 
This phenomenon seems to 
be particularly strong among 
young men," an agency offi- 
cial said. 

The unemployment rate 
among young people be- 
tween 15 and 24 years old 
rose to 6.0 per cent from 4.8 
per cent from a year earlier. 

Labour ministry data re- 
leased earlier this' month 
showed that the number of 
people seeking to change 
their jobs during the first 
half-year period rose for the 
fust time in four years. It rose 
to 4.3 per cent, up by 0.3 per 
cent from the same period a 
year earlier. 

The official also said some 


people who bad given up 
finding work had Begun to 


finding work had Begun to 
search again. They would be 
registering as unemployed, 
contributing to the overall 
jobless rate. 

The overall unemployment 
rate for men also hit its high- 
est level since 1953, climbing 
0.2 percentage points to 3.4 
per cent from a month ear- 
lier. The unemployment rate 
for women remained un- 
changed from the previous 
month at 3.3 per cent. 

Meanwhile, Japan appears 
headed for a gradual recov- 
ery over tiie two years from 
its longest post-war slow- 
down, with business invest- 
ment leading a progressive 
acceleration of domestic de- 
mand, the OECD has said. 

The Organisation for Eco- 
nomic Cooperation and De- 
velopment (OECD) said eco- 
nomic activity stalled in the 
first half of 1995 as a result of 
the yen's rise against the dol- 
lar, and to a lesser extent, the 
Kobe earthquake. 

Because of the economy’s 
weakness, foiling asset prices 


and tiie fragility of the bank- 
ing system, the immediate 
policy priority of Japanese 
authorities in the past year 
was to avert the risk of a 
“deflation-recession spiral,” 
it said. 

The Bank of Japan's con- 
tinued easing of monetary 
policy and the government's 
new massive fiscal stimulus 
package, announced last 
September, combined with 
the reversal of the yen's 
appreciation “can be ex- 
pected to revive the eco- 
nomy,” the OECD said in its 
year-end Economic Outlook. 

Based on these develop- 
ments, implying increased 
domestic liquidity and lower 
financing costs for enterprises 
as well as an upturn in stock 
market prices, it projected 
growth of about 2.0 per cent 
next year, rising to 2.7 per 
cent in line with the OECD 
average in 1997. 

The OECD noted that the 
September package came too 
late to have much effect on 
Japan's 1995 performance, 
with barely positive growth of 
about 0.25 per cent. 

The report reiterated the 
OECD's warning earlier this 
month that Japan could face 
a renewed setback if the yen 
were to firm up significantly 
against the U.S. dollar once 
again. 

“On the other hand,” it 
said, “a continuation of the 
orderly reversal of the yen's 
(first-half) appreciation could 
significantly improve the out- 
look.” 


A scenario worked out by 
OECD economists showed 
that if the yen were allowed 
to depreciate to a rate of 115 
to the dollar, some 10 per 
cent down from the rate of 
103.7 yen on which the 
OECD projections were 
based, Japan could achieve 
2.8 per cent growth next 
year, rising to 4.2 per cent in 
1997. 


THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
by Honri Arnold and Mika Argirion 


Unscramble these tour Jumbles, 
one letter to each square, to form 
four ordinary words. 


UGOBS 


THE BETTER HALF, 


By Glasbergen 



YAHNE 


BwSi 

■Pfoee. ■ 

fi&SSH I 


Cash or 
credit? 

V 4 


CIRION 


mmm 
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WHY A SPENDTHRIFT 
ALWAYS PLOWS- HER 
BUDGET 


NAITED 


Now arrange the circled letters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested by the above cartoon. 


Answer here : ITS i 


‘To celebrate the holidays, my boss took 
us all out to lunch. Actually, he sat on a 
park bench and threw us bread crumbs.” 


Yesterday's 


(Answers tomorrow) 

Jumbles: CHEEK UNITY MANIAC JAGUAR 
Answer What the Chinese sailor considered himself 
lobe — A JUNK MAN 


HOROSCOPE 


FORECAST FOR THURSDAY, 
DECEMBER 28, 1995 


The OECD said the 
September fiscal package, 
besides helping to buoy up 
business confidence, should 
ensure a recovery of public 
investment from the end of 
this year into 1996. 

Household spending 
should in turn rise and the 
savings stabilise as consumers 
“regain confidence and over- 
come current fears about job 
prospects.” 

But the 0ECD said a sus- 
tained sharp rise in imports, 
encouraged by deregulation, 
would continue to put press- 
ure on jobs in labour- 
intensive manufacturing. 

Domestic producers “may 
capture less than two-thirds” 
of the projected overall in- 
crease in demand, keeping 
GDP growth below the up- 
trend in demand over the 
coming two years. 

The OECD consequently 
saw a jobless rate of 3.4 per 
cent next year and in 1997, up 
from this year’s 3.2 per cent 
and 2.9 per cent m 1994. 

Japan’s current account 
surplus should meanwhile de- 
cline to around S93 billion 
next year, stabilising at about 
S95 billion in 1997, from an 
estimated $112 billion this 
year and $130 billion in 1993- 
94. 

This would amount to an 
average of 2.0 per cent of 
GDP over the next two calen- 
dar years, a full point down 
from 3.1 per cent in 1993. 

The OECD said downward 
pressure on prices in Japan 
was likely to continue next 
year with inflation declining 
by a further 0.4 per cent after 
this year's 0.9 drop in prices. 
But it said consumer prices 
were set to start rising again 
by 1997, with a planned in- 
crease in the consumption tax 
rate. 

Besides the exchange rate 
factor, the OECD saw uncer- 
tainty in the period im- 
mediately ahead about the 
strength of the recovery. 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Study your goeb in the morning 
today, and you win know how to 
gain them by a more (greet 
approach, so don’t waste tune 
foolishly. 


TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Postpone that busmen affair un- 
til yon have first realised some 
personal goal which is important 
to you and then you cm proceed 
on some project. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Steer dear of that overiy talka- 
tive partner and get much accom- 
plished in the world of activity so 

you become more prosperous. 


July 21) Don't get so bogged 
down by your duties which faa 
cannot see the opportunities 
around you for greater advance- 
ment. 


LEO: (July 22 to August 21) 
Keep occupied at this time with 
business matters of importance 
and forget pleasure until tacr 
this evening for you to be nc- 
ccssful. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Maintain harmony « 
home even though tempted to 
disa gree, and then later today, 
talk over with a feDow associate 
bow to improve joint interests. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Keep rooted to your 
-career activities and gain benefit? 
instead of running around hither 
and yon. In the morning today, 
be careful in driving on the high- 
way. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) Don't commit 
yourself financially in the morn- 
ing today, and later this everting 
you know how to pah your' 
finest talents. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) Yoor ideas nury 
not be good in the morning 
today, but you can profit from 
those of loved ones the rest of 
the day and later this evening. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) A private concern 
could easily keep you from 
accomplishing much in the out- 
side world at this tune, if you 
permit it to occupy your time. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) A dose friend 
could give advice which would 
get you into difficulty, so forget H 
and work on practical amirs 
which need your attention. 
PISCES: (February 20 to March 
20) Postpone settling that upset- 
ting problem in the morning to- 
day and do whatever pleases yon 
most to get the desires winch you 
wanL 


Birthstonc of December: Tur- 


PORECAST FOR FRIDAY, DE- 
CEMBER 29, 1995 


ARIES: (March 21 to April 19) 
Do some tall thinking before you 
commence on that new course of 
action which has you excited 
about a new project in the works. 

TAURUS: (April 20 to May 20) 
Yon have to study that difficulty 
you have from a new angle if you 
are to resolve ft property and 
with great success on your pair. 

GEMINI: (May 21 to June 21) 
Remove the stumbling blocks 
from the path of your progress at 
this time and then full speed 
ahead. Tonight is fine for ro- 
mance with your mate. 

MOON CHILDREN: (June 22 to 
July 21) Do not get imo any 
disagreement in the business 
world or there can be serious 


repercussions which could very 
disastrous. 



LEO: (July 22 to August 21) Be 
more observant and will you 
know how to uncover the outlets 
best suited to you talents and 
capabilities you possess. 

VIRGO: (August 22 to Septem- 
ber 22) Keep promises made in 
the morning today, and then be 
off to more interesting enter- 
prises which are more profitable 
to you. 

LIBRA: (September 23 to Octo- 
ber 22) Don't let a dynamic 
follow associate disturb you dur- 
ing the daytime today, but later 
in the evening, your mate can be 
most sotititons. 

SCORPIO: (October 23 to 
November 21) You may feel you 
are not getting ahead at your 
career activities, but don't make 
this evident to your superior. Be 
kind with feDow associates. 

SAGITTARIUS: (November 22 
to December 21) plans for 
a mu seineuts are not working cart 
just right at this time, but later 
you can enjoy other activities 
tremendously with close friends. 

CAPRICORN: (December 22 to 
January 20) Get an early start at 
yrair career activities and accom- 
plish a great' deal, then you can 
be off to recreational activities 
with your loved ones. 

AQUARIUS: (January 21 to 
February 19) Keep your atten- 
tion focused on your home today 
and forget about shopping and 
spending money foolishly cm 
something you do not need. 

WSCES: (February 20 to Match 
2Q ) Thi s is not a good day today 
to commit yourself monetarily in 
any big matters. An expert coedd 
be stingy with important in- 
formation about some new pro- 
ject. 


Birthstonc of December: Tor- 
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Business & Finance 


IDB lends JD 4. lm in 
third quarter of ’ 95 


JORDAN TIMES, THURSDAY-FRIDAY, DECEMBER 2S-», \99S y 
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third quartt 

' By Abdul Satam Gharaibeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 
AMMAN — The Industrial 
Development Bank (IDB) 
said Sunday that it has 
m "<*i granted Jordanian businesses 
-i -.- 'a 34 loans totalling JD 4.098 


* f *A£tf* projects. The lion’s share (29 
- ^projects worth JD 3.08 mil- 
.. lion) went to the industrial 
sector. 

The statement indicated 
t-'A that some of the loans helped 
llfj. ’‘•to finance craftsmen 
businesses, medical labor- 

■ — i 
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■>.' OHCAWT2BD «WBT' 
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atories, dry clean services, 
leather tanning and jewel- 
lery. 

It said that the loans for 
touristic projects financed the 
construction of hotels and 
restaurants. 

The statement noted the 
total capital invested in these 
projects amounted to JD 10.8 
million creating 346 jobs. 

Since the beginning of 
1995, the IDB has granted a 
total of 101 loans worth JD 
14.7 million compared to 112 
loans worth JD 26.1 million 
during the same period of 
1994. 


Investors are setting up 
Mining Investments Company 


AMMAN (Petra) — A num- 
ber of major investors, com- 
panies and economists are 
currently establishing a hold- 
ing company which in turn 
will make investments in the 
mining industry of the King- 
dom, according to an 
announcement Wednesday 
by Sameh Madani, chairman 
of the company's founding 
board. 

Mr. Madani said that the 
holding company, known by 
the name of Mining Invest- 
ment Company (MIC) will be 
involved in mining the huge 
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BRAHES TRADES CLOSING PRICE 


mineral resources abounding 
in the country, according to 
the latest estimates and 
geological studies. 

The bolding company, Mr. 
Madani said, will operate on 
a commercial basis and will 
conduct feasibility studies, 
create splinter firms each spe- 
cialising in a certain field with 
the purpose of sufficing the 
needs of the local industrial 
markets and exporting the 
surplus. 

Noting that Jordan's total 
revenues from the mining in- 
dustries in Jordan reached JD 
512 million in 1994 of which 
JD 316 million came from 
exports, Mr. Madani said 
that markets in the Arab 
World and other countries in 
the regjon are very likely to 
purchase Jordanian mineral 


products. 

He said initial studies 
showed that industrial rocks 
found in Jordan could be 
easily marketed in foreign 
countries provided they have 
been treated to cater to world 
specifications and standards. 

Referring to the kinds of 
mineral ores found in the 
Kingdom in great quantities, 
Mr. Madani said that these 
are normally used in the 
manufacture of glass, cera- 
mics, plastics and artificial 
rubber as well as components 
in the manufacture of paints 
and detergents and the treat- 
ment of waste water. They 
are also used in the produc- 
tion of fertilisers, pesticides, 
and in agricultural and en- 
gineering fields. 

Noting Jordan’s import- 


ance in the mining industries, 
Mr. Madani said that Jordan 
comes second to Morocco in 
this field and continues to 
produce cement, and potash 
which are used in the fertilis- 
ers industry. 

He said that the holding 
company has based its deci- 
sion in embarking on these 
investments after scrutinising 
reports provided by the Natu- 
ral Resources Authority 
which had conducted labora- 
tory tests and conducted 
geological surveys in diffe- 
rent areas of Jordan on artifi- 
cial rocks and minerals. 

He added that the MIC will 
be a public shareholding 
company backed and encour- 
aged by the Jordanian gov- 
ernment. 
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U.S. telecom reform seen 
triggering merger frenzy 


NEW YORK (R) — Tele- 
communications companies 
are circling each other, wait- 
ing for new legislation to 
unleash what could be the 
biggest merger and deal- 
making frenzy ever seen in 
the $100 billion industry. 

Industry executives say 
companies are hungry to ex- 
pand, but they are also fear- 
nil of being taken over. Re- 
gional Bells, eyeing a long 
distance market previously 
denied to them under U.S. 
antitrust rules, are likely to 
be most aggressive. 

“I think you will see a lot 
of people combining very 


quickly once legislation pas- 
ses," said one industry 
source. 

Each company wants to 
offer a full set of services to 
their customers, from wire- 
less communications to cable 
TV and everything else in 
between. 

The Baby Bells were long- 
limited in their ambitions 
since the rules governing the 
1984 break-up of the old Bell 
system prevented them from 
entering the long distance 
market and kept ATT Corp. 
out of local calling as well. 

That could all change with 
reform. Five years after leg- 


LONDON EXCHANGE RATES 

LONDON (R) — Following are the buying and selling 
rates for leading world currencies and gold against the 
dollar on the London foreign exchange and bullion markets 
Wednesday. 


One U.S. dollar 


1.3616/26 

1.4316/26 

1.6028/38 

1.1540/50 

29.39/43 

4.9065/15 

1585.1/6.6 

102.43/ST 

6.6230/30 

6.3160/10 

5.5410/10 

1.4145/55 

0.7429/34 

7.7335/45 


One sterling $1.5528/38 
One ounce of gold S387.40/387.70 


Canadian dollar 
Deutschemarks 
Dutch guilders 
Swiss francs 
Belgian francs 
French francs 
Italian lire 
Japanese - yen' 
Swedish crowns ' 
Norwegian crowns 
Danish crowns 
Singapore dollars 
Australian dollars 
Hong Kong dollars 


islation unifies the markets, 
few will remember the differ- 
ence between local and long 
distance telephone com- 
panies, executives predict. 

NYNEX Corp, and Bell 
Atlantic Corp., long 
rumoured candidates for fu- 
sion, already hunt as a pair. 
They co-own a fast-growing 
mobile phone venture, and 
with another Bell, Pacific 
Telesis Group, share control 
of an interactive television 
venture called Teletv. 

The two companies de- 
clined to comment on a Wall 
Street Journal report that 
they were considering a foil 
merger, but acknowledge the 
logic in such stories. 

“We have contiguous re- 
gions, and there are natural 
synergies, but it’s a big leap 
after that saying which way 
things will go," said an execu- 
tive at one of the two Bells. 

Nobody expects any deals 
to be signed before the re- 
form legislation, currently 
being finalised by joint sub- 
committees in Congress, is 
passed into law. That is ex- 
pected by March 1996. 

Analysts say that while 
there is nothing to rule out 
regional Bells merging before 
then, every -dot -and comma 
df She bill could change the 
valuations of businesses in- 
volved. 

Bell Atlantic’s planned $30 
billion merger with cable TV 
firm Telecommunications 
INC. in 1993 was torpedoed 
by valuation uncertainties in 
part caused by regulation of 
the cable TV industry. 
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JEWELLERS 




Furnished Apartment 
For Rent 

'In Um Utharna, 3 
bedrooms, 3 bathrooms,, 
ground floor, telephone. 
Other apartments andi 
villas 1 

Fumished/unfumished for • 
rent or sale 

Abdoun Real Estate 

TBL-.810S05, 810609, 810520 


Gems of the world . All birthstones in 18 & 21 K gold . Unique designs 


Amra Hotel Shops 
6th circle, Amman . 



4 c.n a .jS.i ;tt) 
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863944 - 816690 



816690 

At Ttrrrno 



FX>R RENT 


Deluxe Villas 
8iAppartment$ 
in Amman 


for father details please call 

Tel. 864230 
Fax. 864231 



DOLLAR 


RENTA CAR 


Make Car 
Rental Simple 

ShmeSani 
Tel- 693399 




(MEW YEAR 

CAIRO 

illF v \ o 


MteswqrfKmltaUi 

Sh*M*nb_Stn* 

Un Ut&rwh Co mnerc H t Cum 

T8U M1174 
ImW MMgs&jiDMd 


"Teppanyaki 

Sashimi 

Sushi 


For Res 312997 - S141 13 
Mcccri Si Dnoud Cenlnr 



Amman (Abdali) 685195 

[famnewi] E2Z151 zw^uzsim 
I rtaad 277G07 R^6«374»1 




ImXc l&t 


Restaurant 



Lunch & Dinner 


SHMESANI TEL 680063 


One and Two Bedrooms 
Reasonable Rates For 
Short or Long Stay 


5tl^irc)^^92672 

MAURICE AKKAWf 
& SONS 

■'Francesco 

smalto 

; Men's Wyur 


Louis Fcraucl 

Ladles Wear 


Amra UuUl (umrruTcial l riikr 

id. 864721. 



together at 

JUDE CENTER 

★ GIFTS 

★ HOME ACCESSORIES 

★ FURNITURE 


"S ; vv-;fieH - Behind Cairo Bant 



french JfcCviswe 


Abdoun- Tel: 819564 
Mobil Phone - (079) 29339 





RENT A CAR 


b»rd er: 


Main office 

King Abdullah Gardens 

Tel. 699420 



iNfM; 


Head Office 

Tel. 06-684771 / Fax 684973 
Aqaba Office 
Tel. 03-316265 /Fax 316265 
Emergency Call 24 Hours 
079/21526 

Shmlsani Kina AbduSati Gardens 
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A review ol news from the Arabic press 


Deputies Hail to obtain promises from 
minister on salary increases 

'k'fr THE FINANCIAL Committee of the Lower House 
has insisted on fixing a date for awarding salary increases to* 
civil servants and military personnel but could not obtain a 
dear-cut promise on this matter from the minister of 
finance. The committee did not succeed to take a pledge 
from the minister on raising the amount of the salary 
increase from JD 10 to JD 20 and on advancing the date for 
its payment from May 1996 to the beginning of next year. 
The committee, which has completed its draft report on the 
1996 budget, pointed out that salary increases given in 
recent years to dvil servants and military personnel did not 
improve their living standards and were not enough to 
counter rises in prices. 

Among several proposals put before the committee to 
protect employees from high prices was linking salary , 
increases with the cost of living index whereby if prices rise 
by five per cent, the salary increase would be five per cent 
and so on. Another proposal was to find a mechanism to 
control prices and, as such, it would be more beneficial 
than giving direct salary increases. Finally, the committee 
Criticised the bloated administration at government institu- 
tions and the reflection of that in terms of ineffidency (AI 
Dustour). 

World Bank agrees to finance study on 
setting up agricultural marketing 
company 

'frir THE WORLD Bank has agreed to finance a study to 
establish a company for marketing fresh vegetables and 
fruits. The financing would be in the form of a grant. 
According to an official at the Ministry of Planning, the 
idea for setting up such a company emerged to support the 
fanner and to try to overcome marketing bottlenecks which 
happen sometimes and result in financial losses to the 
former . The company, be explained, would look for new 
international markets in eastern and western Europe to 
supply them with agricultural products. The export proce- i 
durcs would depend on quality, good grading and packag- 
ing, to be able to compete in these markets, the offidal 
said. He added that once the company is set up, it will 
posable to sign contracts with formers in advance to deliver 
theirproduce at prices that would put an end to their losses 
(Ai Dustour). 

Society wants additional water 
consumption without higher charges 

** THE NATIONAL Sodety for Consumer Protection 
has demanded that the category not to be affected by the I 
higher water charges be widened to indude all those ' 
households consuming up to 75 cubic metres instead of 40 
cmbic metres per quarter. In a letter to the prime minister 
the soicety said water consumption in Jordan was among 
the lowest in the world and an amount of 40 cubic metres 
|>er quarter was not enough and meant unhygienic condi- 
tionsL The letter said that after studies, the sodety found 
out that 75 cubic metres were the minimum amount needed 
to attain the minimum hygiene level. The minister of water 
™ said recently that 330.000 subscribers out of 

500,000 subscribers, would not be affected by higher-water 
charges as they consume less than 40 cubic metres every 
quarter (AI Ra’i). 3 
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Mother nature robs Tomba 


PARIS (AFP) — Snow, or 
rather the lack of it, turned 
tiie 1995 World Cup ski sea- 
son into a lottery and robbed 
Alberto Tomba of the one 
title that has so far escaped 
him — a world cham- 
pionship. 

'Mother nature's decision 
to let the sun shine and delay 
the snow meant the first 11 
resorts in Europe listed to 
host events were unable to 
keep their schedules. 

'Things did not get much 
better and for the first time in 
years the world cham- 
pionships in Sierre Nevada in 
Spain bad to be called off and 
rescheduled for January. 

1996. 

The one good result of the 
cancellation was that Tomba. 
.vho is determined to win a 
world championsbip before 
he retires, announced he 
would run again in the 1996 
season to fulfill his final 
ambition. 

Good news for skiing if not 
for the rest of the men in the 
slalom events. 

The burly Tomba is so far 
ahead of the rest of the field 
that only an injury could slow 
him up enough to give any- 
one a chance to catch him. 

The 1995 season saw him 
take everything in sight and 
with it his first ever overall 
World Cup title. 

For the women, Switzer- 
land's Vreni Schneider 
showed she had lost none of 
her competitiveness by win- 
ning her third overall title. 

But it was the 24-year-old 
Picabo Street who won the 
headlines and the glory by 
winning five straight dow- 
nhills. It was a stunning per- 
formance in an event that 
Tomba will not even risk. 

But if Street was unbeat- 
able, her male teammate AJ 
Kitt was going through a sea- 
son. and a career, that had all 
the hallmarks of being 
scripted for a series of ‘Outer 
Limits.' 

Kitt collected his first dow- 
nhill at Val d’Isere in 1991 
but since then bad luck and 
political infighting has stalled 
the 27-year-old's efforts to 
repeat his winning perform- 
ance. 

■ Twice in 1992 Kitt was 
reading when bad weather 
forced the races to be cancel- 
led half-way through. 

. In 1995 disaster struck 
again when Kitt led in Aspen 



S% * »' 

:• . ':{ . 

* . ' v 



Italian Alberto Tomba jubilates on finish line after winning 
the men’s slalom World Cup In Madonna di Campiglio earlier 
this year (Renters photo) 


only for the race to be halted 
after 31 of the 68 races had 
completed the course. 

Despite the decision the 
race jury decided to give Kitt 
the victory bnt both the 
French and Canadian teams 
promptly lodged a protest — 
the French because they 
wanted to help Luc Alphand 
take the downhill title. 

The International Ski Fed- 
eration - (FIS) folded and 
stripped Kitt of his win. 


early by knee injuries. 

In a bid to make skiing 
■more appealing to television 
audiences the FIS decided to 
change the rules for the 1995- 
96 season and run the top 30 
in the slalom events in re- 
verse order rather than the 
top 15 as previously. 

The race jury, however, 
could go back to the old 
format if the piste was not up 
to it. 

Option or not, Tomba was 


SKIING REVIEW 


Alphand, who had never 
managed a World Cup dow- 
nhill win, made the most of 
the American's misfortune by 
doing the double at Kitz- 
bufael. Victory at Bormio 
gave the likeable 30-year-old 
the title. 

The poor weather and the 
political infighting had one 
World Cup official describing 
the season as disastrous. 

Austria's Anita Wachter 
and American Tommy Roe 
would be the first to agree. 
Their seasons were ended 
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unimpressed and boycotted 
the first race of the new 
season. 

The 29-year-old calmed 
down enough to let his skis 
do the talking and by Christ- 
mas was leading the slalom 
table. ; 

Wachter had also made a 
full recovery and prepared 
for the New Year by moving 
to second place in the overall 
standings. 

Even Mother Nature had 
got her act together and 1995 
was just a bad memory. 


Qadissieh score important 
win as 15th week kicks off 


By a Jordan Times 

Staff Reporter 

AMMAN — While the 
15th week of the Premier 
League competition does 
not include any interesting 
matches, the results may 
prove to be very crucial to 
most teams as the struggle 
has begun on all fronts of 
the competition. 

While four teams vie for 
the title and are playing for 
the win, the last five are in 
another fight to avoid the 
relegation-threatened last 
four. 


&3ih vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
* K Q 2 
T 9 8 7 3 
v A 5 2 
• *1052 


A1 Qadissieh Wednesday 
beat Sahab 2-0 in the open- 
ing match of the 15th week 
to move up three places to 
third. 

Al Ahli, languishing in 
9th place Thursday take on 
fourth place AJ Hussein, 
while al Baqaa, who are 
out of the last four for now, 
face Al Jazireh. 


In one of three matches 
scheduled for Friday, title- 
holders Al Wihdat take on 
bottom-of-the-table Al 
Russeifa who are yet to 
score a win, or draw. 

In other matches, current 
leaders Al Ramtha meet 
11th placed Al Jalfl while 
former champs Al Faisali 
play Kufrsouxn. 


Schedule of 15th week 


WEST 
A A J 
T J 104 
•: K Q 10 9 
*K J76 


EAST 
*96 
"A 65 
J B 4 

* Q 9 8 4 .1 


SOUTH 

* 1087543 
n KQ2 

7 6 3 
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The bidding. 

NORTH EA&T SOUTH WEST 
Larry Partner 

Posh Pass 1* Uhl 

2* 3* Poms Pin* 

Puss 

Opening lijjJ Five .if * 

Lust, year we waved lyrical about 
Lorry Cohen < “To tti.i or A '.it t.i 
Bid The Lilli o; Tutu! Truku". it 
has made a profound impact on 


Ahti-Hussetn ............... 

Jazireh-Baqaa ............. 

Wihdaf-Russeifa 

Ramtha-JaHl ............... 

Faisali-Kiifrsoum .......... 


GOREN BRIDGE 


WITH OMAH SHARIF 
A T ANN AH HIRSCH 

MORE TOTAL TRICKS 

onnpvtiliti. 1 auctions. Mure ihnn a 
quarter of u century ago. a French 
theoroliciun. -Jeon- Rene Verne*, 
realised that there wai a correla- 
tion between the number of* trumps. 
j purtnei>hip held and the number 
of Lnck£ thni could be taken in the 
pluv He formulated the Law: The 
tuuii number of tricks available on 
any deni is approximately equal U> 
the total number of trumps boll! 
sideB have in their combined 
longest suits. 

The Low was iurgely ignored 
until Marty Bergen began investi- 
gating it, und then introduced it Lo 
hi* partner, lairry Cohen. It helped 
them become one of the premier 
pairs in the United Stales. 

Now there’s a second book. “Fol- 
lowing the Law: The Total Tricks 
Sequel’, by the same author, i Avail- 
able from Natco Press. S 12.95 plus 
'S3 postage and handling, 181 
Longhill Road., 1-6, Little Falls. 


.. Hum. 28/12 
..Thors. 28/12 

Fri. 29/12 

Fri. 29/12 

— Fri. 29/12 


N.J. 07424.1 it expands on themes 
introduced in the original work as 
well as breaking fresh ground. We 
consider it a must for any serious 
bridge library. Consider the above 
hand. 

After o spade lead, declarer won 
and knocked out the trump ace. A 
spade to the king was the entry for 
a heart shift, taken by the queen. 
SouLh couldn't continue hearts prof- 
itably and. when the ace of dia- 
monds was knocked out East had a 
parking place for a heart, and lost 
only a trick in eoch suit. However. 
North-South can make nine tricks 
in spades. 

Where did the Low go wrong? 
Nowhere. As North. Larry could 
account for no more than eight 
spades in the North-South hands 
and East-West might well have 
only nn eight-card fit To bid on 
ricked gening doubled for a disas- 
trous -200 It was his partner who. 
knew nbuul the nine i-pades in the 
combined hands and. despite a dcud 
minimum opening bid. should have 
competed with three spades 


Jfet 3d announces the arriv-d of its 
nea/ (writer co/Iedton, 

C-osud mar, eiwiiny mar and )6nas qtfts... 


Bellmare 
win Asian 
Cup 

Winners 

Cup 

YOKOHAMA (AFP) — A 
late goal by Hidetosbi Nakata 
gave Japan's Bellmare Hirat- 
suka a 2-1 win over Talaba of 
Iraq in the final of the Asian 
Gap Winners here Wednes- , 
day. 

Bellmare won the cup for 
the first time, but it kept a 
Japanese stanglehold on the 
title. Yokohama Marinos 
have won it twice and Yoko- 
hama Flngels, who were 
beaten in Monday’s semi- 
final, won last year. 

Bnt Bellmare had to fight 
hard on a cold and windy 
night at the Mitsuzawa sta- 
dium against the fast moving 
Inugi visitors. 

Emerson, the brilliant 
Brazilian who scored all four 
goals in the 4-3 defeat of the 
Flngels on Monday, narrowly 
missed with a close range 
shot in the 21st minute. 

Bnt Bellmare defender 
Akira Narahashi shot his side 
ahead six minutes later after 
being set free in the area by a 
Bentmho pass. 

Talaba, five-time winners 
of the Iraqi Cup, made a 
sensational start to the 
second half when Ali Al 
Senaiyn broke through and 
passed to Sabah Khalaf , who 
fired an equalizer in the 51st 
minute. 

Emerson repeatedly mis- 
sed chances to put Bellmare 
ahead gain. He nit the post in 
the 62nd minute and sent 
another shot over the bar in 
the 73rd. 

But Nakata secured the 
Cup with an 81st minute win- 
ner. 

He took a pass from substi- 
tute Yasuharu Sorimachi, 
quickly turned and beat 
Rahim Hussein and then shot 
jrast Talaba goalkeeper Omar 


Media moguls open the floodgates 


PARIS (AFP) — A spate of multi-million dollar deals in 
1995 raises the threat of sport drowning in a lake of 
television dollars. 

The tube is rapidly becoming so important in modem day 
financing that sports are finding it more and more difficult 
to retain their independence. 

By the end of the century television viewers may have as 
many as 150 channels to flick through and the media 
moguls are fighting to get their hands on as many sports as 
possible to show them. 

Jack Welch, chairman of U.S. conglomerate General 
Electric whose TV network NBC will have spent $4,728 
billion on the Olympics by 2008, is believed to have 
i intervened personally to ensure NBC maintained its 
baseball coverage. 

Rupert Murdoch's News Corporation, owners of Fox 
Network, had shaken the established broadcasters when it 
agreed to share its sports interests with the cable group 
Tele-Communications. 

Their move into major league baseball forced NBC and 
the ESPN sports network, now owned by Walt Disney, to 
reverse decisions to halt baseball coverage. 

The scramble for rights left each of the 24 dubs better off 
■to the tune of $12 million annually. 

GEC, which is setting up a joint venture with Microsoft 
to produce a 24-hour news channel for the multimedia age, 
needs as much input as possible. 

So NBC signed a $2.3 billion deal for U.S. broadcasting 
rights for the Summer Games of 2004 and 2008 and Winter 
Games of 2006 shortly after agreeing to pay $715 million 
for the 2000 Sydney Games and $555 million for the 2002 
Salt Lake City Winter Games. 

The Sydney and Salt Lake City package was agreed five 
days after the International Olympic Committee turned 
down Fox chairman chase Carey's $701 million bid for 
Sydney. 

Francois Canard , the IOC director general, said the 
approach to IOC Television Committee President Richard 
Pound on July 30 in Montreal was not considered a formal 
bid. 

Alex Gilady. involved in the NBC negotiations, said: 
“Why would the IOC say yes to $701 million when Fox is 
the new kid on the block? I don't think the Fox bid was 
relevant.” 

Fox has bid $240 million for the European rights to the 
Sydney Olympics but are likely to find themselves rejected 
again as their Sky network in Britain needs a satellite dish 
— severely limiting the number of people who could watch 
the Games. 

Fox had moved into the big time by snatching up the 
National Football Conference rights from CBS. 

And Murdoch’s $550 million purchase of TV rights for 
matches between the best teams in rugby union — South 
Africa, New Zealand and Australia — in May forced that 
sport to shed its amateur status. 

Gilady, NBC sports vice-president since 1981, has been 
on the IOC Radio and TV Commission since 1985. He was 
made Israel’s IOC member in 1994. 

No one from the IOC went back to Fox or even asked 
CBS, which spent $918 million for U.S. rights to the 1992, 
1994 and 1998 Winter Games, if it wanted to consider 
bidding. 

The IOC has been working with NBC from the 1988 
Games in Seoul for which the firm paid $402 million. 


NBC paid $401 million for the Barcelona Games in 1992 
and $456 million for next year's Atlanta Olympics. 

However, future Olvmpic hosts cannot expect a windfall. 
The IOC. which will spend 44.8 million Swiss francs 
($38.1 million) on its own running costs in 1996, decided in 
Japan earlier in December to pass on only 49 per cent to 
organisers, down from the 60 per cent, from 2004. 

The fight for the $207 million the new arrangement will 
free has already started. 

National Olympic Committees (NOC), who have to raise 
funds through taxpayers or sponsorship to send teams to 
the Olympics, say they deserve more than international 
federations whose main task is to run the competitions. 

“European NOCs spent S"5 million sending teams to 
Barcelona and S40 million to Albertville in 1992,” Jacques 
Rogge, President of the European Committees Associa- 
tion. said. , „ . • 

International Amateur Athletic Federation President 

Prime Nebiolo might nor agree with that. 

Nebiolo was believed to have ganged up with Joso 
Havelange, Congo's Jean-Gaude Ganga and Mexico’s 
Mario Vazquez-Rana to keep Juan-Antonio Samaranch as 
IOC president for another five years. 

Havelange has a battle of his own to hang onto powers* 
president of the international football federation (FIFA). 
Ganga is the man who organised the 1976 Olympic boycott 
■and Vazquez-Rana is president of the Association of 
National Olvmpic Committees. 

The IOC ’members raised their retirement age to 80 at 
their annual meeting in Budapest in June. 

The change means the 75-year-old Samaranch, due to 
retire in 1997, can stand again for a fourth term. Samaranch 
had earlier failed by rwo votes to remove the age limit 
altogether. 

He said he would take a final decision at the end of 1996, 
which would give potential rivals only six months to mount 
a campaign. Samaranch had two years to run his campaign 
after Lord Killanin decided to stand down in 1978. 

Motor raring is perhaps the most glamorous sport but it 
is the onlv one which refuses to disclose prize money. 

Bemie Ecclestone, who pulls the strings in Formula One 
raring, denies he had anything to do with world champion 
Michael Schumacher’s S27 million move from Benetton to 
Ferrari. 

But Ecclestone, president of the Formula One Construc- 
tors' Association since 1975, told the L'Equipe sports 
newspaper recently: 

“Ferrari is Formula One. We could lose McLaren, 
Williams or Benetton and it wouldn't change much. But 
Formula One cannot do without Ferrari. If the ‘Scuderia* 
wins it’s good for everybody." 

The French motoring magazine Sport Auto this month 
estimated Ferrari's racing budget at S130 million. 

McLaren were next on $90 million, followed by Williams 
on $80 million and Benetton on $70 million. 

Behind every sport, it seems, there is someone waiting to 
make a deal, and the newest sport on the Olympics 
illustrates the point. 

The winter sports industry’, which recognises that snow 
surfers may be their best chance for growth in coming 
decades, can thank Japanese businessman Yoshiaki Tsutsu- 
mi for mounting the campaign that got the sport onto the. 
1998 Olympics. 
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Pacers 
halt Bulls 
winning 

streak 


INDIANAPOLIS (AP) — 
The Chicago Bulls came up 
one victory short of the 
longest winning streak in 
franchise history, losing to 
Indiana 103-97 Tuesday night 
for their first defeat in 14 
games. 

The Pacers, who stretched 
their home winning streak in 
seven games, held off a Chi- 
cago charge in the fourth 
quarter when Scottie Pippen 
scored 15 of his 26 points. 

The Bulls, who fell behind 
by as many as 24 in the first 
half, cut their deficit to 97-94 
on a driving layup by Pippen. 
Mark Jackson responded 
with a 3-pointer to give Indi- 
ana a 100-94 edge with 34.8 
seconds remaining, and the 
Bulls never drew closer than 
five points again. 

Rik Smits led the Pacers 
with 26 points. Reggie Miller 
scored 20 and Jackson 
finished with 13 points and 10 
assists. 

Michael Jordan matched 
his average of 30 points but 
shot just ll-of-28 from the 
field. 

Rockets 100, Grizzlies 84: In 
Houston, Hakeem Olajuwon 
scored 18 points as Houston 
ended a two-game losing skid 
with a victory over Vancouv- 
er. 

Mario Elie, starting in 
place of injured guard Clyde 
Drexler, added 16 points for 
Houston, which appeared on 
its way to a rout early in the 
game but failed to put Van- 
couver away until the final 
two mintues. 

Eric Murdock led the ex- 
pansion Grizzlies with 16 
points, while Bryant Reeves 
added 12 points and 16 re- 
bounds. 

Byron Scott’s layup with 
about seven minutes remain- 
ing made it 72-69 before con- 
secutive baskets by the Rock- 
ets’ Sam Cassell and Mark 
Bryant and Eldridge Recas- 
ner’s 3-pointer snuffed out 
the Grizzlies' final threat. 

Heat 96, Nets 93: In Miami, 
Hilly Owens, in his first night 
back after missing 10 games 
with a shoulder bruise, 
scored a career-high 31 points 
to lead Miami over New 



New York Knkks guard Derek Harper (11) goes to the 
basket against Oriando Magic cater Jon Koncak (45) 
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Jersey. 

Miami won for only the 
second time in nine games,, 
both victories coming against 
the Nets. The victory kept 
Miami from falling ,fC 0 f.„ 
the first time under first-year 
coach Pat Riley. 

Armon Gilliam scored a 
season-high 29 to lead New 
Jersey, which lost for the 
sixth time in seven outings. 
The Nets, down 88-73 with 


six minutes to play, scored 12 
unanswered points to out the 
deficit to 88-85 with 1:35 to 
play. 

Chns Childs made two 3- 
pointers in the final 20 
seconds to pull the Nets to 
94-93, but uwens made two 
free throws with 3.4 seconds 
to play for the final margin. 
Childs had a last-second 3- 
point attempt blocked by 
Bimbo Coles. 


Toronto 

Miami 

Atlanta 

Detroit 

TmWaym 

Houston 

Denver 

Utah 

I~A. Lakers 
Sacramento 


RESULTS 

93 Milwaukee 
96 New Jersey 

94 L-A. Clippers 
100 Golden State 
103 Chicago 

100 Vancouver 
114 Dallas 
114 Portland 
102 Boston 
US San Antonio 
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Sports 


Prince Hassan inaugurates squash centre 



By a Jordan Times 


AMMAN — His Royal 
Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan Wednesday opened 
the Kingdom's newest 
sports facility, the A1 Has- 
san Squash Centre at AI. 
Hussein Youth City. 

The Crown Prince con- 
gratulated squash fans in 
particular and ' the King- 
dorp’s sports enthusiasts in 
general on die opening of 
die new centre. 

Considered to be one of 
the most highly sophisti- 
cated squash arenas of the 
region, Jordan’s newest, 
sports facility offers six ■ 
courts including two centre 
courts sealing 700 and 200' 
spectators respectively. 

The centre added a vital ’ 
sports facility to A1 Hussein 
Youth City which indudes ’ 
the capital's only interna- 
tional soccer stadium as 
well as the Sports Palace 
court which hosts vol- 
leyball. basketball, hand- 
ball and other competi- 
tions. 

The Hassan Squash Cen- 
tre wiD soon befaosting the 
8th Asian- Squash Cham- 
pionship which opens in 
Amm an Jan. 8. 

Thirteen Asian nations 
will be converging on Am- 
man starting Jan. 6 to take 
part in the competition. 



Hb Royal IBghim Crown Prince Itora n 
sports fadBty — Ai Hassan Squash Centro 


Wednesday opens the 


’s newest 


The teams represent 
Bahrain, Hong Kong, In- 
dia, South Korea, Kuwait, 
Lebanon, Malaysia, Pakis- 
tan, Palestine, Sri Lanka, 
- Singapore, Taiwan and Jor- 
dan. 

Prince Hassan under- 
lined the significance of 
hosting such a regional 
championship, a fact that 
displayed Jordan’s unique- 


ness. 

The Crown Prince also 
stressed die im port an ce of 
n p pnm g squash courts in 
the Kingdom's different 
go ve rnorates. - - 

- Minister of Youth A wad 
KUeifat also expressed his 
pride in opening die centre 
and Jordan’s hosting of die 
Asian Championship. 

“Prince Hassan has al- 


ways supported Jordanian 
youth and sports and we 
only hope our players will 
give the best they nave and 
accomplish good results,” 
the minis ter said. 

During the 10-day long 
championship, the general 
assembly of the Asian 
Squash Federation will 
hold its meeting in Am- 
man. 


Wffl 20-year Sydney- Hobart race record 
fall? The weatherman offers no hope 


SYDNEY (APT — Twenty 
years ago, the lead yacht in 
theannuaT Syduey-to-Hobart 
ocean race caught freakishly 
strong tail winib and let its 
spinnaker sail biSow out like 
a parachute, towing it full 
speed ahead. 

The prolonged spnrnikw 
run left American s k i pper 
Jim KOroy wind-surf to the 
finish line in Tasmama in 2 
days -14 boin9n36-minates 56 
seconds in the U.S. maxi- 
yacht Kudaa III, a record 
that still stands two decades 
later. . - 

Most sports speed records 
in sports are broken within 
weeks, or at die next animal 
race, but the Kialoa’s record 
dash over 1,268 kilometres 
(630 nautical mflea) in die 
world's mightiest deep-water 
yacht race has endured. 

This year, however, 
another American yacht built 
with the latest cutting-edge 
technology hopes to take line 
honours and break the re- 
oord, even if wind conditions 
are more fickle. 

Sayonara, a maxi-yacht out 


of San Francisco owned by 
Oracle co mp utei c o mpa n y 
chief executive Larry Euuon 
and skippered by Geoff 
Stagg, is a 6/4 fa v o uri te to 
win the 51st n aming of the 
race, bookies say. 

“We aim to be therein 214 
days,” said Bffly Ertelens, 
Sayonara’s Mtflmp master. 

But meteorologist Ken 
Batt on Sunday sahfeompeti- 
ton will have their wore cot 
ant again this year and should 
- expect sea breezesin the first 
few days rather than favour- 
able tafl winds from the 
north. 

Race sponsor Telstra will 
pay a bonus of $187,500 
(250,000 Australian dollars) 
if the winning yacht sets a 
record. 

Launched only last April, 
the 23.8 metres Sayonara has 
already built credibility by 
breaking the 15-year-old 
Oatiand-to-Catsdina race re- 
cord in its debut. 

A bumble deck hand on 
the Sayonara has attracted as 
much attention as the boat 
itself: News Coro, media 
magnate Rupert Murdoch, a 


friend of Edison, who sailed 
Ms own wooden ketch Dina 
four times in foe nice in the 
1960s. Murdoch quipped that 
Ms role on the Sayonara is 
“ballast.” 

No n autical dilettante, 
Murdoch brought the Dina 
into Hobart fa r second place 
in 1964. 

Murdoch “blooded” the 
Sayonara last Thursday dur- 
ing a tune-up race on the 
h ar bour; after the. .race, he 
reached up to grab onto a 
fine, and me rope puDed Ms 
hand into a pulley, gashing 
Ms right index finger. 

After some minor surgery 
to mend the wound, the 64- 
year-old Murdoch told repor- 
ters he still intended to sail on 
Tuesday: 

Aussie partisans are hop- 
ing the aown-under maxi- 
yacht BrindabeOa wifi edge 
out the Sayonara. Last year, 
the 22.9-metre (75^-foot) 
Brindabella battled neck- 
and-neck all the way with the 


yacht Tasmania, finishing 
second by only 7 minutes. • 
Fudge, the largest ocean 
racing yacht in the world at 
25.8 metres (85 feet), is draw- 
ing 8/1 odds, with its age 
being a gai nst it It was origi- 
nally bout in 1990 as Matador 
2 for America’s Cup winner 
BOl Koch, and now is owned 
by Aussie Anton Starting. 


Lost Indian Passport 
I, Arjansingh Dalipsimgh, 
of Indian nationality, 
declare hereby that I have 
lost my passport 
No. Y 514473 which was 
issued in Amman on Dec. 
29, 1 992, together with a 
residency permit issued 
by the Ministry of Interior 
the Aliens and Borders 
Department of the Public 
Security Department. If 
found please hand over to 
the Embassy of India or 
(he nearest police station 
Thanks 


Giants cancel 
season tickets 


EAST RUTHERFORD (R) 
— The New York giants said " 
on Tuesday they have cand- 
ied season tickets Mild by 
about 75 fans whose stadium 
seats were used by fans who 
threw icy snowballs in a game 
on Saturday between the 
giants and the San Diego 
Chargers. 

Chargers’ equipment man- 
ager Sia Brooks was knocked 
unconscious when he was hit 
oH the side of .the head by 
icy snowball. 

After Brooks was hit, re- 
feree ron* bium warned fans 
that the game would be for-, 
feited if the snowball — 
throwing continued. Brooks 
has since recovered. 

Fonrtcen people were 
arrested and nearly 200 were 
ejected as fans at Giants Sta- 
dium pelted the field with 
snowballs in New York’s 27- 
17 loss to tiie Chargers. Fif- 
teen people were treated for 
injuries. 

Robert, Mulcahy, the head , 
of the New. Jersey Sports and 
exposition authority, which' 
runs Giants’ stadium, pro- 
vided a list of approximately 
75 ticket locations of those 
who were ejected from the 
game and a SI, 000 reward to 
the first person who can iden- 
tify a fan who was photo- 
graphed throwing a snowball. 


“People pay good money 
to come to Giants stadium to 
enjoy a football- game,” said 
Giants’ president Wdfingtoa 
Mara. 

“They do not pay to sub- 
ject themselves to possbfie 
physical harm or verbal 
abuse.” 

Stadium officials shoveled 
the snow out of tire aisles in 
between the seats, giving the 
fans the opportunity to throw 
the snowballs. 

Cardinals (fare head coach 

. In Phoenix, Arizona, 
Brash Buddy Ryan, who 
compiled a 12>20 record in 
two years as head coach of 
tiie Arizona Cardinals, was 
fired on Tuesday as their 
coach. 

The Cardinals finished 4-12 
this season after being 
routed, 37-13, by tiie Dallas 
Cowboys Monday night in - 
their season finale, ft. was. 
Arizona’s fourth consecutive 


. It took just two_seasons for 
the outspoken and controver- 
sial ryan to wear out Ms 
welcome in Phoenix. The 61- 
fyear-old ryan had promised 
a winning team and a Super 
Bowl when be was named 
head coach of the Cardinals 
in 1994. 
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As time goes by - 
1995 is Over 

Turn To Better 77mes ... Turn To Turino I 



Air ticket (Amman - Larnaca - Amman) rendered 

' ‘ 

. by: Cyprus Airways - , ^nways 

Reservation ( Limited Capacity } 863944 - 816690 - SweJfiyeh 


JORDAN TIMES. THCRSDAY-FRIDAY- DECEMBER t995 


Casartelli death mars cycling year 


PARIS (AP) — Although 
Miguel Indurafaj won the 
Tour de France for a record 
fifth straight year, the 
death of Italian cyclist 
Fabio Casartelli on a 
mountain descent cast a. 
shadow over the sport in 
1995. 

Casartelli died from fatal 
head injuries after he 
crashed during a high- 
speed descent on a moun- 
tain pass in the Pyrenees 
July 18, becoming the third 
rider killed in the history of 
tiie Tour de France. 

Casartelli’s death re- 
newed debate on manda- 
tory wearing of helmets, 
but the issue was not re- 
solved as many riders con- 
tinued to go without them. 

Still, tire image of Casar- 
telli lying on Ms right ride 
in a fetal position, blood 
pouring from his head, was 
a longer-lasting image than 
Indurain riding down tire 
Champs EJysees in the Yel- 
low Jersey for the fifth con- 
secutive time. 

Although Belgian Eddy 
Merckx, Frenchmen Jac- 
ques Anqnetii and Bernard ~ 
Hinault have also won five 
tours, Indurain was the first, 
who did it in consecutive 
years, a remarkable con- 
sistency in a sport where 
falls, illness or split-second 
decisions are costly. 

Indurain’s winning mar- 
gin this year was 4 minutes, 
35 seconds over Swiss Alex 
ZuHe, smaller than the year 
before. Still, there was tit- 
tle doubt Indurain was the. 
dominant rider from tire 
/ stait. Zulle was the fifth 



A French doctor rives Brat aid to ItaSaa FaMo France. The eyefist later died in hospital (AFP 
CnartdB after be rated Jaty 18 in tbe pfreto) 
dawnUB part of foe 15th stage of the Tour de 

different runner-up in the year wifi be thinking of bow American Lance Ann- 

tour M"ivi i ndura i n . to stop iwn from winning strong, who won an emo- 

Tndnrain infer woo- -the - - bis- sixth -tour. ■ it- will be tkmal stage after Casaitel- 
fautividnal trial at tiie . d iffi cult to find a chaBen- U*s death, may be a force in 


different nmner-up in the 
tour behind Indurain.. 

Indurain later won-.the 
individual time trial at foe 
World Cycling Cham- 
pionships in Bogota, Col- 
ombia. He few*™** second 
in the road race behind 
Spanish teammate Abra- 
ham Olano. 

— About die rally thing left 
for Indurain to do is wm an 
Olympic gold medaL Pro- 
fessional cyclists will be 
eligible to com p ete next 
year in Atlanta for the first 
time. 

Indurain’s rivals next 


Swiss Tony Tominger, 
who won this year’s Italian 
Giro in June, and Italians 
Gianni Bugno and Claudio 
QnappoccTall appear to be 
.on foe downside of their 
c areer s after cadi had a 
second place finish behind 
Indurain earlier in foe 
1990s. 

Piotr Ugramov of Latvia 
was second in 1994 but 
didn’t start this year’s tour. 


American Lance Ann- 
strong, who won an emo- 
tional stage after Casartel- 
li’s death, may be a force in 
foe future but still finished 
almost 90 minutes behind 
Indurain in the final stand- 
ings. 

Laurent Jalabert of 
France won more than 20 
races throughout this sea- 
son, including Paris-San 
Remo and the Spanish 
Vuelta, but didn’t even 
make the podium in the 
Tour de France, winding 
up fourth. 


FULLY FURNISHED VILLA FOR RENT 

(8th Circle - AI Jandaweei) 

Ground floor of 2 floor villa, consists of 3 bedrooms, 2 
bathrooms, kitchen, sitting room, dining room, private 
telephone, garage, entrance, garden. 

Contact Tel: 826902 


apartment for rent 

Consists^, of 2 bedrooms, large salons 
bathrooms, central heating. 

Please call 619660. 


jUaiU U jyia — 

FOR RENT MODERN FURNISHED APARTMENTS 

■ audio of one bedroom, K&B. 

* One bedroom, living room, K & B. 

* Two bedooms, Bvtog-dinfaig room, K&B. 

* Three bedrooms, two iving rooms, dining room, K& 2 Bs. 

Central heating and telephones. 

Location: A - Jabal Amman bet 3rd & 4th Cedes. 

B - Shmeisani near BWs Grdea 

Annual Bent Owner Tel: 657862/ 642351 



FOR MORE INFORMATION 
AND ENQUIRIES 
PLS . CALL US AT : 

TELFAX - 685666 





Is seeking to recruit a young Jordanian with the 
following qualifications to fill a post in Sales * . 

Promotion, in Jordan: 

* Age: 25 - 30 years old. 

* Free from military obligations. 

* Possessing a valid driving license and 
passport. 

* Speaking and writing fluently 
English and Arabic. 

( French will be an advantage ) 

* Having a university degree in' 
science or technofogy. 

Training and. car will be provided by the 

company. Em p I’oyrneffFp roSpscts and- ' 

promotion opportunities are available according 
to performance. 

Send your hand-written application in English, 
Arabic and eventually in French with recent 
photo and C.V. not later than 20. 1. 1996 to: 


T 


Regional Office .... 

' Ftef.TyTSS* " 

P.O.Box 950348 
Amman - Jordan 

Please indicate your personal phone number for 
appointment contacts. 




CINEMA TEL 634144 

PHILADELPHIA 


Pierce Brosnan i _.p angerotl9 
James Bond 007 . Minds 

ill Shows: 3:30. 6:30, 8:30, 10:30 

GOLDENEYE 'J^ a ^ c lT e 


CJNEMft— TEL: 699238 

PLAZA 


CINEMA 


TEL: 677420 


Shows 1230. 330. 6:05, 830, 1030 pm 


CONCORD - 


CONCORD “l" 

.. Val KilmorA NlkoL Kidman -in 

Batman Forever 

Shows: 12:30, 3:30. 6. 8:15, 10:30 

CONCORD “2" 

Jack Nlckolson..in WOLF 

Shows: 6:00, 10:30 p.m. 

Silvester Stallone... in 

" * “ ASSASSINS 

Shows: 3:30, 8:30 p.m. 


AMMOUN THEATRE & 
CINEM A/TEL; 618274-618275 


After the renovation 

Presents to its dear 
clients the strongest Arab 
& Foreign films as of 
1 Jan. 96 


Shows begin on Dec. 19. 1995 and 
continue on Tuesdays, Wednesdays 
and T hursd ays (three days a weds) 
hnfy. Tiie programme continues 
• until the start of the holy month of 
■ Rama d an. The Show is entitled: 

“Ahlan Tatbie” 

Welcome Normalisation 

For reservation call 625155 
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Kabariti: Peace between Syria, 
Lebanon and Israel bound to 
improve relations within region 


DOHA (Petra) — Jordan be- 
lieves that peace agreement 
between Israel and Syria and 
Lebanon are bound to open 
the door for the establish- 
ment of stronger and more 
sound and in-depth relations 
among countries of the Mid- 
dle East region, according to 
Foreign Minister Abdul 
Karim Kabariti. 

In an interview with the 
Qatari daily AJ Rayah pub- 
lished Wednesday, the minis- 
ter expressed hope that 
Damascus and Tel Aviv will 
be able to overcome the pro- 
cedural obstacles and enter 
into practical details to arrive 
at an agreement that would 
end the Israeli -Syrian conflict 
and open the road for an 
Israeli-Lebanese settlement 
on the basis of U.N. Security 
Council Resolution 245. 

Asked about the media cri- 
sis with Syria, Mr. Kabariti 
said that the crisis has been 
contained, adding that his 
meeting with the Syrian Fore- 
ign Minister offered an 
opportunity for clarifying the 
Jordanian position, stressing 
that Jordan was always clear 
in supporting the Syrian posi- 
tion and in giving impetus to 
the peace process. 

The minister said that Jor- 
dan has the sincere desire to 
maintain excellent relations 


with Syria based on mutual 
respect. 

Referring to relations with 
Iraq, Mr. Kabariti said that 
Jordan is concerned over 
Iraq's unity and territorial 
integrity and is keen on en- 
ding the suffering of the Iraqi 
people — a feeling emanating 
from Jordan's belief that as a 
sister Arab state with great 
potential, Iraq can play its 
role on the Arab arena. 

He said that federation 
among the three components 
of the Iraqi society is possible 
solution for retaining the 
country’s unity but is only 
one of several proposals that 
the Iraqis must consider. 

The Minister stressed that 
it will be completely up to the 
Iraqi people to determine 
their future. 

In reply to a question, Mr. 
Kabariti said Jordan has no 
intention of closing its bor- 
ders with Iraq, adding that 
Jordan has never resorted to 
subjecting its borders and its 
economic relations with other 
countries to political stands. 

Referring to the recent 
arms shipment destined for 
Iraq and intercepted at Am- 
man Airport, die minister 
said that once the shipment 
was seized, Jordan informed 
Rolf Ekeus, foe special U.N. 
envoy on disarming Iraq. 


“Two days ago similar 
equipment were found to 
have been dumped in the 
Tigris river and these two 
have been seized by Ekeus 
and his team in Baghdad.** 
said foe minister, who added: 
“This can only mean that 
there still exists a commercial 
route for supplying Iraq with 

banned merchandise." 

Answering a question ab- 
out a confederation with foe 
Palestine National Authority, 
he said: “Jordan will not dis- 
cuss this subject until foe 
Palestinians have become 
capable of exercising their 
full rights on their own home- 
land and established their 
own independent state on the 
Palestinian soil and solved all 
the outstanding problems, 
especially foe refugee prob- 
lem.” 

Referring to Hamas, the 
minister said that Jordan has 
no reason to expelling Hamas 
leaders from Amman stres- 
sing that they are only media 
representatives and their pre- 
sence is governed by Jorda- 
nian and international laws. 

Denying foe existence of a 
political crisis with Iran, the 
minister said “there was a 
problem which has been dealt 
with," expressing hope that 
Irani an-Jordani an relations 
will in foe future be de- 


veloped on dear basis of 
mutual respect and non- 
inteference in each other's 
internal affairs. 

In his interview. Mr. 
Kabariti called for foe return 
to foe Arab summit institu- 
tion to help reunite Arab 
ranks. 

Jordan has always sought 
to establish strong ties among 
Arab states adding that Jor- 
dan has responded favour- 
ably to any call for healing 
inter- Arab rifts and for estab- 
lishing at least the minimnm 
level of solidarity among 
Arab countries. 

Referring to Yemen, he 
said, Jordan support Yemen 
in its drive to settle foe crisis 
with Eritrea and in finding a 
diplomatic solution to the 
problem. 

With reference to Kuwait, 
the minister said that Jordan 
had done what it believed to 
be required from it. He ex- 
pressed hope that Kuwait 
would respond favourably to 
Jordan’s positive and great 
steps towards reconciliation. 

He said: “We understand 
foe feelings of the Kuwaiti 
people. We ourselves had 
suffered from threats to our 
national security and we do 
realise foe extent of the con- 
sequences of such threats.” 


Iran hosts Turkish, Syrain 
officials for talks on Iraq 


TEHRAN (AFP) — Senior 
officials from Iran, Syria and 
Turkey are holding talks in 
Tehran on security issues and 
the situation in neighbouring 
Iraq, officials said Wednes- 
day. 

The two-day meeting be- 
tween the three countries’ 
deputy foreign ministers be- 
gan Tuesday, they said. 

Discussions were expected 
to revolve around foe situa- 
tion in Kurdish-controlled 
northern Iraq, notably a 
“proposal" by His Majesty 
King Hussein, the officials 
said, without elaborating. 

Jordan, which has dis- 
tanced itself from foe govern- 


ment in Baghdad, recently 
called on Iraqi opposition 
groups to meet to decide the 
fixture of their country. 

King Hussein has also 
proposed that the establish- 
ment of a confederation in 
Iraq would be preferable to 
foe country splitting itself 
apart along ethnic lines. 

. In a meeting with Turkish 
and Syrian delegations on 
Wednesday, Iranian Foreign 
Minister Ali Akbar Velayati 
warned against “possible" 
efforts to carve up Iraq. 

“Any probable plan to dis- 
integrate Iraq is dangerous 
for peace and stability in the 
region,” he told foe official 


Iranian news agency IRNA. 

The talks are to pave the 
way for a meeting between 
foe foreign ministers of Iran, 
Syria and Turkey in Istanbul 
in March on foe situation in 
northern Iraq. 

The three countries, all 
having their own sizeable 
Kurdish minorities, are 
strongly opposed to the crea- 
tion of a separate Kurdish 
state in Iraq 

Their foreign ministers 
have held regular consulta- 
tions twice a year since foe 
1991 Gulf war, which drove 
Iraq out of Kuwait and led to 
a Kurdish uprising in north- 
ern Iraq. 


10 rebels killed in Algiers 


PARIS (Agencies) — Alge- 
rian security forces have kil- 
led 10 Muslim guerrillas in 
Algiers while a car bomb 
exploded in a northeastern 
town killing one person and 
wounding eight, Algerian 
newspapers reported 
Wednesday. 

La Tribune daily said 
police backed by crack troops 
ended a 20-boor hostage tak- 
ing operation in downtown 
Algiers Tuesday, killing three 
suspected militants and 
freeing the hostage, a child, 
unharmed. 

The three men tried to 
exact a ransom from a trader 
in the busy street of 
Didouche Mourad but foe 
trader foiled foe attempt and 


managed to alert the security 
forces, it said. 

The three assailants then 
took to a house nearby and 
seized the child. The security 
forces later stormed the 
house killing the militan ts 
and freeing foe hostage. La 
Tribune said. 

The paper said in an 
another incident Tuesday, 
security forces shot dead 
seven guerrillas in a gunbattle 
in Annassers suburb of 
Algiers. 

Also Wednesday, the 
Algerian press reported that 
one parson was killed and 
eight injured in a bombblastm 
a bar overnight Tuesday at 
Tizi Ouzou, east of Algiers. 


The bomb was placed 
against foe wall of a bar 
which overlooks a piece of 
wasteland. A woman was 
among foe eight injured, all 
of whom were inside foe bar 
at foe time. 

Tizi-Ouzou has been hit by 
a wave of explosions recent- 
ly. The latest was Dec. 19, 
when a booby-trapped car 
blew up, killing two people 
and injuring around 40. 

Up to 50,000 people have 
been killed in Algeria’s vio- 
lence pitting government 
security forces against Mus- 
lim guerrillas since early 1992 
when authorities cancelled a 
general elections which foe 
Islamists were poised to win. 


Babel 
denies 
report on 
banned 
chemicals 

BAGHDAD (AFP) — An 
Iraqi newspaper on Wednes- 
day denied a report that Jor- 
dan had seized several kilog- 
rammes of dangerous che- 
micals and a machine tool 
destined for Baghdad for 
possible use in the production 
of weapons. 

The daily newspaper 
Babel, run by President Sad- 
dam Hussein’s son, Uday, 
ran a news agency report on 
foe seizure of chemicals and a 
machine tool capable of 
manufacturing weapons. 

The newspaper headlined 
foe story “New ties” but 
made no other comment on 
the report which quoted Jordanian 
customs officers as saying foe 
haul contained three highly 
noxious chemical compo- 
nents which had been im- 
ported from a European 
country by an Iraqi business- 
man passing them off as pes- 
ticides. Other Iraqi newspap- 
ers did not report the story. 

Jordanian authorities 
seized last month a machine 
tool capable of fabricating 
different weapons, including 
missies, which was due to be 
transported to Iraq, they 
said. 



ISRAEL EVACUATES RAMALLAH: A Palestinian hoists a flag on top of a military 
building's communications tower after Israeli troops pulled out of the West Bank city 
of Ramallah Wednesday (see story on Page 1) (Reuters photo) 


Kozyrev to visit Afghanistan 
to negotiate hostages’ release 


MOSCOW (Agencies) — 
Russian President Boris Yelt- 
sin on Wednesday instructed 
Foreign Minister Andrei 
Kozyrev to visit Kandahar in 
southern Afghanistan follow- 
ing talks with Islamic rebels 
bolding seven Russian hos- 
tages, ITAR-TASS news 
agency reported. 

Foreign Ministry spokes- 
man Grigory Karasin, quoted 
by ITAR-TASS, said Mr. 
Yeltsin told Mr. Kozyrev to 
“visit Kandahar and on the 
way Islamabad, to hold talks 
with the Pakistani leadership. " 

He did not say when the 
visit would take place. 

The Russian crew of an 
Dyushin-76 plane have been 
held by the Taliban radical 
Islamic rebel group since it 
was forced to land Aug. 3 
while allegedly on its way to 
Kabul with military equip- 
ment for foe government 

Last week a spokesman for 
the ministry for emergencies 
here said Russian officials, 
including a medical team, 
had left for Kandahar “with 
foe aim of evacuating the 
hostages.” 

However, only a prelimin- 
ary accord had been reached 


with the Taliban and there 
was no confirmation that the 
release would go ahead, foe 
spokesman said. 

There were also no details 
on whether a ransom was 
being paid, or any other deal. 

Mr. Yeltsin on Wednesday 
approved the foreign minis- 
try’s efforts to secure the 
hostages' release, Mr. Kara- 
sin said. 

The Taliban rebels im- 
pounded the cargo plane with 
about 30 tonnes of AK-47 
rifle ammunition on board 
after it was forced down by a 
Taliban fighter jet. 

The Russian government 
denied any connection with 
foe affair and said foe plane's 
owners, Airs tan, had ignored 
advice not to fly in foe area.- 

One of the Taliban's main 
demands has been that Mos- 
cow provide a list of those 
still missing from foe Soviel- 
Afgfaan war before it releases 
foe Russian hostages. 

The Taliban believe that 
Afghans who disappeared 
during foe war against the 
former Soviet Union from 
1979 and 1989 may have been 
taken to Russia, and may still 
be there. 


Meanwhile, rebel forces 
attacked Afghanistan’s capit- 
al Kabul with rockets, -des- 
troying two houses and hit- 
ting an embassy compound 
but causing no casualties, the 
Iranian News Agency IRNA 
said on Wednesday. 

The agency, monitored in 
Nicosia, quoted an Afghan 
defence ministry source as 
saying foe Taliban Islamic 
militia fired at least eight 
Katyusha rockets from foe 
south of the besieged city into 
central Kabul on Tuesday. 

At least two rockets hit the 
Libyan embassy compound in 
the Wazir Akbar Khan dis- 
trict, it said in a report from 
Kabul. 

“The shellings caused no 
casualties,” it said. 

Taliban has besieged 
Kabul since early October, 
vowing to oust President 
Burhanuddin Rabbani and 
install a purist Islamic order 
throughout Afghanistan. 

Official Kabul radio said 
earlier this week that foe 
rebel militia killed 12 people 
and wounded 19 in weekend 
Tocket attacks on residential 
areas. 


Rabin’s widow 
to write memoirs 


JERUSALEM (AP) — Yit- 
zhak Rabin's widow said 
Wednesday she wants to 
write a book about her life 
with the prime minister. 

"This is foe most important, 
thing to me, to sum up this 
chapter of my life with Yit- 
zhak, foe bitter and the ob- 
vious conclusions,” Leah 
Rabin said on Israel army 
radio, answering questions by 
listeners. 

“It was something I in- 
tended to do anyway, even 
before Yitzhak was mur- 
dered. I just didn’t have the 
trigger, something to push 
me especially,” Mrs. Rabin 
said. "Now I have one.” 

Mr. Rabin was killed Nov. 
4 by a Jewish militant who 
hoped to wreck Israel-PLO 
peacemaking. 

Mrs. Rabin, 67, said 
Wednesday she would start 
writing once she has 
answered a flood of condo- 
lence letters. It was not clear 
if she already had a pub- 
lisher. 

Her granddaughter, Noa 
Ben-Artzi, 18, has sold the 
rights of her memoirs to the 
Alfred A. Knop Company. 
Ben-Artzi, who will write 
under the name Noa Rabin, 


has reportedly received an 
advance of nearly SI million 
for the 200-page book due out m 
April. „ .. 

An earlier memoir by Leah 
Rabin, “All the Time his 
Wife,” has been published in 
Hebrew. 

Since her husband’s death, 
Mrs. Rabin has been busy 
attending ceremonies in the 
prime minister's memory. 
Earlier this week, the govern- 
ment said it would give her 
an office, a car and driver to 
help her in her public activi- 
ties. 

Mrs. Rabin, 67, was bom 
in Germany and immigrated 
to Israel in 1933. She married 
Mr. Rabin in August 1948. 

During Wednesday’s army 
radio broadcast, Mrs. Rabin 
also complimented PLO chief 
Yasser Arafat who paid her a 
condolence visit after the 
assassination. 

“He came to our home 
with so much warmth, so 
much friendship, so mucb 
charm. This person has some- 
thing very, very authentic,” 
Mrs. Rabin said. “He is one 
of those leadens, like Rabin, 
that don't try to find favour, 
that say this is me, take me or 
leave me.” 


Turkish 
writer gets 
five-year 
sentence 

ISTANBUL fR) — A Tur- 
kish court on Wednsday sent- 
enced a Turkish sociologist to 
five years in prison for 
“separatist propaganda” be- 
cause of 15 books and one 
article on the country’s Kur- 
dish minority, his publishing 
bouse said. 

Former university profes- 
sor Ismail Besikri, already in 
jail because of other sent- 
ences stemming from his 
writinp, was found guilty 
under article of foe anti- 
terror law in a rehearing of 
some of the cases against 
him. 

The Turkish parliament in 
October amended the law 
and people sentenced under 
the original law, like Mr. 
Besikd, get a retrial. 

The amendments, made 
shortly before the European 
Parliament was to vote on a 
customs union with Ankara, 
reduced foe maximum penal- 
ty to three years from five 
and required courts to prove 
intent. 

Human rights activists 
have argued foe amendments 
‘were little more than cosme- 
tic. 


NATO: Bosnian warring factions 
making progress towards deadline 


SARAJEVO, Bosnia- 
Herzegovina (AP) — Gov- 
ernment and Serb forces 
made good progress Wednes- 
day towards their first dead- 
line in foe Bosnian peace 
agreement, moving soldiers 
from the Sarajevo area, 
NATO officials said. 

The actual deadline for 
both sides to remove troops 
and weapons from 38 desig- 
nated areas in foe Sarajevo 
region, mark or remove 
mines, was midnight (2300 
GMT) Wednesday — a week 1 
after NATO formally took 
control in Bosnia from foe 
United Nations. 

French NATO soldiers 
were moving in along the 
front lines to keep foe two 
sides apart. 

Also on Wednesday, Bos- 
nian army officials cited re- 
ports that several houses 
were set on fire overnight in 
Serb-held districts southwest 
of the Sarajevo. They also 
warned against any NATO 
compromise with foe Bosnian 
Serbs that would delay the 
Serb withdrawal from parts 
of Sarajevo they control. 

Vehicles packed with per- 
sonal belongings were seen 
Wednesday heading from a 
Serb-held Sarajevo suburb 
into areas that will remain 


under Serb control. It was 
unclear whether this was an 
.early sign of what Serb offi- 
cials warn will be an exodus 
of people unwilling to submit 
to a Muslim-led government. 

In the hotly contested sub- 
urb of Dobrinja on Wednes- 
day, a French armoured per- 
sonnel carrier patrolled the 
former front line, accompa- 
nied by five soldiers on foot 
and a dog. The French placed 
barbed wire along sides of foe 
street where foe front line 
once was, searched for mines 
and marked them. 

Soldiers stopped and 
crouched down every 50 
metres to watch and listen. 

“This mission would have 
been impossible three weeks 
ago," said one of foe soldiers, 
who added that soldiers from 
both sides had left during foe 
past three days. 

NATO spokesman said the 
troop withdrawal was going 
well, but whether there 
would be 100 per cent com- 
pliance at foe deadline was 
unclear. 

‘The compliance has been 
most satisfactory,” said Capt. 
Frederic Solano, a French 
spokesman. “The midnight 
deadline should see most ele- 
ments completed, although 
there might well be a small 


overspill with a few tasks to 
be completed tomorrow." 

Another spokesman, Lt. 
Col. Mark Rayner, later told 
reporters that “everything 
should be completed by 
tonight." 

The midnight deadline was 
foe first in a series within foe 
Bosnia peace agreement 
signed Dec. 14 in Paris. 

There is a separate series 
of deadlines built into the 
agreement for the Serbs to 
turn over Sarajevo districts 
they control to the Bosnian, 
government, beginning Jan. 
19 and concluding two 
months later. 

Bosnian Serb leaders Tues- 
day told NATO commander 
U.S. Adm. Leighton Smith 
foal foe deadlines were too 
soon. In a meeting at Bosnian 
Serb headquarters in Pale, 
southeast of Sarajevo, they 
cautioned Adm. Smith that 
the success of his peace misr 
sion might hinge on an exten- 
sion. 

Adm. Smith said he made 
no promises, but would con- 
sider their demand. 

Momcilo Krajisnik, a 
senior Bosnian Serb official 
who met with Adm. Smith, 
indicated many of foe rens of 
thousands of people living in 
Serb-held districts of the 


capital and suburbs may 
leave rather than submit to a 
Muslim-led government. 

On Wednesday, AP repor- 
ter Tony Smith in the Serb- 
held suburb of Didza west of 
Sarajevo, saw about 100 vehi- 
cles heading east into areas 
not to be transferred to the 
government. Many of the 
cars pulled trailers: one car 
had an overturned bathtub 
and skis on its roof rack. 

French spokesman Col. 
Richard Pernod said it was 
not clear to us whether, 
perhaps, they are preparing 
to leave at a later date, or 
perhaps, they are just moving 
out foeir possessions as a 
safety measure.” 

Bosnian Serb officials 
appear to be using the fear of. 
civilians to try to wrest con- 
cessions out of the new 
NATO minion. Although 
Mr. Krajisnik did not specify 
what might happen if 
thousands started to flee, 
Serb anger could cause some* 
to try to slow down or sabot- 
age foe agreement. 

At minimum, a mass de- 
parture of Serbs from the 
Sarajevo area would increase 
ethnic separation rather than 
reassemble communities sepa- 
rated by 31* yeprs of war. 



Lonely princess 
Diana visits 
therapist - papers 

LONDON (R> ‘ - 
Briiains's Princess Dfeaa 
visited a health therap&K, 
cheer herself up t&s 
speeding Christmas day 
watching television 
home on her own, newsp*. 
pers reported. Diana left 
her Kensington Pa fafv 
apanment for the 
London home of 4fcpi Er . 
old Susie Orbacb -She 
psychotherapist she tarns 
io in times of trouble"; fee 
daily mirror said. The tbs 
of the royal family includ- 
ing her estranged husband 
Prince Charles and Sons 
Princes William and Hairy 
were at Queen Elizabeth's 
Sandringham estate in east- 
ern England for Christmas. 

Flash Harry wins 
Kenyan ostrich 
race 

NAIROBI. Kenya (R> — 
Kenya staged its first 
ostrich race on Boxing 
Day. with Flash Harry tak- 
ing' track honours in a 200 
metre sprint. Six riders and 
their birds battled it out on 
foe Ngong racecourse on 
foe outskirts of Nairobi to 
foe amusement of a crowd 
of Christmas holidaymak- 
ers. “I'm Flash Harry, I’m 
number one. I’m the w'in- 
ner — these ail go togeth- 
er,” said the winning jock- 
ey. who said he shared the 
name of his mount. The 
other birds were Lucky 
Legs, Maasai Moran. 
Cavorting. Crusader. 
Prancing ■ Percy and 
Horrible Horace. * 


Christmas of 
alleged mafia boss 
ends with arrest 

CREMONA, Italy i.R) -- 
The desire of a fugitive 
mafia boss to spend 
Christmas with his family 
led to his arrest, police 
said. Eugenio Barresi. 35, 
was arrested on Christmas 
eve at the home of a friend 
as he celebrated with his 
wife and two small chil- 
dren. Investigators tracked 
him down after finding his 
family had travelled from 
foe Sicilian city Messina to 
an area outside foe northern 
town of Cremona. Police 
said Barresi, alleged boss 
of a mafia group in 
Messina, had been a fugi- 
tive since June, 1994. 

Man drives wrong 
way on motorway 
on three wheels 

LONDON <R) — A 65- 
year-old Briton was arrest- 
ed after driving foe wrong 
way along a motorway for 
16 km with a wheel miss- 
ing from his car. Police 
said foe unnamed man was 
travelling at 80 km per 
hour on the motorway west 
of London, with sparks fly- 
ing from the hub of his 
from offside wheel. He 
only stopped when police 
put spikes across the 
motorway to puncture his 
remaining tyres and his car 
careened into foe back of a 
police vehicle. 

Texas boy shoots 
man in hunt for 
Nintendo games 

FORT HANCOCK, Texas 
— A man was critically 
wounded on Christmas d ay 
when a 13-year-old boy 
fired a rifle at a truck in 
hopes it would spill out 
Nintendo games, police 
said. “He figured maybe aH 
trucks were carrying toys,” 
Hudspeth County Sheriff’s 
Department dispatdt^ 1 
Jorge Chavez said. Chav** 
said foe truck was prcfe&ai - 
random by the boy t 7w& 
was being held on effiges 
of juvenile deadly 
and faced up to .MjS. 4? 
prison if convicid 
koy fired three sbo&i^* 
tyres of the truck 
state 10 in Fort Haw&ck. 
Texas. He nrissedl^ ^ 
the driver of a passsife car 
in the head. ..A - 






